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DISCOURSE (| 
YON. 
WaLEING with GOD. 


* 


—— 


In a LETTER toa FRIEND. 


C ˙ "Se IS NOR Ha Es, 


Dear and Hononr'd Brother, 
Q RACE and Peace be multiplied 
unto you thro' the Knowledge of 


God, and Jeſus our Lord. Yours 
I received, in which I perceive 


the vaſt Deſires wrought in your Soul 


by the Holy Ghoſt, after Communion 
with God, and Conformity to him; and 
I rejoyce, that there's enough in Chriſt 


to fill you. It is an unſpeakable Bleſſed- 


neſs to be made to hunger and thirſt after 
Rigbteouſueſs; what your Enjoyment as 


- ſuch will be, you may read in that bleſ. 
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2 A DISCOURSE upon 
ſed Promiſe dropt. from the Mouth of 
him, who is the faithful and true Witneſs, 
Mat. 5.6. They ſhall be filPd. Ht 
They were bleſt in Chriſt before Time, 
with all ſpiritual Bleſſings, in the ever- 
| laſting Covenant Settlements, as antece- 
dent to, and the Foundation of all their 
_ Hungering and Thirſting. They are 
bleſt thro? Chriſt in Time, with the ini- 
tial Communication of thoſe Bleſſings, * 
under the Creation-Work of the Hola 
Ghoſt, forming a new Nature in them, 
and drawing it out into vaſt Defires and 
{weet Foretaſtes, as a Principle ſuited to 
the Enjoyment of all their comprehen- 
ſive Bleſſedneſs: But the full Completion 
thereof is reſerv'd for the Time of their 
being fill'd; when made fit Veſſels to hold | 
all that vaſt Glory which is prepar'd for | 
'em in Chriſt's Kingdom here, and in the 
Ultimate State of an endleſs Eternity be- 
yond it; and then we ſhall be FilPd in- 
deed, and no more pain'd with Deſire 
for want of Enjoyment of the moſt full 
and compleat Happineſs. Mean while, 
let us not think, That there are any ſpi- 
ritual Deſires wrought in us in vain; No, 
They are drawn out on purpoſe to be 
Filb'd. For the Holy Spirit who Jon. 
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 WarxixG with GOD. 3 
eth the deep Things of God, and knows 

all that vaſt Glory which is prepared for 

Us, by the Father, and the Son, in Elect- 


ing and Redeeming Love; He works 


proportionably in us, to prepare us for 
it; that ſo our longing Appetites might 


be every way ſuited to the rich Dainties 
of the Feaſt. And the Glory reſerv'd for 


us being inexpreſſible in itſelf; therefore 
it is that he works ſuch inexpreſſible 


Deſires in us, which nothing but the En- 


joyment of it can Fill. And bleſſed be 
God, that will be enough to fill us brim- 
full for ever; for our God will be our 

Glory and All in All to Eternity, 1/a. 60. 


19. I Cor. 1 5. 28. 


I am glad to hear that the Lord has 
brought you among his poor People at 
N-; and hope he deſigns to make you 
an uſeful Inſtrument for the Good of his 


dear Children there; ſending forth a pleu- 


tiful Rain upon you, and by you, to the 
Refreſhment of his weary Inheritance, Pſ. 

68. 9. Be not diſcouraged from abiding 
with them becauſe of their low Eſtate ; 
remembring that the Lord Jeſus is with 


you, even among the Myrtle-Trees in the 


Bottom, Lech. 1. S. And when God doth 
ariſe to have Mercy upon 


Zion, heuſually 
2 makes 
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makes his Servants take Pleaſure iu her 
Stones, and favour her Duſt, Pſ. 102. 13, 


14. Chriſt puts the feeding of his Sheep 
and Lambs upon your Love to him, 
John 21. 15, 16. (eſpecially now they | 
have no Shepherd) auc if you can do any 
Service to the dear Flock he has purcha- 
ſed by his Blood, Acts 20. 28. he'll take 
it as done to himſelf, Matt. 25. 40. And as 
it will be Matter of your Joy here, ſo of 


your abundant Honour in the Day of 


Chriſt. cos 


As to the main Requeſt of your Letter, 


T ſaid, Days ſhould ſpeak, and Multitude 


of Tears ſhould teach that Wiſdem, Job 
32.7. At leaſt thoie that are of full Age, 


and have their Senſes exercis'd, Heb. 5. 
14. And not ſuch a Babe as I, who have 


need that one to teach me what be the 


firſt Principles of the Myſtery of Walk- 
ing with God, Ver. 12. Tho? for the Time 


indeed, I might have attained a far great- 


er Proficiency of Knowledge therein: 


But alas! I am a Child that cannot ſpeak, 


Yer. I. 6. Look up to Chriſt therefore as 
your Prophet, his Spirit will teach you, 
and give you Fellowſhip with the My- 


ſtery. I doubt not, my dear Brother, 
you know far more what it is to 


Walk 
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WALKING with GOD. 5 
Walk with God, than unworchy I. I 
am aſhamed and confounded, and ' tis my 
daily Burden that I can walk no more 
with him: I find ſuch ſad Interruptions 
of Communion. Indeed T ſee a raviſh- 
ing Glory in it, which at times, draws 
out my Soul into earneſt Longings after 
it; and I call them unſpeakably happy 
that are bleſt with a ſteady. Courle of 
Walking with God; but TI count not my 
2 ſelf to habe attained, Phil. 3; 12. You 
have much miſtaken Thoughts of Me, 
for I am 4% than the leaſt of all Saints, 
Eph. 3.8. andinot-worthy to be counted 

among the happy Number that are ho- 
nour'd to Walk with God. But yet, 
through Grace, I have been ſo favour'd, 
as to know ſomething of what it means. 
And tho? T fear I ſhall darken Counſel by 
Words without Knowledge, Job 38. 2. 
yet ſince you have deſired me to tell you 

in ſome Particulars what it is to Walk 
with God, take it (as he ſhall open a 
Babe's Mouth) in the following Hints. 
Firs, To Walk with God, doth neceſ- 
ſarily ſuppoſe an Agreement between 
God:amb the. Soul. 

Secondly, A way in which both walk. © 


6 A DISCOURSE upon 
Thirdly, A continued Courſe or Series 
of Steps taken in that way. 
FTourihly, Free Communion, or mutual 
Fellowſhip. And, 
_ Fifthly, A Sameneſs of Intention, De- 
ſign, or End. To each of theſe a little. 
Firit then, To Walk with God, doth 
nece{hrily ſuppoſe an Agreement be- 
tween God and the Soul. For how can 


two walk together except they be agreed“ 


Amos 3.3. All Men, ſince the Fall, are 
not only Strangers to God, but Haters 
of him; that ſay unto God, Depart from 
ur, Te deſire not the Knowledge of thy 
Ways, Eph. 2.12. Rom. 5. 10. and 1. 30. 
Job 21. 14. And God, on the other hand, 


as a righteous revenging Judge for the |: 


Breach of his holy Law, appears againſt 
the Sinner in the condemning Sentence 
thereof, array'd in all the Terrors of his 
Wrath, Rom. 3.5. Gal. 3. 10. Nah. 1. 2. 
So that it is impoſſible that there ſhould | 
be any Friendſhip or Communion with 
each other as ſuch. „ A 

'There was indeed, once, a periect 
Amity and mutual Friend{hip between 
God and Man; when in his original E- 
ſtate, he came out of his Maker's Hand 
a pure piece of Workmanſhip, exalted i 

"2h . the 


WALKING with GOD. + 
the Heights of Nature: perfection; every 
way fitted for, and filbd with the Enjoy- 
= ment of Communion with God, as the 
God of Nature, diſplaying his Glory in 
the Face of the Creatures in this lower 
Work. | | 

But ſoon, alas! the Honour of this 
Walking with God was over. Satan en- 
vies God the Glory, and Man the Hap- 
pineſs of this bliſsful State; aſſaults him 
with his Temptations, and ſoon prevails ; 
Sin enters, and Death by Sm, Gen. 3. f, 
Sc. Rom. 5. 12. Man turns Traitor againſt 
> his rightful Sovereign, breaks his Law, 
and takes up Arms againſt him, under 
Satan that Arch-rebel, the Prince of 

Darkneſs. And God as a terrible Judge, 
for the juſt Vindication of his own Ho- 
nour, appears againſt Man in the awtul 

Sentence of a broken Law ; In Dying thou 
| fhalt die, Gen. 2. 17. And what could he 


expect from God as a Judge of his own 


Law, but a certain fearful FTudement and 
fiery Indignation, which ſhould devour the 
Adrwerſary 2 Heb. 10. 27. Thus there was 
a War commenc'd between God and 
Man. Guilty, filthy Man, reſolv'd to 
go on in a Courſe of obſtinate Rebellion 
againſt God; and a righteous God re- 
6 Ba. mw 
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3 A DISCOURSE upon 


the exact Demands and juſt Threatnings 


of his holy Law. And who could ever 
have thought that now there was a Poſ- 
| ſibility of Peace between them again? 
Man was too filthy and abominable tor 


infinite Holineſs to delight in, Job 1 5. 16. 


God was of purer Eyes than to behold | 
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Iniquity, Hab. 1. 13. Man was guilty of 


deſpiſing boundleſs Goodneſs; of rebel- 


ling againſt Divine Sovereignty ; and of 


injuring infinite Honour: And hence the 
Juſtice of God became engag'd to do 
his Being right, by reſenting the Injury, 


requiring full Satisfaction, and inflicting 


anſwerable Puniſhment upon the Tranſ- 


greſſor; who, alas, was but a finite Be- 


ing, and as ſuch could never, no, not by 


an Eternity of Torment, make infinite 
Reparation for the infinite Wrong he had 


done. And God was juſt, not only to 


the Honour of his own Being, but alſo 
to the Truth of his Law. The irrevo- 
cable Threatning was gone out of the 


Lips of Truth itſelf, dying thou fbalt die. 


And God being unchangeable in all his 
infinite Perfections, Holineſs could not 


bear with Sin ; Juſtice muſt have Satis- 
faction; and Truth could not lie; Hence 
B | | | infinite 


WALKING with GOD. 9 
infinite Power became engag'd, in a 
way of Almighty Wrath, to execute 
Vengeance on every Tranſgreſſor; while 
ever) Tranſgrelſion receives a jut Recom- 
2? pence of Reward, Rom. 2.9. Heb. 2. 2. 

ö 
i 
: 


Thus poor Man, by Sin, had deſtroy'd 
himſelt, Hoſ. 13. 9. And had God calPd 
the whole Creation into Counſel, to find 
out a way how all his Perfections might 
be glority'd, and the Sinner ſav'd, it 
would for ever have nonpluſt the Wiſ- 
dom of all intelligent Beings. It was a 
Secret hid in the Three-One God, Father, 
Son, and Spirit, Eph. 3.9. who fat in 
Counſel about it fora Remnant in Chriſt 
before Time was: In the Contrivance of 
wich, there is the moſt glorious Diſplay 
of the manifold Wiſdom of God, Eph. 3. 
IO, II. nn eg OW THEN” | | 
It was the good Pleaſure of Jehovah, 
to chuſe a Remnant in-Chriſt unto eter- 
nal Lite; and abſolutely to bleſs them 
| therewith, in the irreverſible Grant of it, 
in the Promiſe made before the World be- 
can, Eph. 1. 3, 4. Tit. 1. 2. And tor the 
more abundant Glory of all the divine 
Perfections, they were ordain'd to be put 
into a firſt Adam; and in him ſuffer'd to 
fall into the Heights of Provocation, the 
Depths 
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10 A DISCOURSE upon 


Depths of unſpeakable Miſery, the 


Breadths of over- ſpreading Ruine, and 
the Deſert of the Length of Eternal Pu- 


niſhment; That ſo the exceeding Heights, 


Depths, Breadths and Lengths of Grace 
and boundleſs Mercy, might be the more 
illuſtriouſly diſplay*d, in raiſing them up 
thro? a cracity'd Jeſus, to the ultimate 
Heights of that Glory which were at firſt 
deſign'd for em, thro? all the interme- 


diate Changes infinite Wiſdom had or- 


dain'd. So that here was Proviſion made 
for us before our Need came on; a heal- 
ing Remedy provided before the Wound 
was given: But this Project of eternal 
Wiſdom was reſerv'd to be reveal'd in 
its appointed Seaſon. b 
Poor Man was utteriy undone; and 
there was no Help for him, either in 
himſelf or any Creature. And as for 
God, he look*d upon him to be his worit 
Enemy: And in this dreadful Plight, he 
not only became a Terror to himſelt, but 
the Triumph of Devils; who now thought 


they had him fate enough involv'd in e- 


ternal Ruine; having had an Experience 
themſelves of the Almighty Power of Dt- 
vine Wrath, tho* provok'd but by one 


Sin, to the hurling Myriads of once glo- 
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WALKING with GOD. 11 


rious Spirits, from their high Seats in 
Heaven, into the bottomleſs Pit of re- 
medileſs Torment; reſerving them in 
' Chains of Darkneſs, to the Judgment of 
'* the great Day, Jude 6. And Oh the Ter- 
rors of Adam's guilty Heart, when he 
\- fought in vain to hide himſelf from Om- 
© niſcient Eyes! Under dreadtul Apprehen- 
ſions of avenging Wrath, he flees from 
his terrible Judge, Ger. 3. 8. God purſues 
him, Adam, where art thou“ ver. 9. And 
what now could he expect but Death, 
Ihe Wages of Sin? Rom. 6. 23. But oh, 
2 behold! the Love-Wonder opens with a 
Ray of glorious Light, in the firſt Pro- 
miſe, Gen. 3. 15. The Seed of the Woman 
2 ſhall break the Serpent's Head. Here 
Light, the Light of Life for a Sinner, 
2 thro” a dying Saviour, breaks forth with 
an amazing Glory, from amidſt that 
Death and Darkneſs which preceded it, 
to the Aſtoni ſhment of glorious Angels, 
the Confuſion of malicious Devils, and 
the joyful Wonder of the ſaved Sinner; 
who, hereupon, calls his Wite's Name 
Eve, The Mother of all Living. Adam ex- 
; pected nothing but Wrath and Death. 
God proclaims Peace and Lite, works 
Faith in his Soul, opening the Treaſures 
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12 A DISCOURSE upon 
of his Love to him, that had his Heart 
fil'd with Hatred; and by the omnipo- 


tent Power ot reigning Grace, not only 


ſubdues the Rebellion of his Will, but 
ſweetly attracts it into the ſtrongeſt 


Motion after himſelf, as his only com- 1 


placent Reſt. 

And now the Man's new- made, and 
conies forth, as in a new Edition, The 
Workmanſbip of the Holy Ghoſt, created 
anew in Chriſt Jeſus, bearing a more 


tranſcendent Image, than in his firſt 


Creation: And being fitted for, he was 
favour d with, a more tranſcendent Com- 
munion, and an higher Walk with God, 
as the God of all Grace, diſplaying his 
Glory in the Face of Jeſus, than in his 
Paradiſaical State he was capable of. Oh 


the Superaboundings of reigning Grace ! 


And as the Firſt | Man, under the Guilt 


of a broken Law, hated God, and fled 
from him; ſo doth every Son of Adam to 
tlus Day. But God knows his own that 


he has loved with an everlaſting Love, 


2 Tim. 2. 19. Jer. 31. 3. And ordain'd 


to the higheſt Union and Communion 


with himtelk in Chriſt, Acts 13. 48. John 


17. 23. And when the appointed Moment 


of Calling-I oye comes on, he ſends the 


Spirit 


WALKING with GOD. 13 


' Spirit down into their Hearts in the vir- 


tue of Chriſt's Redeeming Blood, Gal. 
4.6. To Quicken em when dead in Sms, 
\ Eph.2. 1. to create em anew in Christ, 
Ter. 10. every way conformable to the 


4 Image of his Son, the glorious Pattern 
his Eye, Rom. 8. 29. That ſo they miglit 


be capable of the higheſt Communion, 
and ſweeteſt Intercourle with God. And 
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when thus made alive, the Holy Spirit 
ſets before the Eye of the new-Creature, 
the Miſery of a natural State, Rom. 7. 9. 
and allo reveals the glorious Remedy, 
Cal. 1. 16. preaching Peace by Jeſus 

Chriſt, Acts 10.36. And as the Enmity 
Was fundamentally „ain by Chriſt's Death 
bn the Croſs, Eph. 2.16. 10 now, by the 
Power of the Holy Ghoſt, it's actually 
lain, in the virtue of his Death brought 
into the Soul. For now God, as the God 
of Love and Peace, opens his Heart unto 


the Soul, and ſhews it how he has /oved 


it before Time, Jer. 3 1. 3. yea loved it 
when dead in Sins, Eph. 2. 4, 5. And 
from that great Love did give Chriſt To 


it, and For it, John 3.16. To ſtand in 


its Room, wounding him for its Tranſ- 
greſſions; that by his Stripes it might be 


healed, Tſa.53. 5. And that now Juſtice 
; Os being 
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being fully ſatisfy'd, he abundantly par. 
dons all its Iniquity, 1/a. 42. 21. and 55. 
7. And while God thus manifeſts his} * 
_ everlaſting Love to the Soul, Oh! how 
it's drawn with Loving-Kinaneſs, to love 
him again! 1 John 4. 19. Now it /ooks| 
on him it has prerc'd and mourns, Lech. 
12. 10. Loves what God loves, and hates 
what he hates. God hath nothing a- 
gainſt the Soul, but reſf's in his Love, and 
rejoyceth over it with ſinging, Leph. 3. 17. 
Ihe Soul hath nothing againſt God (ſo 
far as reconciPd) but delightfully cleaves * 
to him, as its All in all, Pf. 73. 25, 26. 
The Spirit reveals God's Love as a Fa- 
ther, Chriſt's as an Husband, and his 
own Love as an In-dweller and Com- 
forter; and ſweetly calls it into the freeſt 
Intercourſe. And the Soul drawn by 
theſe Love-Cords, Hof. 11. 4. delightfully I 
obeys; forſaking all other Lovers, Ia. 
26. 13. Hof. 14. 8. And is filld with a- 
ſtoniſhing Wonder at infinite Condeſcen- | 
ſion, that ſuch an Hell-deſerving Wretch, 
that might have been a Companion of 
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Devils and damned Spirits, ſhould be 
admitted into the high Privilege of Fel- 
lowſhip with God, in his Three glorious 
Perſons, thro? the Man Chritt Jeſus. Ap 
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J WALKING with GOD. 15 
high indeed, higher than what innocent 
Adam was acquainted with; yea in ſome 
ſenſe higher and more glorious, than is 
in conferr'd on the Angels in Heaven; For 

in Chriſt Jeſus We ſtand in a nearer Re- 
lation to God than Angels. And God 
3 communicates of himſelf to every Crea- 
ture anſwerable to the Relation it ſtands 
in to him. Oh adorable Grace! Lord, 
3 what is Man, filthy abominable Man, 
| + that thou ſhouldſt be mindful of him 9 an 
| 3 the Son of Man that thou ſetteſt thine Heart 
upon him? Pſ.8.4. Job 15. 16. and 7. 
17. Thus God and Man are agreed, 
and meet together in the ſweeteſt Amity 
in his crucity'd Son. And without this 
it would be impoſſible for em to Walk 
together. But „ Te, 
HSecondiy, To Walk with God, doth 
2 neceſſarily ſuppoſe a way, in which both 
God and the Soul walk. Which may 
be conſider'd either comprehenſively or 
diiſtributively. 1 
Tit, Comprehenſively. And fo 
Chhriſt is the May, John 14. 6. God's Way 
to us, and Our Way to God; and alſo tlie 
Way in which all our mutual Fellowſhip 
is maintaind. I before conſider'd Chriſt 
as the great Meeting- place, where Go 7 
5 88 and 
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and the Soul are agreed. And now 1 
would hint ſomething of his being the] 


great Walkicg-place, where every Step! 
of their delighttul Solace in and with! 


each other is taken. And he is ſo 


Fir, in his Perſon, as Mediator. It]! 
was the Pleaſure of the Great Jehovah, þ - 
to advance the Man Chriſt ſeſus, into! 
the Dignity of Perſonal Union with God! 
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the Eternal Son, the Second Perſon in] 
the ſacred Trinity. Hence his Name is 


call'd Emmanuel, [God with Us] Matt.! 
1. 23. And the lame Perſon who is call'dF 
a Child born, is likewiſe ſtyled the Lnigh- 
ty Goa] Iſa. 9. 6. with many other Places 
of the like Import. And in him dwells Þ 
All the Fulneſs of the Godhead bodily, (or F 
ſubſtantially) Col. 2. 9. All the infinite 
Perfections, and Perlons, of the Divine 


Being dwell in him. The Father, Son Þ 


and Spirit dwell in Chriſt, and not only 


dwell in him, but alfo Walk in him, in | 


all the Paths of Grace towards the Cho- 


Hen of God. Thus the Apoſtle, John x. 


7. If we walk in the Light, as he is in 
the Light, we have Fdloxlhip one with 


another. By Liebt, or Ho ineſs in this 


__ Text (as I conceive) we are firſt, to un- 
daerſtand Chritt himſelf, the true Light, as 
5116 he 
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he elſewhere calls him, John 1. 9. God, 
' ſays he, is in Chriſt, dwells in him, 
Walks in him, and if we walk where he 
walks, we have Fellowſhip one with an- 
other. Secondly, we may take Light 
derivatively, for all that Holineſs the 
Saints receive out of Chriſt's Fullneſs. 
But both comes much to one for my pur- 
poſe. For none can walk in true Holi— 
neſs, but ſuch as walk in Chritt. And 
in Eph. 1. 3. we are ſaid to be Cle Lin 
him, according as we were choſen in him, 
Der. 4. and to be made accepted in the 
- beloved, ver. 6. in the Perſon] of the be- 
loved, antecedent to our being made 
accepted in the [Righteouſneſs] of the 
beloved, which follows, ver. 7. 

And Oh how gloriouſly is infinite Wil 
dom difplay'd in the Conſtitution of the 
Perſon of Chriſt! Well may he be call'd 
[wiſdom] Prov. 8. 12. And his Name 
[ Wonderful] 1/a. 9. 6. Becauſe his Per- 
ſon is a [Wonder]. Without Controverſy 
great is this Myſtery of Godlineſs, God 
* manifeſt in the Fleſh, 1 Tim. 3. 16. 

5 Here now in Chriſt the Way, as the Man 
God's Fellow, Zech. 13.7. the high and 
| #Jofty One that inhabits Eternity, Iſa. 57. 
E 15, God can maintain the freeſt Converle 
. C with 


BY.” 
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with that low Thing, Man, a Creature 
of Teſterday, Job 8.9. the Work of his 
Hands, without debaſing his infinite | 
Majeſty ; yea, to the Honour of all his 
divine Pertections; for in Chriſt, All the | 
| Promiſes of God are Tea and Amen, to | 
the Glory of God by us, 2 Cor. 1. 20. And 
this Promiſe among the reſt, of his dwel- | 
ling in us, and walking in us, 2 Cor. 6, | 
16. And when the Pſalms? would me- 
ditate on all God's wondrous Works | 
and talk of his Doings, he takes a View | 
of him as marching on with his People 
in this Way. Thy Way (ſays he) O God, | 
1s in the Sanctuary that is in Chriſt Þ 
typ'd out by it) /. 77. 13. And that 
this is to the Glory of his Divine Being, | 
is manifeſt by the following Words, Who | 
76 ſo great a God as our God © As it he 
ſhouid ſay, Thou haſt by this thy Walk 
with us in Chriſt, glority'd thyſelt as 
God, according to thine infinite Great- | 
neſs. And when the Lord promis'd to 
place his Tabernacle among his People of 
old, Lev. 26. 11. his next Words are, And | 
my Soul ſhall not abhor yeu, but I will 
Mall among you, and will be your God, and | 
ve ſhall be my People. God walk'd a- 
' mong his People of old, by the viſible 
1 3 Tokens 
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Iokens of his Preſence in the Taberna- 
cäle, as a Type of his walking with us in 
Neu- Teſtament times in his Son: The 
Body of. whoſe Fleſh is @ greater and 
| more perfect Tabernacle, which all the 


| Train of the Godhead's Glory fills. Heb. 
9. 11. 1ſa.6.1. And as the Perſon of 
Chriſt, as Mediator, is the Way in which 


God walks with us, to the Glory of all 
| his divine Perfections; ſo allo his Perſon, 
as ſuch, is the Way in which we Walk 
| with God, to the full and wnſpeakable 
Jay of our Souls, 1 oh. 1.4. 1 Pet. 1. 8. 
Were we to approach an ablolute God, 
we ſhould be but like %) Stubble, to 
Fo conſuming Fire, Job 13. 25. Heb. 12. ult. 


But Oh! here it is, in Chriſt this Days- 
Man, that God's Terror don't make us 


finite Maje 


Þ afraid, Fob b 7. We converſe with in- 
ſty dwelling in our Clay; 


cloathed with our Fleſh; and fo the Diſ- 
plays of its Glory are delightful, and not 
b deſtructive to us. Thus 7 1. 14. The 


Word was made Fleſh, and dwelt amon 

u,, (and we beheld his Glory, the Glory 
as of the only-begotten of the Father) full 
= of Grace and Truth. It was his Glory, 
= who was the Brightneſs of his Father's; 
| The expreſs (ner, of bis Perſon, Het. 
5 2 I, 3. 
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F... ͤ ˙ A ˙ w ICI BEES. bro eroh_ it ee wane {4 
x : 


I. 3. and the undivided Glory of the 


Eſtence, being equally the fame in all the 
Three Perſons in God: Hence it is that | 


our Lord ſays, He that hath ſeen me, hath 


ſeen the Father, Fobu 14.9. Becauſe in 
the Perion of Chriſt, we behold the ſame 


eſſential Glory that is in the Perlon of the 


Father; (and allo in the Perſon of the 
Holy Ghoſt; he being God equal with 


both) and not only do we behold the | 
eſſential, but allo the perlonal Glory of | 
all tlie Three, radiantly difplay'd in he 
Face of Jeſug. As 2 Cor. 4.6. Tor God Þ 
who commanded the Light to ſhine out of | 
Darkneſs, hath ſhiued in our Hearts, to 


give the Light of the Knowledge of the 


Glory of God in the Face of eſis Christ. 
Which is to far from deſtroying us, that | 
it becomes the Miniſtration of Life; 
Ht hile we all with open Face, beholdimg 
as in a Glaſs the Glory of the Lord, are 
chang'd into the ſame Image, from Glory 
2% Glory; as in the preceding Chapter. 
Oh amazing! that the Buſb ſhould be on 


Fire, and yet not couſum' d, Exod. 3. 2. 


That the Godhead ſhould dwell in the 
Man Chriſt | Perſonally] in all its flaming 


_ Glories; and yet the Nature not be con- 
ſum'd, but preſerv'd ; And thro? him in 
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all his [Relatively] and yet their Perſons 
not be conſum'd, but preſery'd thereby, 
even amidit a thouſand conſuming Tri- 
als! Well might Moſes ſay, I' now turn 
| aſide and ſee this great Sight ! Thus Chriſt 
is the Way in his Perſon, as Mediator; 

The great Medium of Converſe between 
God and Creatures. But 


Secondly, He is allo the Way, as our 


*  Kinſman- Redeemer, that has ttaiu'd 
eternal Redemption for us, Heb. 9. 12. 
And as ſuch he is the great Medium of 
Converſe between God and Sinners, In 
Which is compriz'd, both his Suretiſhip 
| Undertakings in the everlaſting Cove- 


nant; and alſo his Suretiſhip Pertorman- 
ces in the Fulneſs of Time. He not on- 
ly voluntarily undertook to pay the vaſt 
Sums we ow'd; from whence it became 
a righteous Thing with God, to demand 
Satisfaction at his Hands ; But he alſo in 
the Fulneſs of Time, (according to his 
Engagement from everlaſting) Paſſum'd 
our Nature, Heb. 2. 16. Suſtain'd our Per- 
ſons, Col. 1. 18. Fulfill'd the Law for us, 
Matt. 5.17. with Rom. 5.18. Bare our 
Sins, 1 Pet. 2. 24. Was made a Curſe, 
Gal. 2.12. Contlicted with the Powers 
of Darkneſs, L. Lille 22. 53. Endur'd his 


C.3 Father's 
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Father's Wrath, Matt. 27. 46. And at laſt | 


dy'd in our Room, Rom. 5.6. Deſcended * 


into the Grave, Eph. 4. 9. And roſe again | 
for our Juſtification, Rem. 4. 25. And 
having finiſf'd h's Work below, he at- 
cended to Glory, in the Triumphs of his 
Conqueſt, Eph. 4. 10. Attended with the 
Chariots of God, and the Shout of Thou: 
ſands of Angels; as the Lord ſtrong and | 
mighty, the Lord mighty in Battle, J. 68. | 
17, 18. with 47.5. and 24. 8. And as our 
great Repreſenting-Head, he enter'd into | 
the Holieſt of all, and ſat down at the 
right Hand of the Majeſty on high, Heb. | 
9. 24. and 1. 3. And by this Diſcharge of | 
his Suretiſhip Engagements, he has an- 
ſwer'd all the Laws Demands, Rom. 10. 
4. Satisfy*d Juſtice, Ia. 42. 21. Made an 
End of Sin, Dau. 9. 24. Spoiled Princi- Þ 
palities and Powers, Col. 2.15. Eſtabliſh'd F 
a laſting Peace between God and us, Col. 
1. 20. made Reconciliation for Iniquity, | 
and brought in an everlaſting Righteouſ- | 
eſs; yea, has brought us in it, in his 
own Perſon, into the Preſence of his and Þ 
cur Father, John 20. 17. preſenting us in Þ 
the Budy of his Fleſo, thro Death holy | 
aud unblameable, and unreproveable in 
bis Sigi, Col. 1. 22. Thus Chriſt is the | 


1. 46 
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Way in what he is To us, and has done 
: Forus, in which God walks with his poor 
* ſinful Children. 

* Here all the divine Perfections harmo- 
nize. Mercy and Truth meet togethcr, 


.. 85. 10. Here it is that God can be 
just, and yet the Tuſtifier of him that be- 
lieves in Jeſus, Rom. 3. 20. Juſt to For- 
dive us our Sins, and to cleanſe us from all 
Urriehteouſneſs, 1 John 1. 9. Juſt in abun- 
dant Pardon, multiplying to pardon the 


Ia. 55.7. And it was the glorious Diſ- 


in Chriſt, made the Prophet break forth, 
as being fill'd with aſtoniſhing Wonder, 


that pardoneth Iniquity, and paſſeth by 


ever, becauſe he delighteth in Mercy. 
Here's Room for God to Walk with 

us in his everlaſting Kindneſs, 1/a. 54. 8. 

Covenant-Faithfulneſs, P/. 80. 33. Abun- 


# dant Goodneſs, Fer. 31. 14. Infinite Wil- 


dom, ordering all Things for our Good, 
Eßpb. 1. 8. Rom. 8. 28. And in his almighty 
= Power ſuſtaining us under our Weak- 
= 5 „ mow, 


' Righteouſneſs and Peace kiſs each other, 


multiply*d Sins of our daily Provocations, 


play of this Grace, in his Walk with us 


Mic. 7. 18. Who is a God like unto thee, 


the Tranſereſfſion ef the Remnant of his 
22 He retameth not his Auger for 
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neſs, defending us from our Enemies, by 
which we are kept as in a Garriſon, thro? 
Faith unto Salvation, 1 Pet. 1. 5. 


Again, here's Room alſo for us to walk | 


with God in all Relations, with ſilitable 
Diſpofitions. With God, as a Father, 
Eph.5.1. Chriſt, as an Husband, Bro- 
ther, Friend, Pf. 45.11. Heb. 2. 11. Joh. 
15. 14. With the Holy Ghoſt, as an In- 
dweller, Sanctifier ind Comtorter, Eph, 
4. Zo. Tor the Blood of Jeſus cleanſeth its 
from all Sim, 1 John 1. 7. And gives us 
Boldneſs in the Preſence of God, Heb. 
10. 19. His Righteouineſs cloaths us, 
Jſa. 61, 10. His Fullneſs ſupplies us, 70h. 
1.16, His Merits preſent us and all our 

Services acceptable to God, 1 Fer. 2.5. 
But O! how doth infinite Wiſdom ÞF 
ſhine in the Contrivance of this living 
Way; and infinite Grace alſo in the Pro- 
viſion of it for us? Ay, for us while thou- 
ſands periſh in their own Ways! That 
this Way of Holineſs ihould be for us, 
and that we as the Redeemed of the Lord 
inould walk here, when the unclean ſhatl 
not paſs over it, Iſa. 3 5. 8, 9. (That were 
not ſet apart in electing Love, Jude 1. 
Waſh'd in Redeeming Blood, Rev. 1. 5. 
nor ſanctify'd by the Holy Ghoſt's Work 
2 in 
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in Regeneration, 1 Cor. 6. 11.) and that 
this Path which the Vultures Eye hath 
not ſeen, Job 28.7. ſhould not only be 
provided for us, but alſo reveal'd in us, 
Cal. 1.16. And made ſo plain, that ſuch 


Fools as we ſhould not ery therein, while 
in our Way-taring State paſhng from 
Earth to Heaven, is diſtinguiſhing Grace 


to a Wonder: We were as blind as o- 
thers by Nature; and not only ignorant 
| of it, but oppoſite to it; and yet the 
* Redeemed of the Lord ſhall walk here. 
Aye [ſhall] notwithſtanding their natu- 


ral Averieneſs, great Unworthineſs, hei- 
nous Provocations, and repeated Back- 


flidings. For it is a [ſhall] not only of 
Free, Abſolute, but alſo of reigning, om- 


nipotent Grace, that ſecures our Walk- 


ing here, notwithſtanding all the Oppo- 


ſition of Hell againſt it; by ſtrongly ſub- 


duing our Rebellion, and ſweetly allur- 


ing us, into the moſt complacent Wil- 
lingneſs in the Day of Power, Jſ. 110.3. 
The everlaſting Salvation we have in this 


way, Iſa. 45. 17. makes us /ing of eter- 
nal Mercy now, Pſ. 89.7. But O! when 


we {hall ſee it in ell its full Glories, with 


what rais'd Notes ſhall we ſhout forth 


Hallelujahs, in the Preſence of Gad, one 
| _ the 


— — IR 
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the Lamb for ever, Rev. 7. 9, 10. and 
19. 1. Thus much as to the Way, in 
which both God and the Soul walk, as 


g = taken comprehenſively. But 
= 3 Way may alſo be con- 
FB ſider'd diſtributively. And thus all the | 


lefſer Paths, comprehended in Chriſt the 
great Way may be ſo ſtyled. And the 


| Way in this Reſpect may be reduc'd to 
i four general Heads: Fzrſf, The Way of | 
1 Faith. Secondly, The Way of inſtituted 
5 Worſhip. Thirdiy, The Way of Divine | 
| Providence, And, Fourthly, The Way of | 


_ Converltation-Holineſs. | i 
Fir, The Way of Faith. By which | 
I intend the Doctrine of Faith, or the 
Way of Divine Revelation, call'd the | 
Way of God, As 18. 26. in which God | 
Walks with his own in peculiar Grace; 
revealing to theſe Babes the Myſteries 
of the Goſpel, while they are bid from | 
the wiſe and prudent World, Matt. 11. | 
25. 1 Cor. 2. 10. The divine Revelation, | 
is alike made to all in the written Word; 
but God makes it a Way in which he | 
maniteſts himſelf unto us, ſo as he doth | 
not unto. the World, fohn 14. 22, Our 
Eyes heve the Bleſſedneſs to fee, Marr. 
13. 16. While they ſeeing ſee not, ver. 
1 13. 
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13. O the Sovereignty of Grace! 7 


| | make all my Mountains a Way (faith the 
Lord) and my hich Ways ſhall be exalt- 


ed, Iſa. 49.11. III make all my [Moun- 


tains!] all the high Acts of my Grace in 
Chriſt, which are firm as Mountains, a 


[Way] where Pl] delightfully walk with 


my People: Aud my high Ways ſhall be 


[exalted] i. e. Lifted up IN the glorious 


Dc crtrrines of the Goſpel, and, by my Spi- 
rit, in the Hearts of my People, as ſo 
many high Ways for them to walk in. 


And as in this way of Faith doctrinally, 


divine Revelation, God walks with his, 
in the Sovereignty of his Grace; ſo they 


alſo, herein walk with him in the Obe- 
Aience of Faith practically, Ram. 16. 26. 
Ihe Grace of Faith, as a Fruit of the 


Spirit, in the Souls of Believers, Gal. 5. 


22. is a Principle ſuited to the Doctrine 
of Faith. As an Eye, it looks to Faith's 


Object, Heb. 12. 2. As an Hand it layͤs 


huoold thereon, Heb. 6. 18. And as a Foot 


it Walks therein, Col. 2. 6. While all the 
glorious Doctrines of Faith, ſhining in 


Chriſt the Path of the Tut, Prov. 4. 18. 


by the Holy Ghoſt's Light, become as ſo 


many high Places, on which the Soul de- 


lightfully Walks with God, Hab. 3. 19. 


In 
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Tn this Way of Faith, all the famous Wor- 


thies mention'd in the Eleventh of the 


Hebrews, walked with God; Yea, all the 

Saints that ever were, are, or {hall be, 

have, do, and {hall walk here. : 
And further, God cells all his Chil- 


dren (tho? ſome in a more eminent man- 


ner than others) to walk with him in this 


way of Faith, even when they want the 
Light of ſpiritual Senſe. God always 
Walls with his in Chriſt, according to | 
the Revelation of his Mind to 'em, tho? 


not always apparently. And they an- 


ſwerably walk with him in Faith, receiv- 


ing his divine Teſtimony, ſetting to their 


Heal that he ig true, ohm 3. 33. Judgin 


him. both able and faithful who hath 
promiſed, Ry. 4. 21. Heb.11.11. And 
as ſuch truſting in him even when he 
ſeems to lay em, Job 13. 15. When 
dark Diſpenſations cover 'em, and they 
have no Light of Senſe to walk by, yet 
even then can they yu in the Lord, and 


ſtay themſelves upon their God, Iſa. 50.10. 


Altho' the Fig-tree ſhould not bloſſom, nor 
Fruit be in the Vines, the Labour of the 
Clive fail, the Field yield no Meat, the 
Flock be cut off from the Fold, and uo Herd 
in the Stalls; yet they go on in Faith re- 

 joycing 
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2 joycing in the Lord, and joying in the 


2 God of their Salvation; while by his 


Strength their Feet are made lite Hinds 


feet, to walk upon their high Places, 
Hab. 3. 17, 18, 19. And in this way of 
Faith God is glority'd exceedingly, by 


bis [difplaying] and his Peoples [afcrt- 
bing] the Glory of his unchangeable 
Grace, Mal. 3. 6. Eternal Mercy, Co- 
venant-Faithfulneſs, ſal. 89. 1. and Al- 
mighty Power, Exod. 15.6. in pertorm- 
ing the Truth to Jacob, the Mercy pro- 
mis' d from the Days of old, Mic. 7. 20. 
Fulfilling with his Hand whatſoever his 
Mouth hath ſpoken, x Kgs 8. 24. 

Secondly, Inſtituted Worſhip is another 


Way in which God and his People yalk 
with each other. The moral Obligation 


whereto we have in the Firſt Command, 


Thou (halt have no other God but me, 


Exod. 20. 3. Thou ſhalt worſhip the Lord 


thy God, and him only ſhalt thou ſerve, 


Matt. 4. 10. The particular Direction 


whereof is contain'd in the Scriptures of 
the Old and New Teſtament, 2 Tim. 3. 


16, 17. God in Old-Teſtament times 
made Revelation of his Mind herein to 
his People by his holy Prophets, and e- 
minently by that great Prophet Me/2s. 


But 


TOUT 


38 A DISCOURSE upon 4 
But in theſe /a# Days of New-Teſta- 
ment times, he hath ſpoken unts us by his Þ 
Son, Heb. 1.2. According as Moſes had 
long ago foretold, A Frephet ſhall the 
Lord your God raiſe up unto you like unto 
me; unto him ſhall ye hearken, Deut. 18. 
15. Chriſt as the great Prophet of the 
Church, the Son over his own Houſe, Heb. 
3.6. hath made a compleat Revelation 
of the divine Will relating to Goſpel- 
Worſhip, which the Faith of New- Te- 
ſtament Saints delightfully ſubmits to; 
owning Chriſt as Prophet, and allo as“ 
King in Sion. As Prophet, he made the 
divine Revelation; 2s King, he cloath'd 
it with..the Authority of his divine Com- 
mand. Thus Matt. 28. 19, 20. Goye F 
therefore, teach all Nations, baptizing | 
them in the Name of the Father, and of | 
the Som, and of the Holy Ghoft : teaching 
them to obſerve all Things whatſcever 1 
have commanaed you: and lo, I am with 
you always to the end of the Wirld, A. 
men. God has choſen Sion for his Habita- 
tion, Pfal. 132. 13, 14. And ſet his King 
upon his holy Hill, Pf. 2. 6. And here he 
Will awell for ever, for he hath deſired it. 
And as God's Dwelling-place is in Sion, | 
Pſal. 76. 2. fo his Peoples alſo, T.. 69. 
5 Th 3559 
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35. For God will ſave Zion, and build 


| the Cities of Judah, that they may dwell 
= there. 3 . 
PFeurther, as the Churches are builded 
| together, for an Habitation of God thro 
| the Spirit, Eph. 2. 22. ſo he allo Walks 
| there: Iwill Walk in em, ſays God, 2 Cor. 
6. 16. whichif true of particular Belie- 
vers, is much more ſo of the Churches. 
| Chriſt Walls amidſt the Seven golden Can- 
d dleſticks, Rev. 2. 1. And loves the gates of 
Sion more than all the Dwellings of Ja- 


cob, Pſal. 87. 2. Tis here his People ſze 


His goings, Tſal. 68. 24. And Goſpel- 


F Worſhip, whether publick or private, is 


a a glorious Way wherein God and his 


| ; People Walk together. bY TS F 
| Firſt, Publick: The Law goes forth out 
ion, and the Word of the Lord from 


F Jeruſalem; his People, taught in his 


| Ways, Walk in his Paths, Iſa. 2.3. He 
cloaths her Prieſts with Salvation; her 
| Saints ſhout for Joy; Abundantly bleſſeth 
ber Proviſion; her Poor are ſatisfy'd with 
Bread, Pſal. 132. 15, 16. God mhabits 


the Praiſes of Iſrael, Pſal. 22. 3. and 


| Praiſe waiteth for him in Sion, Þſal. 


65.1. Tis here he walks with his Peo- 
| ple, as a God hearing Prayer, ver. 2. 


and 
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and they with him by he Spirit of Sup. | 


plications, Cech. 12. 10, pouring out their? 
Hearts before him, Pal. 62. 8. While his? 
Ear is open to their Cry, Fſal. 34. 15. 
and ſometimes Anſwers are very imme- ! 
diate, while they are yet ſpeaking he hears, | 
Iſa. 65. 24. An Inſtance whereof we! 
have, Acts 4. 29, 30, 31. And now, Lord, 
behold their Threatnings ; and graut unto 
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thy Servants, that with all Boldneſs they 


may ſpeak thy Word, &c. Aud when they - 


- bad prayed, the Place was ſhaken where! 


they were aſſembled together; and they)! 


were all filled with the Holy Ghost, aud]! 
ſpake the Mord of God with Boldneſs. | 
And as publick Worſhip is a Way in! 
which God and his People walk toge-F 


ther, fo 


Secondly, Private Worſhip both in the 
Family and Cloſet. Thus Abraham our! 
Father Walk'd with God. And how Þ 
doth the Lord as it were boaſt of his! 
holy Walk before him? Gen. 17. 19. Fo, 


fuoco him (lays God) that he will cm- 
mand his Children, and his Honſbold f- 
ter him, and they ſhall keep the Way of Þ 
the Lord. And as Abraham, fo all his Þ 
ſpiritual Seed, bleſs'd with the ſame Faith, 
admitted into the ſame Privilege of 
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Walking with God, paſs on in the ſame 
Steps of the Faith of their Father Abra- 
ham, Gal. 3. 29. Rom. 4. 12, 16. They 


\* meditate in Jehovah's Law, Pſa. 1. 2. and 
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Manner of their Worſhip, John 4. 3. 
| Oh infinite Condeſcenſion! Vill God 
udecd dwell with Men on Earth ! 2 Chron. 
6. 18. Will the High and Lofty One, the 
Great [T AM] Ia. 57. 15. Exod. 3. 14. 
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on all his wondrous Works, Pſal. 143. 5. 


He makes it ſweet to them, 7/21. 104. 


34. and acceptable in his Sight, /. 19. 


14. They cry unto the Lord in their 
Trouble, He hears their Cry, and fulfils 
their Deſire, P/al. 3. 4. and 145. 19. 


They give Thanks to his Name, and he 
accepts their Praiſes, P/ 30. 12. and 50. 
23. 1 Pet. 2. 5. accounting them only 


4 
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the true Worſhippers, that worſhip in Truth, 
as to the Matter, in Spirit, as to the 


familiarly Walk with Worms, that are 
leſs than nothing, and Vanity ! Iſd. 40. 17. 


Will He that is far above all Bleſſing and 
© Praiſe, Neh. 9.5. that humbleth himſelf 
to behold the Worthip of Heaven, Pſa. 
, 113.6, yet bow down a gracious Ear to 


the chattering Prayers and Praiſes of 
mortal, ſinful Men, whoſe Foundation 


is in the Duſt! Tſal. 3 1. 2. Iſa. 3 8. 14. 
\ | D | 
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Job 4. 19. Tis well for us that this Path 
of divine Worſhip is comprehended in 
Chriſt; elle God and we could never 
walk together in it. But 1 
Thirdly, Divine Providence is alto a 
Way, in Which God and his People walk 
together. Which may be divided into 
two Parts, Proſperous and afflictive. 

Firſt, Pro perous; The Saints are in- 
deed for the molt part a poor and an af- 
Hicted people, Leph. 3.12. But yet {ome 
Proſperity, more or lefs, our dear Fa- 
ther is pleas'd to afford to all his Chil- 
dren. They are Heirs of promiſe, Heb. 
6.17. and Godlineſs hath the promiſe of 
the Life that nom is, as W go” 5 that which 
. is to come, 1 Tim. 4.8. All Things are 
theirs, and the World =: the relt, 
t Cor. 3. 21, 22. They are Heirs of it, 
Rom. 4. 13. The Meek ſhall inherit the 
Earth, Matt. 5.5. And they are enter'd 
upon the Poſſeſſion of it now by Faith, 
in that NIeafure of it infinite Wiſdom has 
alotted tor every Child. They are call'd 
to inherit a Bleſlug, 1 Pet. 3. 9. And all 
the Promiſes of God are Tea, and Amen 
in Chritt Teſts, 2 2 Cor. 1. 20. Even thoſe, 
Deut. 28. 11, 12, 13. And the Lord ſball 
make thee ple aebi goods, in the fruit 


of 
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| of thy body, and in the fruit of thy cattle, 


| and im the fruit of thy ground, in the laud 
| which the Lord ſware unto thy fathers to. 


give thee. The Lord ſball open unto thee 


bis good treaſure, the Heaven to give rain 


L unto thy land in its ſeaſon, and to. bleſs 
all the work of thine hand : and thou ſhalt 
lend to many Nations, and ſhalt not boy- 


oro: and the Lord (hall make thee the 


| Head, and not the Tail, &c. The Lord is, 
indeed, good to all, and his tender Mer- 
| cies (in the Bounties of his Providence) 


| are over all bis Works, Pf.145. 9. And 


the Wicked, generally ſpeaking, have the 
greateſt Share of outward. good things, 
their portion being in this Life, Pſ. 17. 
14. But God walks with his own in + 
very diſtinguiſhing Manner from the 
World, in the way of providential Boun- 
ty. They are bleſs'd in their Basket and 


Store, in their coming in, and going out, 


and in all they ſet their Hand unto, 


Deut. 28. 5, 6, &c. Aye, bleſs'd indeed, 


tor in bleſiug they are bleſt, Gen. 22. 17. 
They have the Inſide of the Rleſſang, 
(God's Heart in every Favour they enjoy) 


while others have only the outſide ; nay, 

their very Blefings are curs'd to em, 

Mal. 2. 2. And the proſperity of fools de- 
9 2 


ſtroys 
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ſtroys 'em, Prov. 1. 32. Hence it is, A 
little that a righteous Man hath is better 
than the Riches of many wicked, Pſ. 37. 
15, The Saints {ce the Fountain whence 
all their Bleſſings flow, 1 Chron. 29. 14. 
while others boat of their Il calih, as it 
gotten by their own Hand, Pf. 49. 6. 
They poſſeſs / things as their own in 
_ Chriſt, 2 Cor. 5. 10. while the wicked, 
alas! have no ſpiritual Right to the leaſt 
Bit or Drop, Prov. 16. 8. They lee the 
Face of God in every Smile of Provi- 
dence, Gem. 33. 10. But if favour be ſhew- 
ed to the Wicked, they behold not the 
Majeſty of the Lord, Iſa. 26. 10. God's 
People tafie and ſee that the Lord is 
good in every Mercy, P/. 34.8. They not 
only taſte and fee the Goodneſs of the 
Mercy, but of God 1n the Mercy; while 
the Wicked in their full Proſperity are 
utter Strangers to God, and Enemies 
both to him and his, 7ſ. 73. 3, &c. The 
Wicked have no Aſſurance of a Day's 
Favour; they are ſet in flippery places, 
cer. 18. But the Saints Mercies are Co- 
venant Mercies, / 111. 5. The ſure mer- 
cies of David, Iſa. 55. 3. So that they 
may ſing with him, Surely goodneſs and 
mercy ſpall follow me all the Days of my 
Life, Pf. 23. 6. And 
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| And Oh the Glory of God's Walk 
with his, in his Wonder-working Pro- 
vidence! Pf. 107. 8. The young Lions do 


lack and ſiffer Hunger, but they that ſeek 


the Lord thall not want any good thing, 
Pf. 34. 10. He'll keep them alive in Fa- 
mine, Tſ. 3 3. 19. Aye, and that by a mi- 


raculous Power, if ordinary Means fail. 


The Ravens muſt feed Elhah, rather 


than he ſhall die for Want, 1 Kings 17. 


6. And the Barrel of Meal ſhall not waſte, 
nor the Cruſe of Oil tail, that he may be 
ſuſtained, ver. 14, 15. The Mount of 
their Extremity 1s God's Opportunity, 


Gen. 22.14. He not only helps 'em, but 


that right early, Ff. 46. 5. And as God 
walks with his, in the Bounties of his 
Providence, as their own God and Fa- 
ther, / 67. 6. 103. 13. Supplying all 
their Need, Phil. 4.9. So they allo here- 
in Walk with him as his dear Children, 
Eph. 5. 1. not truſting in wrcertain Riches 
but in the Living God, who gives them 


all Things richly to enjey, 1 Tim. 6. 17. 


honouring the Lord with their Subſtance, 
Prov. 3. 9. And im every thing giving 
Thanks to the Glory of his great Name, 


1 Theſſ. . 18. 1 Cor. 19. 70, . And 
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as Proſperous, ſo 


Secondly, Afflictive Providence, is a Þ 
Way in which God and his People walk Þ 


together. Man 1s born unto Trouble as 


oO | 
the Sparks fly upward, Job 5.7. Afflic- 
tions are the natural Fruits of Sin, and to 
the Wicked the Fruits of the Curſe, 
Deut. 28. 20, Sc. God as a righteous Judge 
inflits 'em as vindictive Puraſhments , 


and every Drop thereof is a ſure earneſt 


of the approaching Storm of avenging 
Wrath, Naham 1. 2. But yet when God's 
Hand is lifted up, they will not fee, Iſa. 


26. 11. They cry not when he binds em, 
Job 36. 13. But quarrel with divine So- 


vereignty, Iſa. 45. 9. And after their 
Hardneſs and impenitent Heart treaſure 
1p to themſelves Wrath against the Day 


of Wrath, Rem. 2.5. Till being often re- 
prov'd, and harduing their Neck, they 


are ſuddenly deſiroy'd, and that without 
Remedy, Prov. 29. 1. But God hath his 


Way in which he walks in Mercy with 


his own, even in Affliction- ſtorms, Nah. 
1.3. With Z/. 25. 10. Thro' much Tribu- 
lation they muſt enter the Kingdum, Atts 


14. 22. They are predeſiinated to be con- 


forma ble unto Chriſt in Sufferings as 
well as in Glory, Rom. 8. 29. ver. 17. 
But 
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But himſelf having born their S9rrows, 


and carried their Griefs, Iſa. 53. 4. the 


Curſe is taken out of em; and it's given 
unto them n the Behalf of Chris, not 
only to é elle, but alſo to ſuffer for his 
Sake, Phil. 1.29. They fill up but what is 
behind of the Afiiftions of Chri$t in their 


_ Fleſh, Col. 3. 24. And when they paſs 


_ thro the Waters, the Lord being with 


'em, the Rivers do'n't overflow them; and 


thro the Fires, the Flame doth not kindle 
ion em, Iſa. 43.2. In this Way of afflic- 
tive Providence, God walks with his 
People in Covenant-Faithfulneſs, Pſ. 89. 
30, &c. 119. 75. As a Wiſe, Tender, 
Gracious Father, Rom. 11. 33. Pf. 103. 13. 


Working 4, Things after the Counſel of 
His own ill, tor the good of his Children, 
* Eph. 1.11. Rom. S. 28. and the glory of 


his own Name, hu 11. 4. He rebukes 


*em in Love, Rev. 3. 19. Chaſtens em for 
their profit, that they might be partakers 
of his Holineſs, Heb. 12. 10. Bleſſeth his 
chaſtening Hand, and Zeacheth them ont 


of his Late, Pf. 94. 12. Opening their 


Ear, and ſealing their Inſtruction, 7ob 33. 
16. By theſe he furgeth out their Corrup- 


tions, Ie. 27. 9. Trieth their Graces, 
1 Pet. I. 65 Ts Nom. Jo $94. And Prepares ; 
Pepe 
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em for an eternal Weight of Glory, 2 Cor. 
4. 17. God's People allo Walk with him 
herein, (ſo far as his Love is ſhed abroad 
in their Hearts) by ſubmitting to his di- 
vine Sovereignty, P.. 39. 9. Putting their 
Mouths in the Duſt, Lam. 3. 29. Juſtity- 
ing him in all his Proceedings, Matt. 11. 
19. Acknowledging his infinite Goodneſs, 
Ezra q. 13. And glorifying him in the 
Fire, Iſa. 24. 15. Here they learn to keep 
God's Commandments, Y ſal. 119. 67. 
Humble themſelves under his mighty 
Hand, Jam. 4. 10. Are patient in Tribu— 
lation, Rom. 12. 12. Yea rejoyce, and 
glory in it alſo, 2 Cor. 7. 4. Rom. 5. 3. 
Knowing that when in the Furnace of 
Affliction, Iſa. 43. Io. the Lord ſits by as 
a Refmer, Mal. 3. 3. and that when he 
has try'd them they ſhall come forth as 
Gold, fob 23.10. Aye, not only doth the 
Lord ſit by. when they are in fiery Tri- 
als, but is with them there; which will 
make them walk at Liberty, in the midſt 
of a burning fiery Furnace, Dan. 3.25. 
Here Abraham Walk'd with God, when 
he offer'd up Iſaac, Gen. 22. Here Aaron 
Walk'd, and held his Peace when his 
two Sons were lain, Lev. 10. 3. Here 
Hli Walk' d, when the Lord ſeat him that 
7 dreadſul 
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dreadful Meſſage, that he would cut off 
bis Houſe, It is the Lord, faith he, let him 
do what ſcemeth him good, 1 Sam. 3. 18. 
Here David Walk'd, when fleeing for his 
| Lite before rebellious Abſalom, and the 
| Prieſts had brought the Ark of God a- 
long with him, Go, faith he, carry it back 
| wnto its place; if I ſhall find favour in the 
| Eyes of the Lord, he will bring me back, 
aud ſhew me both it and his Habitation. 
| But if he ſay, I have no Delight in thee, 
| Behold, here am 1, let him do unto me as 
| ſeemeth good unto him, 2 Sam. 15. 2 5, 26. 
| Here allo Hezekiah Walk'd, when the 
| Lord threatned him with the Bath loniſo 
| Captivity, and that his Son ſhould be 

| Eunuchs in the palace of the King of Ba- 
* bylon. Good (ſaith he) 1s the Word of the 
Lord which thou haſt (poken, 2 Kings 20. 
19. And what an eminent Inſtance here- 
of was holy 70% The Lord ſends one 
Aſfliction upon the Neck of another, 
| takes away his Subſtance, bereaves him 
of his Children, ſtrips him quite naked. 
But how doth Fob take this, will he flee 
| off now, and Walk no more with God? 
No, no. He can give God leave to do 
What he will, with him or his, and not 
be angry. He falls down and worſhips, 
oF acknow- 
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gave, and the Lord hath taken away, aud 


ſtances, recorded in God's Book. Thus 


Saints Walked with God ig Atfiictions, 


Advance of Goſpel-Light and Liberty. 


cution, Famine, Nakedneſs, Peril or 


acknowledgeth infinite Goodneſs, adores 
divine Sovereignty, and bleſſeth the Name 
of Jehovah, for taking as well as grving, 
Fob 1. 20, 21. Then fob aroſe and rent 
his Mantle, ans ſhaved his Head, and fell 
avwn upon the ground and worſhipped. 
Naked came I out of my Mother's Womb, 
and naked ſhall 1 return thither : the Lord 


bleſſed be the Name of the Lerd, But 
the Time would fail wie to multiply In— 


all the Prophets and Cid Tete ment 


And here the Apoſtles and New-Teſta- 
ment Saints Walked alto, in a glorious 


Aye, here they walk with God, not only 
in Afflictions, but in Afffictions unto 
Death, if God calls *em to 1t. They 
coumt not their Lives dear, that they 
may finiſn their Courſe with Foy, Acts 
20. 24. but paſs on triumphing thro? all 
Difficulties, Tribulation, Diſtreis, Perſe- 


Sword, as more than Conquerors thro 
hin that hath loved them, Rom. 8. 35, 
77. Oh this Walking with God in Tribu— 
lation! It's a Joy the Stranger miermed- 
Ales 
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dles not with, Prov. 14. 10. But thus all 
the Saints, according to their ſeveral De- 
grees of Faith and Light, do more or 
leſs, walk with God, in this way of af 
flictive Providence. And as God Walks 
with his herein, to ſympathize with *em 
in all their Sorrows, 1/2. 63. g. to ſuſtain 
'em under all their Burdens, 7 5 5. 22. 
and to do 'em good by every Stroke, 
F/ 119. 71. So allo in his own time com- 
| pleatly and glorioully to deliver them, 


| Pf. 34. 19. which they by Faith truſt 
the Lord for, P/. 22. 8. nor doth he diſ- 


appoint their Expectation, 7. g. 18. 

The Lord will not contend for ever, Iſa. 
57. 16. His Fatherly Auger, in providen- 
tial Frowns endureth but for a Moment; 
Weeping may endure while the Night of 
Affliction laſteth; but Joy cometh in 
Morning of Deliverance; For in his Fa- 
vour there is Life, Pf. 30. 5. He doth not 
willingly afſlict his Children, Lam. 3. 33. 
"Tis but if need be they are in Heavmeſs, 
1 Pet. 1. C. And when he ſpeaks agaimſt 
em, and they are in the midſt of Di- 
ſtreſſes, he earneſtly remembers em ſtill, 
and his Bowle are troubled for them, 
Jef. 3 1. 20. But to exerciſe Loving-kind- 
| neſs, he therein delighterh, Jer. 9. 24. 
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Fudement is his ſtraunge Act, Iſa. 28. 21. 
but to walk with his People in the pure 
unmixed Diſplays of his Goodneſs, is his 
native Delight: When he thus does 'en! 
good, it's with his whole Heart, and his 
whole Soul, Jer. 32. 41. And as God 
Walks with his People in all his provi- Þ 
dential Ways, which are Mercy and | 


Truth, Pf. 25. 10. whether proſperous or £ 


afflitive, ſo they an{werably walk with 
him herein, in Duty and Thankfulneſs. 
And O happy Souls, that are honour'd F 
to Walk with God, in all the providen- Þ 
tial Changes that pals over them! Moſes, Þ 
the Man of God, lets forth their Happi- Þ 
neſs as incomparably great, Deut. 33. 20. 
Happy art thou O Iſrael: who is like unto | 
thee, O People ſaved by the Lord, &c. | 
Fourthly, Converſation-Holineſs is an- 
other Way in which God and his People 
walk together, call'd the May of Gods 
Commandments; which the Pſalmist faid Þ 
he would v when God ſhould enlarge 
his Heart, J. 119. 3 2. Herein the Saints 
are commanded to welk, 1 Pet. 1. 15. 
But as he that hath called you is holy, ſo | 
be ye holy in all manner of Converſation, Þ 
And it may be diſtinguiſh'd from Heart- Þ 
Holineſs, or the new Nature, in the Souls | 
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of the Saints, communicated out of 


Chriſt's Fullneſs by the Holy Spirit; this 
being the Principle from whence it pro- 
ceeds. All holy Actions muſt have an 
holy Principle from whence they flow ; 
an holy Rule to which they are con- 
form'd, and an holy End to which they 
are directed. Love to God is the Prin- 
ciple, his Word the Rule, and his Glory 


the End. Converſation-Holineſs extends 


itfelr to Thoughts, Words and Actions. 
Holy Thoughts, are the Walk of an holy 
Soul with God immediately ; holy Words 


and Actions, ſo far as before Men, its 
| Walk with him remotely. 


And that God and the Soul ſweetly 
walk together in this Way of Holinels, 


15 plain, 1 John 1. 5, 7. God is Light, aud 


in him is no Darkneſs at all. If we walk 
in the Light, as he 1s in the Light, we 


have Fellowſhip one with another. God is 
Lieht; Light here, as I conceive, is put 
tor Holineſs. And we may read it thus, 


God is Holineſs, and in him is no Dark- 


neſs, no Sin, or Contrariety hereto : And 


if we walk in Holineſs, or in the Holy 
ſeſus, (for here only can we walk with 


God, who was typ'd out by the Holy of 


_ Holes, the Place of his immediate Pre- 
| 1 ſence) 
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ſence) deriving all -our Holineſs out of 


Chriſt's Fullneſs; conforming all our 


Actions to the Rule of his Word, and di- 


recting the End to the Glory of God 
in him. If we thus walk in Holineſs as 
he is in Holineſs, we have fellowiſbip one 
with another. The Holy God is in the 
Holy Jeſus only to be beheld, and en- 
joy'd in a faving Soul-transforming man- 
ner: God is in Chriſt only to be obey'd; 
and in him only doth he accept our Ser- 


vices. ?Tis the Holineſs of this Temple, 


ſanctifies all our Performances. And if 
we thus Walk in the Light, as he is in 
the Light, we have Fellow ſhin one with 
another. God with us, and we with 
God; we familiarly walk together in the 


ſweeteſt Friendſhip. (Aye, notwith- 


ſtanding all the Vileneſs of our Hearts, 


and Pollution of our Services; for the 


Blood of Jeſus Christ his Son cleanſeth us 


From all Sim.) So Iſa. 64. 5. Thou meeteſt 


him that rejoyceth, and worketh Righteouſ- 


meſs, thoſe that remember thee in thy ways. | 


Thy ways, not only becauſe thou haſt 


appointed 'em for thy People to walk in, 
but alſo becauſe that there thou wilt fa- | 


miliarly walk with them. And general- 
ly ipeaking, thoſe that walk moſt holily, 
8 3 are 
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are moſt favour'd with God's ſenſible 
| Preſence. In this way of Converſation- 
| Holineſs God walks with his People, 
Firſt, By Teaching them his Statutes; 
| which the Pſalms? ſo often prays tor, 
ie . 


Secondly, By Heart-attracting, Soul- 


| transforming Diſcoveries of the Glory 
| of his Holineſs, and the Excellency of all 
| his righteous Precepts. And, 

| Thirdly, By free and full Acceptation 
| of all their holy Periormances. — 


In the firſt, He walks with us as the 


| Lord our God, 7hat teacheth us te profit, 
leading us in the Way where we {ſhould 
230, Iſa. 48. 17. 

In the ſecond, He ſets his own Holi- 
| neſs before us as a Pattern, and gives us 
to fee the Excellency of all his holy ways, 


to raiſe and ennoble our Spirits: Be ye 
Holy, for I am holy, 1 Pet. 1. 16. Perfect, 
a4 your Father is perfect, Matt. 5. 48. 


And 5 1 = 

In the Third, He walks with us as a 
tender, gracious Father, pitying all our 
Meakneſs, pardoning all our Sinfulneſs, 


and continually accepting all our Servi- 


ces, with the higheſt Complacency and 


Well-pleaſedneſs, 1 Pet. 2. 5. And the 


Saints 


U 
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Saints anſ werably Walk with God here- 
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in. 
Firſt, in that, From his efficacious 


Teaching, they wait for, and receive Di- 


rection to walk in his Ways, Tſal. 123. 
2. Turning their Feet to his Teſtimonies, 
Pf. 119. 105. Ver. 5.9. 

Secondly, Under ſhining Diſcoveries of 


the Glory of his Holineſs, and of all his 
righteous Precepts, they purify them- 


ſelves even as he is pure, 1 foh. 3. 3. and 
love his Law exceedingly, 7 119. 97. e- 


ſteeming al! his Precepts concerning all 


things to be right, and hating every falſe 
Way, ver. 128. And 

Thirdly, in that, while God opens his 
free and full Acceptance of all their Per- 
formances, their Hearts are thereby en- 
larged to run the way of his Command- 


ments; always abounding in his Work and 
Service, 1 Cor. 15. 58. And 


Further, This Converfition-Holinets 


extends itlelf unto a Walking with God, 


in every Place, Station, Relation, and 
Circumſtance of Lite ; whether Spiritu- 
al, Natural, or Civil; in the Church, Fa- 
mily, or Common-wealth. Hence every 
bd b. is exhorted, 7 that Calling wherein 
g is called, therein to abide With God 

97. 


to obey their Maſters in Simzleneſs of Heart, 
as to the Lord; knowing that therein they 


r Cor. 7: 24. And ſervants m particular, 


ſerve the Lord Chrift, Col. 3. 22, 23, 24. 


which holds true in all other Relations 


| whatſoever. And O! with what un- 


ſpeakable Pleature doth an holy Soul 


| walk with God in all relative Duties; re- 


- joycing that the Lord hath commanded. 
them, that ſo it may perform 'em under 
that very Notion or Obedience, . 119. 
111. There's not a common Action of 
ile, but it would intereſt God in, 1 Cor. 


io. 31. Oh how eaſy is Chriſt's Toke, and 


t how /zght his Burden, to the Saints, 
walking with God under the {weet Con- 


FE {traints of his Love, Matt. 11. 30. 2 Cor. 
5. 14. Wiſdom's Hays are to them plea- 


E ſanineſs, and all her paths are peace, 
Prov. 3. 17. They're not their own, 1 Cor. 


6. 19. And whether they live, they live 
E unto the Lord; and whether they die, 


they die unto the Lord. Living and Dy- 


ing, they are the Lords, Rom. 14. 8. 
E They count all that part of their Life 
loſt, in which they do not live unto God: 


All their Time loſt, that is not ſpent for 


! his Glory. Yea, there is ſuch an holy 
| Eagerneſs in their Souls after Wong 
| EL | 1 
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with God, that makes em count all their 
former Walk with him not worth the 
Name. There 1s ſtill ſet before *em ſuch 
an intenſive, extenſive, and perpetual 
way of Walking with God in Holineſs, 
which their Feet have yet never trac'd, 
that makes em forget the things that 
are behind, and reach forth after thoſe 
which are before: and the more Holineſs 
any Soul attains, the more eager it is in 
its Purſuit after it. Thus the great A- 
oſtle Paul, (who is thought by ſome to 
fave had the greateſt Meaſure of Holi- 
neſs, next unto the Man Chriſt) counts 
not himſelf to have attained; but ſtill Þ 
preſſeth forward, that if it were poſlible, Þ 
he might attain to the very Reſurrection 
of the Dead. (Fo be as holy, as if he was 
rais'd from the Dead) Phil. 3. 11, 12. 
This path of the uit, ſhines forth with 
an attracting Glory, at the Souls firſt 
Entrance into the Way of Holineſs ; but 
the further it advanceth therein, the 
more the Path ſhines, Prov. 4. 18. So 
that it paſſeth on from Glory to Glory, 
 perfetting Holineſs inthe Fear of the Lord, 
£0 3 Su 5 
Again, This Goſpel-Holineſs, in which 
the Saints Walk with God, is of a far high- 
| Wo 
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er kind, than was to be found in perfect 
Adam's Heart. It flows from an higher 
Fountain, is mfluenced by higher Mo- 
tives, and is directed to an higher End: 
Adam's Holineſs, flow'd from Chriſt's 
Nature Fullneſs, This, from his Grace- 
Fiulneſs; His was influenced by the com- 
mon Goodneſs of God, This, by his tpe- 


| cial and ſupernatural Goodneſs; That 


| was directed to the Glory of God, as a 
| bountiful Creator, This, to his Glory as 
a new Covenant Father. Not Love to 
EF God only, as the God of Nature, but 
as the God of Grace in Chriſt, is the 
Fountain whence this flows; 1 John 4. 
9, 19. Not common Bounties only, but 
| diftinguifhing Grace and Mercy, diſplay d 
in a crucify'd Jeſus, are the influencing 
Motives of this, Eph. 2. 4, 5. Gal. 2. 19, 
20. Not the Glory of God as the God of 
Nature only, but as the God of all Grace 
and Mercy, and Father of Glory, is the 
End to which this is directed, 1 Pet. 5. 
10. EPh. 1. 17. 1 Cor. 6. 20. 
O what a noble thing is Goſpel-Holi- 
nefs! Not to obtain Life do the Saints 
| walk herein; but to glority God for the 
eternal Gift of it to em, 1 John 5. 11. 
With what high and heavenly Tony 
a ( E 2 a 
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do they here Walk with God under the 
ſheddings abroad of his Love in their 
Hearts, which caſteth out Bondage gear, 
t John 4.18. They obey now, no more 
as Scrvants that work for Wages but as 
thankiul Children bleſt with the Inheri- 
tance, Gal. 4.7. that ſhall abide mm the 
Houſe for ever, John 8. 35. Oh happy 
Souls, who being deliver'd out of the 
Hand of all their Enemies, thus ſerve 
God in Holineſs, without Fear, Liike 1. 
74.75 285 | | 5 
Thus much for the Way in which God 
and his People Walk together, taken 
both comprehenfively and diſtributively : 
or the leſſer Paths, comprehended in 
Chriſt the Great Way. TI proceed to 
take a little Notice, That for a Soul to 
walk with God, doth not only ſuppoſe 
a mutual Agreement, and allo a Way in 
which both Walk. But 
__ Thirdly, A continued Courſe, or Se- 
ries of Steps taken therein. God not 
only begins to Walk with us in Chriſt, 
but he goes on with us in him as our 
everlaſting Friend. The Gifts and Calling 
of God are without Repentance, Rom. 11. 
29, God never repents that he has call'd 
Chriſt to the Office of interpoſing and 
atoning 
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atoning Mediator, Prov. 8, 22. J ſ 110. 
4. that fo he might have an everlaſting 
Way, wherein he might walk with us, 
to the Honour of all his divine Periec- 
tions; nor doth he repent that he hath 
given Chrilt to us, as our everlaſting 
Way to walk with him in. God's Heart 
was fo full of Love towards us from e- 
verlaſting, that he held a Couanlel within 
himſelf, how he might honourably walk 
with us; maintaining an everfaſting 
Friendſhip. And in the Triumphs of 
boundlets Love he breaks forth, exulting 
in this Project of infinite Wiſdom; 1 
have found David my ſervant; with my 
holy Oyl have I anointed him, J. 89. 20. 
And he is the Lord Jehovah, that chan- 
geth not, Mal. 3.6. Time makes no Al- 
teration in his Heart; no, nor his Peo- 
ples Sins neither. Not all our Lownels, 
| Baſeneſs, Vileneſs, and daily Provocations 
can wean his Heart from us. He has 
| Cchofen ſuch fooliſh, baſe, vile, provoking 
Worms as we, to be his everlaſting 
Companions, 1 Cor. 1. 27, 28. {60 40. 4. 
Ia. Oz. 5. He hath deſir'd to Walk with 
us, J. 132. 13. [Us] not our [Vieneſs] 
yet it's Us, [notwithitanding} our Vile- 
neſs, O amazing Grace! and becaule he 
| Eq. hath 
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do they here Walk with God under the 
ſheddings abroad of his Love 1n their 
Hearts, which caſteth out Bondage-fear, 
1 John 4.18. They obey now, no more 


as Servants that work for Wages but as 
thankful Children bleſt with the Inherr- Þ 
tance, Gal. 4. 7. that ſhall abide in the 
Houſe for ever, John 8. 35. Oh happy 
Souls, who being deliver'd out of the 
Hand of all their Enemies , thus ſerve Þ 
God in Holineſs, without Fear, Like 1. 


n 


Thus much for the Way in which God 
and his People Walk together, taken 
both comprehenfively and diſtributively: 
or the leſſer Paths, comprehended in 
Chriſt the Great Way. I proceed to 
take a little Notice, That for a Soul to 
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Walk with God, doth not only ſuppoſeÞ 
a mutual Agreement, and allo a Way in 


which both Walk. Bur, 5 


__ Thirdly, A continued Courſe, or Se- 


ries of Steps taken therein. God not] 


only begins to Walk with us in Chriſt, 
but he goes on with us in him as our 
everlaſting Friend. The Gifts and Calling 
of God are without Repentance, Rom. 11, 
29, God never repents that he has call'd 
Chriſt to the Office of interpoſing and 
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atoning Mediator, Prov. 8. 22. Pf, 110. 
4. that ſo he might have an everlaſting 
Way, wherein he might walk with us, 
| to the Honour of all his divine Perfec- 
tions; nor doth he repent that he hath 
given Chrilt to us, as our everlaſting 
; Way to walk with him in. God's Heart 
was fo full of Love towards us from e- 
verlaſting, that he held a Counſel within 

himſelf, how he might honourably walk 
with us; maintaining an everlaſting 
| Friendſhip p. And in the Triumphs of 
{ boundleſs Love he breaks forth, exulting 
in this Project of infinite Wiſdom; 1 
| have found David my ſervant; with my 
Holy Oyl have ] anointed him, Pl. 89. 20. 
And be is the Lord Jehovah, that chan- 

| geth not, Mal. 3.6. Time makes no Al- 

| eration in his Heart; no, nor his Peo- 

| ples Sins neither. N ot all our Lownels, 
Baſeneſs, Vileneſs, and daily Provocations 
Can wean his Heart from us. He has 
chofen ſuch fooliſh, baſe, vile, provoking 
Worms as we, to be his everlaſting 
Companions, 1 Cor, 1. 27, 28. Jab 40. 4. 
iſa. 62. 5. He hath acfur'd to Walk with 
Us. 7 132. 13. [Us] not our IVileneſs] 
yet it's Us, [notwithitanding] our Vile- 
Nei O amazing Grace! and becauſe he 


5 hath 


| 
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hath thus lov'd us, he goes on to purify 
us more and more, La. x. 25. to make 
us meet for Fellow ſhip with him, who Þ 
is a God of purer Eyes than to behold Ini-. 
quity, Hab. 1. 13. He well knew all the Þ 
Perverſeneſs, Obſtinacy, and Rebellion 
of our Nature, Iſa. 48. 4, 8. and that w- e 
ſhould be no better than thoſe whom his 
Soul hates, Mal. I. 2. 3. And yet in ever- 
lifting Kindneſs he reſolv'd to walk With 
us, d. 54. 8. God, not only wes Well 
pleated to walk with us in Chriſt at friſt, 
but in him he is {till well pleated; yea, 
and will abide everlaſtingly well pleaſed, Þ 
Matt. 3. 17. Iſa. 5 f. 10. O this prepared 
Way! Chriſt is (if I may ſo ſay) a Way 
caſt up, where all Diffioulties and Obſta- 
cles are remov'd. Here God can walk 
with us according to his own Heart, in 
infinite Love and Grace, Goodnels and 
Mercy, Power and Patience, Wiſdom 
and Faithfulneſs; and accordingly he 
_ doth: For Iſrael hath not been forſaken, 
nor udah of his God; tho their Laud 
was fll'd with Sin againſt the Holy One | 
% ͤ««⁰· 
Sod Walk'd with his People of old, 
when he brought them forth out of E 
At thro' the Red Sea, and all along 
. | thro* 
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' thro? that great and terrible Wilderneſs. 
Which was typical of our ſpiritual Deli- 
verance from all our Enemies, by the 
Blood of Jeſus; and our Paſſage thro? a 
World of Trials, to the heavenly Reſt. 
When the Time drew near for Jael's 
| Deliverance out of 7zypr, I will go out, 
ſays God, Exod. 1 1. 8. TwWas he led forth : 
their Armies, And when they paſs'd 
thro? the Red Sea, *twas he marched be- 
fore em, Hab. 3. 15. That led em forth 
by the right hand of Moſes, with his glo- 
rious Arm, dividing the water before em, 
to make himſelf an everlaſting Name, Iſa. 
63. 19. And how did God Walk with 
his People quite thro? the Wilderneſs, in 
| a pillar of Cloud by day, and in a pillar 
| of Fire by night? Num. 14. 14. And this 
| notwithſtanding. all their Provocations , 
| Neh.g.19. And as God, in this Pillar of 
Cloud and Fire, continued to Welk with 
his People of old, in a typical and exter- 
nal manner, viſible to their corporeal bi 
Sight; ſo much more doth he walk with = 
his People now, in a real, ſpiritual and | 
tranſcendent Glory, viſible only to Faith: 
and the very Term of [Walking] doth 
imply a continued Courſe. Tis not 
two or three Steps taken in a han 1 
To | A uffi- 
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56 A DISCOURSE upon 
ſufficient to denominate it Walking! 
therein. In this Myſtery then, of God's 
Walking with us, and we with him, we 
are to oblerve a continued Courſe. God 
not only begins to walk with us at firſt, 
in the Perſon of Chriſt, as the alone 
Mediator; and in him allo as the great 
Redeemer; but he continues to go on 
with us in this great Way, according to 
his unchangeable Heart-Love, Fer. 3 1.3. 
Mal. 3. 6. the unchangeable Dignity of 
the Mcdiator's Perſon, Rom. 9. 5. Heb. 
13. 8, and the eternal Efficacy of the 
Redeemer's Merits, Heb. 9. 12. and 10. 
14. Chriſt as our great High-Prieſt, not 
only made Peace for us on the Crots, but 
he alſo maintains it for us on the Throne: 
He was once Dead, but is Alive, and 
tives for evermore, Rev. 1. 18. to main- 
rain an everlaſting Friendſhip between 
God and us. e 
We are poor ſinful, ſinning Creatures; 
and Satan our grand Enemy, is always 
accuſing us Day and Night before God, 
Rev. 12. 10. But Chriſt always appears 
in the Preſence of God for us, Heb. 9. 24. 
as our righteous Advocate to plead our 
Cauſe, 1 Jobs 2. 1. It Satan accuſe us, 
Chriſt pleads what he is to us, and has 
3 „ 
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done for us, to the full Satisfaction of 


clear in a way of Righteouſneſs, with 
Honour in open Court. If Satan impr oo 
the Charges he brings againſt us, 


ſhould continue to Walk with us; Chriſt 
pleads his own Worthineſs, and the In- 
> tereſt he hath in his Father s Heart, as 


Grace has taken us into; which always 
prevails wich the. Father for continued 


Pleas for us in that Secenteenth of John, 


Heaven) upon his perſonal Relation to, 


and Intereſt in his Father? ver. 24. Foß 


ton, lovedſt L Mle] Father, before the Foun- 


| dation of the Wa. I. And how doth he 


| plead dur Union with him? ver. 16. 
| They are not of the World, even as I am 
| 70. of the World. As it ' he ſhould tay, 

Father, They are [One] with Me; a di 


ſtindt Company from the World; and 
muſt ther efore ſhare in the ſame Pr ivile- 


ges T enjoy; Again, how doth he plead 


our Relation both to him and his Fa- 


ther? wer. 9. 10. Tpray not for the World, 


but for 8 that ho huſt s g/ me, for 


they 


Law and Juſtice; and ſo he brings us off 


ſhew how unworthy we are, that God 


alſo the inſeparable Relation and Union 


E Communion,” Ho doth he found his 


(a Pattern of his Intercefſion now in 


„ IVR 
— 2 — 


1 


: 


em, thou haſt loved em into a ſuperna- 
tural and eternal Relation to thyſelf; 
and ſo thou canſt not deny my Requeſt 


ray but for thy own:) And all thine are 
; [Meme alſo. And as thou haſt loved the 


an Overflow of thy Love to me; and in 
loving them, thou doſt but love me, as 
they are my Fulueſs, Eph. 1. 23. O how | 
prevalent muſt theſe Pleas be with 


us! John 16. 27. Chriſt as our Advocate | 
defends us from all Charges; As our In- 
terceſſor pleads for the Communication 


the Oppoſition of the united Powers of 
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they are [Thine.] Thy Heart is ſet upon 


for 'em, becauſe in praying for them 1 


Head, thou canſt not but love the 
Members ; thy Love to them being but 


Chriſt's, and our Father! eſpecially if we 
conſider, that the Father himſelf loveth 


and Continuation of all Favours. And if 


the Father always heard him when be— 


low, John 11. 42. much more now he 


hath exalted him at his own right hand, 


far above all Principalities and Powers, 


and bid him Ask, and be will Gir e him, 


always carries it for us in Heaven, we 


have the higheſt Aſſurance of God's con- | 
tinual Walk with us ; notwithſtanding all 


'The 


Darkneſs. 


| The Apoſtle Jobs brings in the Advo- 
cateſhip of Jelus Chriſt, to this very 
Purpoſe, to ſtrengthen the Faith of the 


nual Walking with 'em. That which we 
habe ſeeu and heard, declare we unto you, 
that you may have Fellowſhip with us: 
and truly our Fellowſhip is with the Fa- 
ther, aud with his Son Feſus Chriſt, 1 


How mult this Fellowſhip be maintain 


Father to depart from us; will he con- 


tinue to walk with us notwithſtanding 


all our Provocations? To this he anſwers 


lutle Children, theſe things write I unto 


Hou that you ſin not. (It becomes you to 
be holy, ſince you are call'd to Walk 


| with an holy God; and if you don't 
| walk holily, you'll diſhonour your high 
| Calling, and the holy Companions you 


are call'd to walk with: You'll grieve 
the Holy Spirit, diſhonour your holy 
Head, and loſe the ſenſible Preſence of 
your holy Father; and therefore {write 


unto you that you ſin not. But) If any 
Man fin, (Let him not ſink under i, 


| 
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Saints he wrote to, about God's conti- 


; John 1. 3. But the Saints might reply, 


We are poor weak ſinning Creatures; 
alas, we {hall be always provoking our 


by way of Anticipation, chap. 2. 1. My 
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and be diſcouraged, as if the God of all 


Grace would break Friendſhip, and walk 
no more with him; For) we have an 
Advocate with the F "ather, Feſus Chrifi 
the Rightegus; that lives in Heaven on 


purpoſe to maintain Fellowſhip between 


God and us: And becarſe he lives, we 


hall live alſo, John 14. 19, T hus the 


Apoſtle to the Romans, If when Wwe Were 
Enemies, We were reconcid 70 God by 
the Death of his Son: mich more being re- 


conciled, we ſball be ſaved by his Life, 


Nom. 8. 10. And to allure the Saints a- 


bout God's continual Walking with 'em, 


are all thoſe Apoſtolical Benedictions and 
Prayers uſed in their Epiſtles: Grace and 


Peace be multiply d unto you, from God 


our Father, and the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, &c. 
It was not enough that Grace and Peace 
were multiply*d to em at firſt, when God 
and they began to Walk together; but 


they muſt be multiply'd continually, in or- 


der to their continual Walking toge ether. | 

And Oh bleſſed be God, "Grace is 2 
boundleſs Ocean, that all the multiply“ 4 
Streams can never draw dry. It has 


been ſtreaming forth continually, in all 


its various Channels, to all the Saints, in 
all the Ages of Time; and yet there 15 
never 


never the leſs in it. The God of all 
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Grace has as much G Grace in his Heart, 
to walk with Us now, in theſe latter 
Ages of the World, as he had when he 


| firſt began to walk with Adam, Enoch, 
| Noah, &c. Yea, let me ſay, That Grace 
is not only multiply'd, to continue his 
Walk with us, but in it alſo. 

God began to Walk with his People 
at firſt in great Grace: And therefore 
it's {aid of one he walk'd with, even ſo 
early as before the Flood, That, Noah 
found Grace in the Eyes of the Lord, Gen. 
6.8. And as God went on with his 
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| Time, chap. 47. 5. But the Grace in 


People throughout the Old Teſtament 


times, how 32 the Diſcoveries of Grace 


riſe? The Waters were riſen in Ezekiels 


| which God walks with New-Telſtament 


| Saints, was a Reſerve of Fayour which | 
in other Ages was not made known, Eph. 
3.5. And as God walks with the Church 
in general, ſo with every Believer in par- 
ticular. Every Step he takes with us is 
a Riſing Diſcovery of his Grace. And 

the further he leads us on the higher 

{till 'twill rife; from the Ancles to the 
Knees; from the Knees to the Loins; 
until he leads us into the infinite Ocean 


of 
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62 A DISCOURSE upon 
of Grace, where we ſhall delighttally 
ſwim for ever. 0s OY 

But mean while, God goes on with us 
now in Chrift, as Jehovah; Jehovah, the 
ſtrong God, Merciful, Gracious, Long- 
ſuffering, abundant in Goodnefs and 
Fruth, Exod. 34.6. And as in Chritt the 
great Way, 10 in all the leſſer Paths com- 
menenden mn an. Eoin; 
In the Way of Faith or Divine Reve- 

lation, enlightening our Minds m the 

Knowledge of his Will, Eph. 1. 17,18,19. 

In the Way of inſtituted Worſhip, as 
Sion's God, bleffing her Proviſion, hear- 


8 ing her Prayers, and accepting her Prai- 


r 
In the Way of Divine Providence, 
whether Proſperous or Afflictive, work- 
ing all things together for our Good, 
%% Te 

In the Way of Converſation-Holineſs, 
ordering our Steps in his Word, and gra- 
ciouſly accepting our Walk unto all plea- 
ſing, Pſal. 119. 133. Rom. 14. 18. Col. 
1. 10. Thus our God Walks with us con- 
_ tinually according to his Covenant Pro- 

miles. I will bring the Blind (faith he) 
by a Way they knew not: Iwill lead them 
in Paths they have not known: 1 w_ 

5 2 make 
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make Darkneſs Light before them, and 
crooked Things ſtraight. Theſe things will 
I do, and not forſake them, Iſa. 42. 16. 
But then we mult obſerve, That the 
Lord always walks with us Really, for 
our Advantage, yet not always ſenſibly 
to our Perception. Chriſt walked witn 
the Diſciples going to Emmaus, and they 
felt glorious Effects of his Pretence; but 
yet their Eyes. were holden that they 
knew him not, Like 24. 13, 14, 15, 16, 
32. And thus it is oft- times with God's 
dear Children: for tho' as the Mountams 
are round about Feruſalem, ſo the Lord is 
round about bis People from henceforth 
and for ever, Pſ.125.2. Yet they, poor 
Hearts, oft think he is far from them. 
As the Church, Lam. 1. 16. Mime 
| Eye runneth down with Water, becauſe 
8 the Comforter which ſhould relieve my 
| Soul is far from me. And yet the Com- 
| forter ever abides with us, fobn 14. 16. 
| tho? his comforting Influences are at times 
& ſuſpended, Pſa. 5x. 12. And thus our 
God continually walks with us; tho” at 
times he covers himſelf with fuch thick 
| Darkneſs that vails the Glory of his Face 
from our Sight, P/. 97. 2. Faith, indeed, 
can. pierce the Cloud ; and fee him con- 
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tinually with us, holding us by his right 
Hand, that we {hall not be moved. . 
73. 23. But alas! it's oft impenetrable 
to ſpiritual Senſe. And then Zion ſays, 
The Lord hath forſaken Her. Tſa. 49. 14. 
Till he reproves her unbelieving Words, 
with a h ſayeſt thou oh Jacob? and 
why ſpeakeſt thou oh Iſrael? Haſt thou ni 
noc? haſt thou not heard 9 that the 
everlaſiine God, the Lord, the Creator ef 
the Ends of the Earth, faluteth not, uei— 
ther is weary? (of walking with thee, 
nor of ſupplying thy Strength to walk 
with him) For he giveth Power to the 
Faint, and ts them that have no Might, 
_ beencreafeth Strength. Iſa. 40. 21, 28, 29. 
But, Oh how a treſh Diſcovery of 
this Grace, makes a weary Child of 
God, juſt ready to faint under Abſence, 
and want of ſenſible Influences, to ve- 
new its Strength; to mount up with 
Wings as Eagles, to run and not be 
weary, to walk and not faint ! Iſa. 40. 
30. God's continual walking with us is 
our. Safety; The Faith of it our Com- 
fort. *Twas this made David ſing ſo 
chearfully, Tho? I walk thro the Valley 
o the Shaduw of Death; I will fear no 
Exit: For thou art with me. Pſal. 23. 4. 
TOES e eee 
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Place? No, fays he, God is with me, and 
| 7 fear nothing. O the Faith of God's 
being With his Children, what has it 
carried them thro'? By this they have 
F overcome the Morld, both in its Frowns 
and Smiles, 1 70% 5.4. It has made em 
bold as Lions, Prov. 28. 1. They have 
fear'd neither Men nor Devils, Heb. 13. 6. 
Nom. 8.3 8. Tas this Way God ſtreng- 
then'd his Servant 7o/bua. There ſhall ot 
any Man be able to ſtand before thee al. 
the Days of thy Life; as I was with 
Moſes, ſo 1 will be with thee, I will net 


5 fail thee, nor forſake thee. Be ſirong and 
H a good Courage, Jb. 1. 5,6. And thus 
in meaſure he {ſtrengthens every of his 


Children. Let but God ſay to a feartul- 
hearted Child, Be ſtrong; as I have been 


E with others of my Children, ſo I will 
be with thee; and no Oppoſition Thall 


be able to ſtand before thee: For 7 will. 


never leave thee nor forſake thee, Flow. 
13.5. What Strength doth it put into 
che Soul? Job 23. 6. Now it can reaſon 
it out in Faith, againſt all unbelicving 
| Fears, Hath he ſaid it, aud (ball he not 
do it? Hath he ſpoken, and ſhall he not 


make it good © Num. 23. 19. Until it rai- 
; F ſeth 
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ſeth a Shout of joyful Triumph in God 


that he ſhould lie, nor the Son of Man 


Depth, Life nor Death, things preſent nos | 


with us is obſcured from our Sight, tis 


he breaks out upon us again, with a new 
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the Strength of 1/ael, Who's not a Man 


that he ſhould repent, 1 Sam. 15. 29. God] 
ſays to his Worm, Jacob, Fear not, for If 
am with thee ; be not diſmayed, for I an 
thy God, &c. Iſa. 41. 10. Faith receives 
the glad Tidings, and goes on its way iſ 
triumphing thro” a weary Wilderneſs, be- 
ing perſuaded, that either Height, nu 


things to come, ſhall be able to ſeparat: 
the 9 this Love of God which i: 
in Chrift Feſus our Lord, Rom. 8. 38,309 
God's continual Walk with his People 
is managed in ſuch a Depth and Variety 
of infinite Wiſdom, that his Judgments 
are oft to us unſearchable, and his Way: 
herein paſt fiuding out, Rom. 11.33. Andi 
when the Glory of his conſtant Walk] 


but a Preparation for the brighter Diſ- 
play of his everlaſting Kindneis herein; 
when like the Sun from under an EclipſcÞ| 


amazing Glory; which is exceeding 
Pleaſant for our Eyes to behold, Eccle. 
11.7. And as God continually walks with 
his People in Chriſt, and in all the ways 

8 oi 
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ol his Appointment; ſo they allo herein 
walk with him, according to the Exhor- 
tation, Col. 2. 6. As ye have therefore re- 
| ceived Christ Jeſus the Lord, ſo walk ye 
FE ONS 
Ihe Saints not only begin to Walk 
with God in the Perſon of Chriſt, as Me- 
| diator; and in him alſo as the Great Re- 
deemer; but they go on with him conti- 
wally in this Way, under the gracious 
Fulfillment of that Promiſe, Fob 17. 9. 
The righteous alſo ſhall hold on his Way, 
aud he that hath clean Hands ſhall be 
ſtronger and ſtronger. Tho', poor Hearts, 
they are often feeble; yet this " of 
the Lord is Strength to the upright, Prov. 


10. 29. And fo they hold on in it, becauſe 
cheir very Way is their Strength. And 
cho Deadneſs and Inactivity oft ſeize 
cheir Spirits; yet Chriſt is ſuch a Living 
Way, that communicates Lite to "em e- 
very Step they take in him. In this 
= ay of Righteouſneſs is Life, and in the 
Mp Path-way thereof there is no Death, Fro. 


12.28, And tho? as to their continual 

oo Walking in this Way, there ariſe many 

? Obſtacles from their own Sinfulneſs and 

1 UnworthineS; yet it being a Way pre- 

„ pa'd on purpoſe for 'm in theſe Re- 
3 T 
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ſpeQs, 1 Tim. 1.15. Rom. 4. 16. the Lord | 
takes up the ſtumbling Blocks, and 
makes their way plain before them, 10 
that they paſs on ſafely: Yea, he makes 
the Viſion of Life and Love ſo plain in Þ 
this way, that they yum and read it with 
unſpeakable Pleaſure, Iſa. 57. 14. Prov. 
15. 19. Thal. 78. 53. Hab. 2. 2. When 
God reveal'd Chriſt at firſt to the Souls iſ 
of his Children, as their only Way of 
Walking with him, he was, as ſuch, ex- 
ceeding precious to their Faith, x Pet. 2. 
7. in all his ſuitable Fullneſs to their va- 
rious Wants, Col. 1. 19. and as they re- 
ceiv'd him, ſo they continually Walk 
in him, in every Step they take with 
God, even to their dying Moments. Glad iſ 
were they at firſt as poor, nothing, fi- 
thy, guilty Creatures, to run into this 
Name of the Lord, as their high, holy, 
righteous Way, where only they might 
Walk with God, and be fate, Prov. 18. 
10. And they are ſtill of the ſame Mind. 
Chriſt has loſt no Glory in their Eye. 
They think they need him as much as 
ever. Yea, ſome of the Saints, the further 
they advance think they need him more 
than ever. For tho? as they paſs on in 
— Chriſt, their perſonal Holineſs increaſeth, Þ 
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| yet the more holy they are, the more 


humble. Becauſe the Holy Ghoſt, in 
managing this Work upon their Souls, 
| diſcovers ſtill greater and greater Abomi- 


nations in their Hearts, Ezek. 8.6. on the 


one hand to keep them low in their own n 
Eyes; as on the other, he opens tran- 


ſcendent Views of the Glory of Chriſt, 


to keep him high in their Eſteem. Hence 


it is, That they dare not take a Step with 


Cod in any other Way but Chriſt, what- 
ever Temptations they have thereto. If 


| Satan preſent a pleaſing Proſpect of their 
| own Obedience, and their unbelieving 
| Hearts caſt an adulterous Glance upon 
it, this, under the Holy Ghoſt's convin- 
| cing Work, 70h. 16.9. makes them /oath 


WW themſelves ſo much the more in their 
KF own Sight, Ezek. 20. 43. eſteeming them- 
ſelves but as an uncleau thing; and their 


| beſt Righteouſneſſes but as filthy Rags, 


I. 64. 5. yea, as Loſs and Dung, in com- 


| pariſon of the Knowledge of Chris, as 
| their only Way to Walk with God. Oh! 
'tis in him they would be found, Phil. 3. 
8, 9. For as the Holy Ghoſt's Voice exalts 
Chriſt alone in the Soul, ohm 16. 14. 


ſo the Voice of the New Creature doth 


as it were eccho back the Sound: None 
: C3 ; 
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but Chriſt, none but Chriſt, Chriſt is 
All in All, Col. 3.11. We are (laith the 
Apoſtle) of the Circumciſion that worſhip 
Cod in Spirit, that rejoyce in Chriſt Feſus 
(in him only, in him always) and have 

no Confidence in the Fleſh, Phil. 3.3. The 
holieſt Saint on Earth, dares nor ſet up I 
his own perſonal Holineſs, abſtracted 
from Chriſt, as a Way to walk with 
God in. No, they ſee ſuch Tmpertec- 
tions therein they dare not. Yea, they 
ſee ſuch a tranſcendent Excellency in 
Chriſt, that tho? they were perfect they 
would not know their Sou, they would 
deſpiſe their Life, Job 9. 21. And as they 
go on continually to walk with God in 
Chriſt their great Way, ſo in all the 
leſſer Paths comprehended in him. 
In the Way of Faith, or divine Reve- 
lation, they delightfully go on to Walk 
with God; Receiving his divine Teſtt- 
 mony, and ſetting to their Seal that he 
7s true, John 3.33. Judging him faithful 
who hath promiſed, and truſting him as 
ſuch even in the darkeſt Diſpenſations, 
Heb, 11. 11. fob 13. 15. They know and 
receive the Things of God, under the Spt- 
rit's Revelation, as the higheſt Wiſdom; 
which are Fooliſbneſs to the natural a 
1 8 1 Cor. 
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1 Cor. 2. 6, 12, 14. Having Fellowſhip 
with Goſpel-myſteries, they hold faſt the 
| Faithful Word; and Contend earneſtly for 
| the faith once Deliver'd to the Saints, Eph. 
3. 9. Tit. 1.9. Jude 3. They Buy the 
| Truth and Sell it not; Pro. 23. 23. Coun- 
ting it Dearer than their Lives, Acts. 20. 
24. They Love not their Lives unto the 
| Death, in compariſon with God's Truth, 
| Rev. 12. 11. If they muſt part with Truth 
or Life, they'll rather part with their 
| own Lives, than not be found Walking 
| with God in Truth, 2 Johm 4. Rejoycing 
| that they are counted worthy to [uffer 
| Shame for his Name, Acts 5. 41. Know- - 
| ing that they are ſet for the Defence of 
| the Goſpel, Phil. 1. 17. which is true 
of every particular Believer in his pro- 
per Station, as well as of Chriſt's Mini- 


{tering Servants. For whoſoever loveth 
not the Goſpel above his own Life, and 
is Aſbamed of Chriſt, and his Words, be- 


| fore an adulterons and ſinful Generation, 


of him will he be aſhamed, when he 
cometh in the Glory of his Father, with 
the Holy Angels, Mark 8. 35, 38. And 
Oh how triumphantly, have many of 
God's dear Children walk'd with him 


in Truth, even to a being Faithful unto 


F 4 Death ! 
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Death! To whom Chriſt has now gi- 
ven a Crom of Life, Rev. 2. 10. And 
tho? all the Saints are not call'd to walk 
with God is Witneſling for his Truth 
nato Mar tyre. m; yet the Principle of 
Love beiig the {ame in all, if the Lord 
Was pleas q to draw it out, and call 'em 


to it, chey would rcjoic2 to be all Mar- 


yrs. 
Again, the Saints go on to Walk with 


GO d in the way of inſtituted Worſhip, 
waether publick or private. How do 


they tay with David, Lord, I have lo- 


wed the Habilai10n of thy Houſe, nd the 


Place where thine Honour dwdlleth ! 


P{z1. 26. 8. Ou, Feet fbell fland within 


ihy Gates 5 Jeruſalem, ſal. 122. 2. 


They go u Multitude that keep Ho- 


Day, \ Pſal. 42. 4. to preſent their joint 


9 1 to a God hearing Prayer, 


—— 


1 Tim. 2. I. TA. 34. 15. Who, as ſuch, is 
Hubcun iu ee and His Name i is great 


I Irae!. whil2 i Salem is bis Taber- 


nacle, and bis Dewelling-place in Sion. 
For there braie be the Arrows of the 
Hues, the Shield, the Sword, and the Bat- 
fits Selah, Tſar. 76. I, 25 3. Here they 
Lontinu all, Ht at his Tee 4 and delight- 
1 al hear his Word, Lille 10. 39. Tal. 


119. 
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119. 72. And in the midſt of Jernſa- 
lem they offer Praiſes to the Lord, paying 
their Vows in the Preſence of his Saints, 
Pal. 116, 18, 19. For thither the Tribes 
40 up to the Teſtimony of Iſrael, to give 
thauks to the Name of the Lord, Pſal. 
122. 4. Eſteeming a Day in his Courts 
better than a thouſand, Pſal. 84. 10. As 
God walks in Sion, loving her Gates more 
than all the Dwellings of Jacob, ſo they 
walk here too: Not forſaking the aſſem- 
bling themſelves together, as the manner 
of ſome is, Pſal. 87. 2. Heb. 10. 25, 
And as in Publick, ſo in Private Wor- 
ſhip alſo, the Saints continually Walk 
with God. They meditate in his Law, 
Day and Night, Pſal. 1. 2. Pray al- 
ways, with all Prayer, and Supplication 
in the Spirit, watching thereunto with all 
Perſeverance, Eph. 6. 18. Inſomuch 
that it is ſaid of them, This 1s the Gene- 
ration of them that ſeck him, Tſal. 24. 6. 
Among which Cornelius was found, who 
prayed ro God alway, Af. 10. 2. They 
come boldly to the Throne of Grace, to ob- 


lain Mercy, and find Grace to help em 
in all their Times of Need, Heb. 4. 16. 
And Oh! how glad they are that they 
may go on to walk with God in this 
| way 
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way at all Times, Pouring out their Hearts 
before him, while he 1s a Refuge for 


them! Pſal. 62.8. The Righteous cry, 
and the Lord heareth them, and deliver- 


eth them out of all their Troubles, Pſal. 
38. 17. And then i every thing they 


give Thanks, Fſal. 140. 13. 1 7 hell. 5. 


18. A Saint, walking with God, runs 


as feſt in the Duty of Praile, as he did 
in the Duty of Prayer. Let (lays the 
_Plalmilt) the faghing of the Priſoner come 


before thee, in the greatneſs of thy Power 


preſerve thou them that are appointed to 
die, &c. And [o WE thy Feople, and 


Sheep of thy Paſture will give thee Thanks 


for ever: We will ſhew forth thy Praiſe 
70 all generations, Tſal. 79. 11, 12, 13. 


Becaule to pray without ceaſing, and iu 


every thing to give Thanks, 1s the Will of 


God in Chriſt Jeſus concerning us, 1 Thef. 
5, 1 18. : Li 
Further, the Saints walk on with God 


in the Way of Divine Providence, whe- 


ther Proſperous or Afflictive. The wick- 
ed are without God in the World, Eph. 
2. 12. They fay unto him, Depart from 


ns, we deſire not the Knowledge of thy 


[Vays, Job 21. 14. But the Saints in all 
their Walk would not take one Step 
5 without 
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without him. Proſperity would be a 
comfortleſs Walk to them, 1t God was 
not with 'em there. *Iis the Light of 
his Counterance lifted up upon 'em, that 


' puts more Gladneſs into their Hearts, 


a _ 
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| than the abundant Increaſe of Corn aud 


IV-ine, Pſal. 4. 6, 7. The Saints not only 
begin to walk with God in Proſperity, as 
ſeeing his Hand beſtowing it, giving to 
God the Glory due to his Name, de- 
lighting themſelves in his abundant 
Goodne!s, and Honourimg the Lord with 
their Subſtance; but they allo go on with 
him herein: As faithful Stewards im- 
proving all their Talents to the Glory of 
their great Lord, 1 Pet. 4. 10,11. Matt. 
2c, 21. And it's a higher Joy to a Child 
of God walking with him in Proſperity, 


That thereby he is enabled to glority 


God the more, ſerve his Caule, and be 
rich in good Works, than all the out- 
ward Advantages which accrue to him- 
ſelf thereby. The Saints are the Lord's 


in Proſperity, as well as in Adverlity : 
in Life as well as in Death, Rom. 14. 8, 


They intereſt God in all they poſſeſs. Of 
thine own, faith David, have we given 
thee, Chron. 29. 14. They receive it from 


| him, poſſeGir in him, and uſe it for him; 


no 
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nor do they deſire any Proſperity but 
what may tend to the Advancement of 
his Glory, Prov. 3o. 8, 9. 1 
Again, The Saints go on to Walk with 
God in Adverſity: Bowing to Divine So- 
vereignty, juſtifying God in all his Pro- 
ceedings, attending to the Voice of his 
Rod, acquieſcing in the Divine Will, ſup- Þ 
plicating his Throne, patiently waiting 
tor delivering Kindneſs, rejoycing in Tri- 
bulation, and glorifying God in the 
Fires. And this not for a while only, in Þ 


a few ſingle Providences, but they thus 
go on with God as in a continual Courſe. 


Upon which Account the Apoſtle glo- Þ 


ry*d in the Theſſalonians iu all the Church. 
es of God, for their Patience and Faith 
in All their Perſecutions and Tribulation: Þ 
which they endur'd, 2 Te. I. 4. Hence 


we are exhorted, To run with Patience 
the Race that is ſet before us, Heb. 12. 1. 
To rejoyce in Hope, continue inſtant iu 
Prayer, and patient in Tribulation, Ram.“ 


12. 12. And to make the Saints ſo, the 


Lord comforteth them in all their Tribu- Þ 
lations, 2 Cor. 1. 4. whether from him- Þ 
ſelf immediately or mediately, by the 
Hand of Satan, or wicked Men. And 
O what a rare Proficient was the Apoltle Þ 
as x RED OOTY 
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| Paul! How had he learned this heaven- 
ly Skill of Walking with God, in the 
Way of Divine Providence, whether 
proſperous or afflictive? I have learned 
| (lays he) in whatſoever State I am there- 
| with to be content: I know both how to 
be abaſed, and I know how to abound : 
every where, and in all things I am in- 
| ſirutted, both to be full, aud to be hungry, 
| both to abound, and to ſiffer need. ] can 
d all things thro Chriſt which ſirength- 
Fo neth me, Phil. 4. 11, 12, 13. 


Apain, in the Way of Converſation 


3 Holineſs, The dear Saints, not only be- 


gin, but they alſo go on to Walk with 


| God. They are created in Christ Feſus 
unto good Forks, which God hath before 
' oraamed that they ihould walk in them, 
| Eph. 2.10. They are called unto Holi- 
| nets as their conſtant Courſe, 1 Thefſ. 4. 


And they do go on to Walk with 


God, in all manuer of holy Converſation 
and Godlmeſs, 1 Pet. 1. 15. taking him 
for their Pattern, walking as he alſo 


| walked: receiving all their Directions 


from his Word, and conforming their 
Actions herein to his holy Precepts. 
Thus they walk before the Lord in the 
Land of the Living, *Pſal. 116.9. As £a- 


chartas 
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tion of Life, in which they do not more 
or leſs Walk with him. Yea, according 
to the Mind of the inner Man, there is 
no Circumſtance, in which they do not 
begin, go on, and end it with God. 
Their Walk with God is perfect in re- 
ſpect of Parts; in that they walk with 
him in all the parts of Obedience, both 
as to Faith and Practice, having Neſpeci 
unto all his Commandments, Pſal. 119. 6. 
But yet, even in the greateſt Saint, it falls 
far ſhort in reſpect of Degrees. And if 
God was to mark Tniquity, the Holieſt 
Man upon Earth could not ſtand before 
him, as a Walker with him, P/a/. 130.3. 

But Oh! Bleſſed be his Name, There 1s 
Forgiveneſs with him, that he may be 


feared, ver. 4. And while we have Fel- 
lewfhip one with another, the Blood of 
Jeſus Chriſt his Son, cleanſeth us from all 
On, 1 John 1. 7. As dear Children, we 
Walk with God as a Father, who in infi- 
nite Grace, and boundleſs Compaſſion, 

pities our Weakneſs, pardons our Short- 
neſs, and kindly accepts the Deſires of 
our Souls to Walk with him : Calling that 
Walking, which we think not worth the 
Name; and is, indeed, rather ftagger- 
ing, and feeble attempting, than Walk- 

ing. 


WALKING with GOD. gr 
ing. Oh amazing Grace! Chriſt will 
ſay to the Righteous, I was hungry, and 
ye fed me; naked, and ye cloathed me. 
But what will be their Anſwer? Ama- 
zed at his Grace, in owning their weak 
Services, they'll ſay, Lord, when did 
we do this or that unto thee? We ne- 
ver did any thing for thee worthy of thy 
Notice, Matt. 25. 35, 37. Thus in re- 
ſpect of God's gracious Acceptance of 
their general Courle, all the Saints may 
be ſaid to walk with God. | 

But yet, there are ſome of whom it 
may be faid by way of Eminence (in re- 
ſpect of their Uprightneſs, Agility, and 
Conſtancy) as ot Enoch, That they Walk 
with God ; while others are more un- 
even, ſlow, and inconſtant in their Mo- 
tion. And as there are to be found a- 
mong the Saints, very different degrees 
in their Walking with God, as it re- 
ſpects different Perſons, ſo reſpecting the 
E ſame Soul at different Times. 
Some of the Saints, walk as Little Chil- 
 dren,who tho? fond of their Father's Com- 
pany, yet being weak, are but {low in their 
Pace, and often fall. Some as Toung Men 
arrived to a full Age, are nimble in their 
Courſe; being Strong in Faith, and in the 
Grace that is in Chriſt Jeſus, „enn 
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all the Difficulties they meet with in 
their Way. And others there are, that 
Walk with God in the folid Wiſdom of 


Fathers. He (faith the Apoſtle John) 
that ſaith he abideth in him, ought him- 


ſelf alſo ſo to walk even as he walked, 
I John 2. 6. And I1 write unto you little 
Children, that you ſhould walk ſo (in 
Love) Becauſe your ſins are forgiven you 


for his Name's Jake, ver. 12. I write 
uuto you young Men, that you ſhould 


walk ſo (in Manlike Strength) becauſe 
ve are ſtrong, and have overcome the 


wicked one. And I write unto you Fa- 


thers, that you ſhould walk ſo (in ſolid 
and comprehenſive Wiſdom) becanfe ye 
have known him that was from the Be- 
112m, ver. 13. Thus it is with diffe- 
rent Perſons according to their different 
Ages in Chriſtianity; And fo with the 
ſame Soul at different Times. 5 
At firſt, the Soul begins to Walk with 
God, in abundance of holy Fondneſs; tho' 
with a great deal of Weakneſs, Which 
the Lord takes exceeding kindly, I re- 


member thee (ſays he) the Kindneſs of thy 
 JTouth, when thou wente| after me in a 


Wilderneſs, Fer. 2. 2. 33 
But as it grows up in Chriſt to the 
State 


* , oe I, 
„ 8 ee oe” = 
r 1 CY N 


WALKING with G OD. 83 


state of Man-hood, it Walks ſtronger, 


and further with God. It can run great- 
er Lengths with him than at firſt; For 
it goes from Strength to Strength, Pſ. 84. 
7. At firſt, if it did not fee its Father's 
' miles, it could not walk with him in the 
Faith of his Love. But now, tho? he 


3 ſhould hide himielt, and appear againſt 
it as an Enemy, yet it will T7uf in Him 


tho? he ſhould Say it, Job 13. 15. And 
it continues to walk with him in the 


| Faith of his Love, when there are no- 


thing but Frowns upon his Face. 
But tho' the Soul gets more Strength ; 

yet alas! it oft wants that Keenneſs of 

Affection, that at firſt fill'd its heart, 


which the Lord complain'd of in the 


church of Epheſus. I know thy Works 


3 (ſays he) and thy Labour, and thy Pa- 


tierce, and how thou canſt not bear them 


which are evil: and thou haſt tryd 


them which ſay they are Apoſtles, and 


q are not; and haſt found em Liars: and 
' haſt born, and haſt Patience, and for wy 
Name ſake haſt laboured and haſt not 


fainted. Here was now a great Degree 
of Strength in Walking with God; which 


therefore the Lord commends. And yer, 
Nevertheleſs (ſays He) 1 have ſomewhat 
22 8 
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againſt thee, __ thou haſt left thy firſ 
Love, Rev. 2. 3, 4. God loves his 
Children, and be exceedingly delights in 
being low'd by them again. Intenſe 
Love finds its greateſt Pleaſure in being 
ardently loved by the beloved Object. 
And for Creatures of the {ame [Make] 
thus to ſeck tor, and find a mutual Love- 
Complacency in each other, is no ſtrange 
thing. 
But, That God; the glorious God, the 
Great T1 AM] who is ſelt-ucient to his 
own Happineſs, and needs none of his 
Creatures to make any Addition there- 
to, ſhould yet, nevertheleſs, ſet his 
| Heart upon ſuch worthleſs, ſinful Worms 
as we; and not only give us Leave to 
love him, but count Iimlel: happy in our 
Love, Iſa. 62. 5, may well fill Heaven and 
Earth with Wonder! Lord, what is Man 
that thou art thus mindful of him, Fſal. 
S8. 4. is a Theme fitted to the aſtoniiling 
Wonder oi Men and Angels, 1 Pet. 1. 12. 
And it, on the other Hand, we take a 
View of that low, baſe, contemptible 
Worm | Man}, the Sum of whote Hap- 
pine's is only to be found in God, in be- 
ing beloved by him, and loving him a- 
gain; And yet fee him tid with Un: 
FORTH, 3 kindneſs 
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kindneſs and baſe Ingratitude, Deut. 3 2. 


6. ſetting his Heart upon Trifles, loving 
Strangers, and after them he will go, Fer. 
2.25. It will appear to be another Won- 
der, at which Heaven and Earth may 


ſtand amazed! Hear, O Heavens, and 


give Ear, O Earth; (fays the Lord) for 
1 haze nowuriſÞd and brought up Children, 
and they have rebell'd againſt me, 1ſa.1. 2. 


Be aſtonilb'd at this, for my people have 


committed two Froils : They have forſaken 
me the Fountain of Living Waters, and 
hewd to themſelves Ciſterns, broken C. 


terns, that cam hold no Water, Jer. 2. 21,13. 


And from hence will ariſe a third Won- 


der, if we take a View of God's ever- 


laſting and unchangeable Love, to this 


loveleſs, rebellious Creature. Go yet, 


(ſaith the Lord) love a Woman (beloved 


of her Friend, yet an Adultereſs) accord 


ing to the Lowe of the Lord to the Chil- 


dren of Iſrael, who look to other Gods, aud 
love Flagons of Wine, Hof. 3.1. Lord, ſays 
the Soul, under the Sheddings abroad of 
this Love in its Heart, What not caſt me 
off yet! No, fays the Lord, If Heaven 


above can be meaſurd, and the Founda- 
tions of the Deep ſearched out beneath, 
then I alſo will caſt off the Seed of Iſrael 


3 for 
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for all that they have done, Jer. 3 1. 37. 
The Heaven for Height, and the Earth 
for Depth are to thee unſearchable; But 
there's a greater Unſearchableneſs, in the 

Heights and Depths of my Love, which 
ſecures thee from being caſt off, Eph. 3. 

18, 19. There's ſtill a [Vet] for thee in 
my everlaſting Kindneſs, Which reach- 
eth beyond all thy Sinnings! 

But Oh! how this wonderful Grace 
melts the Soul, humbles it under all its 


 Backflidings; and quickens it to walk 


wich God, in all the Paths of obedience ! 
Now Ephraim ſays, What have I to do 
any more with Idols? Hoſ. 14. 8. But 
doth this Fit of burning Love laſt? Ah! 


no; The Affection- part ſoon chills. Ther 


ſaidſt, thou weuldeſt not tranſereſs Caith 
ü a Lorch when I tr broke 105 . oke and 
burſt thy Bonds : and ye under every green 
Tree thou wandereſt playing the Harlot, 
7er.2. 20. But when the foul again is 
made ſenſible of its decays in Love, Oh! 
| how it's aſhamed, and confounded in 
the Remembrance of all its wandering 
Ways! Egel. 16. 61. And ſometimes 
it don't know whether it walks with | 
God at all. It looks upon its - defiled 
Feet, Jobn 13. 10. Lutte 5. 8. And 
| 0 is. 
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is ready to faint away in Selt-loathing. 
But then the everlaſting Love of God is 
its Cordial, and the meritorious Blood 
of Chriſt its Bath; and ſo again it goes 
up from the Walhing clean and ſtrong, 
Cant. 6.6. Thus it walks with God while 


a young Man, until it arrives to the 
State of Father-hood. die: 
And then it walks with him in the ſo- 
lid and extenſive Wiſdom of a Father; 
being well acquainted with all manner 
of Ways of Walking with God. The 
Excellency of its Walk, when a Child, 
lies in its Love; to aim at a great deal, 
when it can do little. When a young 
Man, in its Strength; to overcome Op- 
poſition, And when a Father, in its 
Wiſdom; to walk with God ſteadily and 
comprehenſively. I hen I was a Child, 
| fays the Apoſtle, I ſpake as a Child, I 
underſtood as a Child, I thought as a 
Child: but when I became a Man, I pit 
away childiſh things, 1 Cor. 13,11. | 
But yet, alas! in the beſt of Saints 
there is ſuch Imperfection in their Walk 
with God, that we may well wonder 
> he'll give it the Name. The Grace that 
{ſhines forth herein is amazing to us now ; 
and will be Matter of Aſtoniſhment in 
8 % ( 
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88 A DISCOURSE upon 
the Day of Chriſt. When he'll open it 
before Men and Angels; laying, Come ye 
Bleſſed of my Father, inherit the King- 
dom, prepared for you from the Founda- 
tion of the World. For 1 was an hungred, 

and ye gave me Meat: Thirſty and ye gave 
me Drmk, &c. Matt. 25. 34, 35. Te are 
they (lays Chriſt) which have continued 
with me in my Temptations, And yet, 
poor Hearts, how did they forſake him 
in his laſt and great Trial? Mark 14. 50. 
And Chriſt knew this before he ſaid ſo 
of 'em; and yet (ſays he) I appoint unto 
you a Kingdom, as my Father hath ap- 
pointed unto me, Luke 22. 28. You have 
ſuffer'd with me, and you ſhall reign with 
me, 2 Tim. 2. 12. You have come up with 
me cut of great Tribulations, and you 

| ſhall walk with me in white as victorious 
Princes, Rev.7. 14. chap. 3. 4. The Lord 
delights in the Walk of his Children now, 
Pal. 37.23. their Feet being ſhod with 
the Preparation of the Goſpel of Peace, 

ph. 6. 15. Vea, headmires it, Cant. 7. 1. 

Flow beautiful are thy fect with ſhoes, 
prince's daughter! And he'll openly ſhew 
his Grace in commending it ere long; 
for all our Walk by faith in this World, 
2 Cor. 5. 7. will be found unto Praiſe, 

9 88 e Fonour 
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WALKING with GOD. 89 
Honour and Glory in the World to come. 
This Grace ſhall be brought unto us at the 
Rewelatiou of Jeſus Christ, 1 Pet. 1. 7,13. 
Il hat manner of perſons then ought we to 
be in all holy Converſation and Godlineſs 1 


2 Pet. 2. 11. But to proceed. To Walk 
with God doth neceſſarily ſuppoſe, 


Fourthly, Free Communion and mu- 
tual Fellowſhip. Communion, and Fel- 
lowſhip, which as I intend it here, con- 


ſiſts in a free opening of Hearts, and a 


mutual Delight in eacn others Compa- 
ny; as is oft found in Perſons walking 
together in Agreement. Thus of good 
Men it is ſaid, He that walketh with 
wiſe Men ſhall be wiſe, Prov. 13. 20. Be- 
cauſe of that Communion that is be- 


tween them in their Walk together; and 


ſo on the contrary of wicked Men, But 


a Companion of fools ſhall be deſtray d. 


And, Go not with a furious Man, leaſt 
thou learn his Ways, Prov. 22. 24, 25. 
And ſince God and his People walk to- 


gether in the moſt perfect Agreement as 


Friends, Jam. 2. 23. John 15. 14. And 


in the ſweeteſt Relations, as Father and 


Children, 2 Cor. 6.18. as Bridegroom and 
Bride, Iſa. 62.5. as Comforter and com- 
torted, fohn 14. 16. Acls 9.31. Their 

. FER Commu- 
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Communion muſt needs be exeeeding 
ſweet; and their mutual Love-Delights 
in each other very iatenſe, Communion 

with the Father in Love, with the Son 
in Grace, and with the Holy Ghoſt in 
Conſolation, is the high and unſpeak- Þ 
able Privilege of all the Saints, 2 Cor. 13. 

14. The Father communes with us thro! 
the Son; the Son from the Father; the 
Holy Ghoſt from both. The Father o- 
pens all the Treaſures of his Love to us 
in Chriſt; *tis from off the Mercy- Seat he 
communes with us, Rom. 8. 39. Exod. 
25.22, The Son opens his Heart accord- 
ing to the Pattern-Love of the Father; 
having loved us as the Father hath lo- 
ved him, John 15.9. And the Holy Ghoſt 
opens his Grace, as proceeding fron! 
both, and co-equal with both; as hehe 
Three are One, 1 fohn 5. 7. One in El- 
ſence, and ſo One in Love, The Love 
of God our Father in Election, of Chriſt 
our Husband in Redemption, and of the 
Holy Ghoſt curComtforter in ſpecial Vo- 
cation, as co- equal Wonders of Grace, 
are gloriouily open'd to the Saints in 
their Walk with God. He (faith our 
Lord) that loveth Me, and keepeth my 
Commandments, (believing in my perſon, 
as 
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as his only Way to walk with God, and 


in me walking in all the Paths of Obe- 
| dience) ſhall be loved of my Father; aud 


I will love him; and we will come and 
male our Abode with him, John 14. 15, 


22, 23. Chap. 15. 7, 14. And all this 
| Love-Communion is carried on by the 
Holy Spirit; who, as our Comforter, a- 
| bides with us for ever, and takes of the 
Things of Chriſt, and of the Father, and 


heros them unto us, chap. 16. 14, 15. 
Tis he direfts our Hearts into the Love 
, God, 2 Theſſ. 3. 5. And O the Glories 


of Divine Love, which are open'd to 
the Saints in their Walking with God in 
© oo Os 

| Here the amazing Depths of Wiſdom 


and Grace, in Father, Son, and Spirit 


are diſplay'd. The Father's in contri- 


| ving, and providing the Mediator's Per- 


| fon, as our Way to Walk with him in, 
I Cor. 2. 7. Pſal. 89. 20. The Son's, in 
aſſuming our Nature into perſonal Union 
with himſelf; that ſo he might be a fit 


Medium for all our Converſe with God, 


| Heb. 2. 16. Job 33. 6. And the Holy 


E Spirit's, in becoming the Anomtmg; to 
fit and fill Chriſt's humane Nature, with 


all Grace, and Gifts, every way becom- 


ing 
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92 A DISCOURSE upom | 
ing the high Dignity of its perſonal U- 
nion with God the Son; and the full Dif. Þ 
charge of his Mediatory Office, Luke 4. 


18. The Spirit dwells in Chriſt N | 


ſurably, 70h. 3. 34. In all his Grace and Þ 
Gifts. Whence it is that he is not only 
Full of Grace, every way becoming the 
Hypoſtatical-Union; but alſo has the Þ 
Tongue of the Learned, that he miglit Þ 
ſpeak a Mord in Seaſon to him that is Þ 
weary, Joh. 1. 14. Iſa. 50.4. For which 
end, not only the Lord God, (the Father) Þ 
but his Spirit alſo, did ſend him, T/a. 48. 
16. Which is an high Commendation of 
the Spirit's Love. And Oh what parti- 
cular Applications of this Grace of the 
Three-One God, are made to the Soul! J 
have loved Thee, faith the Lord, with an 
everlaſting Love, Jer. 31.3. {I have lo- 
ved] thee, faith the Father. And [T have 
loved] thee, ſaith the Son. And [I have 
loved] thee, faith the Spirit, Ay, [ Thee] Þ 
particularly, perſonally, and individually, 
among the reſt of my Choſen. And 
[Thee] allo diſtinguiſhingly, from the 
many Thouſands I paſs'd by. Twas I 
Thee, Jacob, I loved, when J hated 
Efan thy Brother; that was every wey 
by Nature as good as thee, Mal. 2.3. 
8 8 Aye, 
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Aye, lov'd thee with an Leverlaſting] 


| Love; That was from everlaſting in 


| Commencement, laying out itſelt in 
infinite Wiſdom and Counſel for thy 
Good; That abides thro' Time un- 


changeably the fame, and will run out 


to an endleſs Eternity in Duration. A- 


gain, what glorious Diſcoveries, and par- 


ticular Applications of Love, in all the 
Sacred Three, are made to the Soul, 
Walking in Chriſt as the great Re- 
deemer! e 


I have lov'd thee, ſays the Father, in 
calling my Son to be an Hgh Prieſt 


for thee, Heb. 5. 5. To fulfil the Law, 
to ſatisfy Juſtice, to make an end of Sin, 
and bring in an everlaſting Righteouſneſs, 
Dan. 9. 24. I have lov'd thee, ſo as to 


make Him 8/7 tor Thee, that Thou 


mighteſt be made the Righteouſneſs of God 
in him, 2 Cor. 5. 21. I caus'd the Sword 
ok ſuſtice to awake againſt the Man my 
t [cllow, that I might tufn my Hand in a 


Way of Favour upon thee, Zech. 13. 7. 


| Yea fo great was my Love, that I took 
| Pleaſure in HBruiſing the Darling of my 
Heart for thee, that I might be at ever- 
laſting Peace with thee, I/a. 53. 5, 10. 
that I might freely, fully, righteouſly, 


and 
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64 A DISCOURSE upon 
and eternally pardon all thy Tranſgreſ. ! 
ſions. Ay, notwithſtanding I knew what Þ 
an ungrateful rebellious Creature thou 
would'it prove,” Iſa: 46. 8. And, J 
have lob d thee, ſays the Son, in emptying 
myſelf of all my Glory for thee, ta- 
king upon me the Form of a Servant, 
and ſpending my whole Lite in Service; # 
which I thought but a few Days for the 
Love I had to thee, Phil. 2. 7. Gen. 
29. 20. Yea, *twas with the greateſt 
Delight that I came to do the Ji il of my 
Father; though it was, that I ſhould 
be made Sin, and a Curſe, and give up 
my Soul an Offering, in thy Soul's ſtead, 
To deliver thee from the Wrath to come, 
Pal. 40. 7, 8. 2 Cor. 5. 21. Gal. 3. 13. 
1 Theſſ. 1.10. And this tho* I knew 
that as a Wife Treacherouſiy departeth 
from her Hisband, ſo thou wouldeſt 
treacherouſly depart from Me,” Fer. 3. 
20. And, I have lov'd thee, ſays the 
Spirit, in that J undertook to be an In- 
dweller in thee, and a Sanctifier, and 
Comforter to thee. And this, though 
I knew the Contrarieties of thy Nature, 
to my holy Perſon and Work; yet in 
Purſuance of my everlaſting Kindneſs Þ 
(having loved thee as the Father 2 | 
SOR 
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Son have lov'd thee) I paſt by thee | 
| when thou waſt caſt out in the open | 
| Field, to the loathing of thy Perſon: T 1 f 
| law thee polluted in thy own Blood; — 
but none of thy Pollutions could alter 
my Heart, towards thee; For thy Time q 
| was a time of Love; Of [My] Love as q 
| well as of the [Father's] and [Soirs]. 
| Love; And therefore I ſaid unto thee, 
Live, Ezek. 16. 5, 6. I poſleſt thee for 
| Chriſt, having deſired thee for my Ha- 
bitation, Pſal. 132. 13, 14. Eph. 2. 22. 
Took up my Abode in thee, as an In- 
| dweller to abide with thee for ever; 
As a Sanctifier to make thee Holy, by 
all the Changes that paſs over thee; 
As a Comforter to comfort thee, in 
all thy Diſtreſſes. And though from 
the firſt Moment I began thy Confor- 
mity to Chriſt, thou haſt been, more or 
leſs, acting contrary to my Holy Perſon 
and Deſign; quenching my Motions, © 
and grieving me by thy diſingenuous 
| Carriage; yet in my unchangeable 
Grace, I ſtill abide with thee; and as 
| the Work of my Hands, Pl never leave l 
| thee nor forſake thee; But having e- | 
gun a good Fork in thee, Pll perform it 
Jil the Day of Chriſt,” Pal. 13 5375 : | 
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Phil. 1.6. But Oh how this Love of Þ 
the Three-One God, ſhed abroad in the 
Heart, forms its own Image there! 
The Soul under the attracting Influ- 
ence of God's firſt Love, afreſh loves him 
again, 1 John 4. 19. And while, under 
the Holy Ghoſt's particular Application 
the Name of the Lord is proclaimed, as 
The LORD, the LORD God, Mercifil 
and Gracious, Lone-ſuffering, abundant in 
Goodneſs and Truth, pardoning Iniquity, 
Tranſereſſſon and Sin, Hdd. 3 4. C, 7. The 
Soul with Moſes, makes hate, bews down 
and worſhips, ver. 8. proitrating itſelf un- 
der the deepeſt Senſe of its own No- 
thingneſs] before the Eternal [All ;} ad- 
oring infinite Wiſdom and boundleis 
Grace, reigning to Eternal Life, thro Þ 
the Perſon and Rrehteouſneſs of Jefus Þ 
Chriſt the Lord, 1/a. 40. 17. 2 Sam. 7. 
18, 19, 20, 21, 22. Rom. 5.21. It looks i 
afreſh on him it has prerc'd and mourns, 
Lech. 12. 10. And with Bitterneſs be- 
wails its own Wretchedneſs, by reaſon 
of an indwelling Body of Sin and Death, 
Rom. 7. 24. And all its Unkindneſs and 
Ingratitude to God as its Father, to 
Chriſt as its Husband, and to the Holy 
_ Ghoſt as its Comforter. And wg it 
N ces 
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ſees it has to do with a Sin-pardoning 
God, that will lay none of its Iniquities 
to its Charge. O how its Heart melts 
| with Love! And how hateful doth Sin 
appear in its Sight! And as with Weep- 
ing, lo with Supplications alſo the Lord 
leads it, Jer. 31. 9. What unutterable 
Groanings it ſends forth into the Boſom 
of its Father, after compleat Deliverance 
from the Power and Being, as well as 
from the Guilt and Filth of Sin! Lord, 
ſays the Soul, Whatever thou doſt with 
me, never ſuffer me to fin againſt thy 
Love! Keep me from the Evil that it 
may'nt grieve me, 1 Chron. 4.10, And 
while the Child bemoans itſelf, the Fa- 
ther hears it in infinite Bowels: I have 
E farely heard thee (lays God) bemoaring 
E thyſelf; And then breaks forth in treſh 
| Diſcoveries of his Love, 1s Ephraim my 
dear Sou? Is be a pleaſant Child ? I ear- 
neſtly remember him fiill: my Bowels are 
troubled for him, I will ſurely have Mercy 
upon him, Fer. 31.18, 20. Lord, fays the 
Soul, what manner of Love is thine! IS 
it [Me] thou call'ſt a dear $97! Anda 
| pleaſant Child! whom thou wilt {ſurely 
have Mercy upon ; who am the very 
worſt of all thy Children, and 20 more 
worthy 


— 
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worthy to be calld thy Son, Luke 15. 19. 
Aye, ſays the Lord, [Thou] art my dear 
Child, notwithſtanding all thy Unkind- Þ 
neſs; And my Grace is ſufficient for thee, Þ 
2 Cor. 12. 9. Sufficient to pardon, pity, 
ſtrengthen, and at laſt compleatly to de- 
liver thee. And then what Admirings Þ. 
of Grace, doth the Soul break forth into! 
Grace, Grace is its Cry! Zech. 4.7. how 
unſpeakably doth it rejoyce in hope of the 
glory of God! Rom. 5. 2. In believing Þ 
Views of that State into which norhins 
that defileth can enter, Rev. 21. 27. when Þ 
Mortality ſhall be ſwallowed up ef Life, Þ 
2 Cor. 5. 4. Lord, ſays the Soul, then 1 
{hall love thee, and ſerve thee as I would, Þ 
Rev. 22. 3. Thea Tl bleſs thy Name for 
ever, for all thy Loving-kindnets ; when 
my Heart is wound up to the higheſt 
Pitch of Holineſs, 7/al. 145. 1. Mean 
while, pardon my Shortneſs, pity my 
Weakneſs, and help my Infirmities ; tho' Þ 
I think myſelf the moſt ungrateful of all 
thy Children, thy Kindneſs and my 
Unkindneſs being ſet together; yet, 
Lord, ſince thy Grace is ſufficient for me, 
_ even for [me] PII go on rejoycing and 
glorying in it, as diſtinguiſhing, free, 
full, and eternal; even while I /oath my 
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| ſelf in my own Sight, for all my Abomi— 
natious, gel. 20. 43. This is a little of 
the Talk God and his People have with 
cach other, while walking together in 
| Chriſt: and as they commune with each 
other in Chriſt the Great Way, fo in all 
the leſſer Paths comprehended in him. 
In the Way of Faith, or divine Reve- 
lation, they ſweetly walk and talk to- 
F gether as Friends. I call you not Ser- 
| wants, but Friends faith our Lord) for 
the Servant knoweth not what his Lord 
FE doth: but all things that I have heard of 
my Father I have made known mnio yon, 
John 15. 15. The Goſpel in all its glo- 
rious Doctrines, is a hidden Myſtery to 
them that are ot; notwithſtanding the 
external Revelation of it in the written 
Word, 2 Cor. 4. 3. But God herein not 
© only walks with his own in peculiar Fa- 
vour, opening to them his Mind, by 
the internal Revelation of his Spirit, ſo as 1 
that they know the Truth as i is in Je- | 
| ſus, is to be walk'd in by Faith; But he 
| herein alſo talks with 'em in ſpecial 
Grace, making particular Applications 
of the Truths known, as concerning 
them-individually. So that they not on- 
ly know the Truth, but the Truth makes 
H 2 em 
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*em free, John 8. 32. They know it for 


themſelves; and their Hearts burn within 
*em, while the Lord talks with 'em a- 


bout it, opening to them the Scriptures, 


Lathe 24. 32. The Saints Knowledge of 
Goſpel-Myſteries, is Fellow/hip-Know- 
ledge, Eph. 3. 9. As tor Inſtance; in the 

great Doctrine of Forgivenefs, the Soul 

not only knows the Truth, by a ſpecial 
Revelation, as it concerns the choſen of 
God in general; but while the Lord com- 
munes with it herein, it knows it for its 
own ſelf in particular. It's J, even I, 
faith the Lord, that blotteth out [thy] 
Tranferefſions for my own Sake, and will 
not remember [thy] Sims, Iſa. 43. 25. which 
draws out the Soul into abundant 
Thankſgivings, with David, Bleſs the 
Lord, O my Soul: and all that is within 
nie bleſs his holy Name, who forgtveth all 
[ thine] Iniquities, Pſal. 103. 1,2. And ſo 
in every Doctrine of the Goſpel. 

But, Oh the unſpeakable Sweetnels 
of the Saints Communion with God 
herein! It's a Foy the Stranger intermed- 
aleth not with, Prov. 14. 10. Balaam 
had a great Knowledge of what a Friend 
God was to his People; But he did not 
know him as [His] Friend. TI fball ſee 

| Him 


— 
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him (ſays he) but not now: I ſhall be- 
hold him, but not nigh, Num. 24. 17. 
J fhall ſee him, but not now, as if he 
had faid; © It's the Privilege of his Peo- 


ple to have Time-Communion with him 


as a Friend [ Now ;] But this is none of 


my Portion. I ſha'n't fee him now. I 


| ſhall, indeed, behold him at laſt, but 
not [Nigh:] Not in the Nearneſs of 
Relation, as a loving Father, but as a 


| terrible Judge.” But the Knowledge of 


: holy Job was attended with parti- 
cular Application. 7%” (ſays he) after 
my Skin, Worms deſtroy this Body, yet in 


my Fleſh ſhall 1 fee God: whom 1 fall 


| ſee for my | ſelf ] and mine eyes behold, 
aud not another, fob 19. 26,27, Again, 

In the Way of inſtituted Worſhip, 
God and his People ſweetly commune 


together. Oh what mutual opening of 
hearts to each other is here maintain'd! 


| Tis in the midſt of the Congregation , 
Et Chriſt declares his Father's Name to his 


Brethren, Heb. 2. 12. That the Love 
wherewith he has loved him may be in 


them, Jobn 17.26. And while the Saints 


worſhip the Lord in his holy Mount at Je- 


ruſalem, Iſa. 27. 13. He maixes a Feaſt 
tor them, of fat things, of Wines on the 
) e 6 iti 
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his own, in all Golpel Proviſions, hi 
he abundantly ſa:757e5 them Vis the 


for thee in @ dry and thirſty Land, where 
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Lees weil refined, Iſa. 25. 6. ſaying, Eat, 
Oh Friends, Drink, yea, Drink abunnout- 
ly, O beloved, Song 5.1. Oh! the pen- 
ing of Divine Love, the Lord my 1 


Fatneſs of his Houſe, and mabes them 
drink of the River of his Pleaſures ! Pſal. 
26. 8. ?Tis here God ditplays, and 
the Saints ſpeak of his Glory, Fat. 29. 9. 
"Twas this made David pant for God, 


as the chaied Hart after the Mater- 


brooks; To ſee thy Power and thy Glory 


(ays he) as I have ſeen them in the Sau- 
ctuary, Pſal. 63.2. IIis here the Lord 


relolves the difficult Queſtions of his 
People, both in relation ro themſelves 


and others. hen I ent into the Santi 


ary (ſays the Plalmift) then I underſtood 
their End; And how I am continually 
with thee, and holden by my right Hand, 


Dal. 73. 17, 23. And as God opens his 


Heart to his People, ſo with what Free- 
dom do they open their Hearts, both in 
Prayer and Praiſe to him, as their own 
God in Sion! Oh God (fays David) thou 
art my God, early will I ſeek thee : My 
Seut thirſieth for thee. My Fleſh longeth 


ug 
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i Water is: To ſee thy Power and thy 


Glory, as have ſecu thee in the Santtu- 
an. Becauſe thy lowing Kindneſs is bete 
ter than Life: My Lips ſhall praiſe thee. 
FE Thus I will bleſs thee, while I live: J 
Dill lift up my Hands in thy Name, My 
Soul ſhall be ſatisfy'd as with Marrow 
| and Fatneſs; and my Mouth ſhall praiſe 
| thee with joyful Lips, Tſal. 63. 1, 2, 3, 4, 
5. A glorious Account of Communion 
with God in Church-Worſhip, which 
his Soul thirſteth after. 
Oh what ſweet and mutual Inter- 
courſe is held between God and his Chil- 
| dren in all Divine Ordinances; while 


Strangers know nothing of this inſide 


Glory of Worſhip; and content them- 
ſelves with a bare external Form! The 
| Saints know Chriſt's Voice, Joh. 10. 4. 
From the Voice of the Miniſter, and if 
he fays nothing to 'em in the Miniſtry, 
the moſt eloquent Diſcourſe will be but 
an empty Sound. Prayer and Praiſe, 
without Converle with God in 'em, are 
empty things to a Soul thirſting tor Him. 
And as the Lord creates an Appetite in 
the Souls of his Children, which nothing 
| but Communion with himſelf can fill; ſo 
he anſwerably fatisfies the longing Soul, 
Pſal. x07. 9. My People (fays he) ſhall 
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be ſatis} ed with [my Goodnels] Fer 31. 
14. They long for the Openings of my 
Heart to ther in my in4ate Goodneſs; 
Ard with the Di 58 thereof they ſhall 
be abun Jantly Atisf yd. And as in Pub- 


15 Private Wor {hip alfo, God and 
his Peopic iweetly commune together. 
They mutually delight to open their 
Hearts to ech other when alone. God 
e alone, and Hleſt him, 1/a. 
51.2. And Iſadac went out into the Fields 
1% meditate, that he might be alone with 
God, Cg. 24.63. To inſtance in the great 
Duty of Prayer, when Jacob was left 
alone. the Lord appears to him, and he 
_ wreſtles with him * break of Day, Gen. 
22.24, How did he open his diſtreſſed 
Heart to God in Prayer? Aud Jacob 
(214, Oh God of my Father Abraham, and 
God of my Lather Iſaac, the LORD 
which [aidft nuts me, Return unto thy 
Country, aud to thy Kindred, and J wi 
deal well with thee: J am not worthy f 
the leaſt of all thy Mercies, and of all 
the Truth thou haſt hhewed to thy Ger- 
want ; for with my Staff T paſſed over this 
Jordan, and I am beccme two Bands.” 
Deliver me, I pra 20 thee, from the Hand 
of my: Brother Eſau: for 1 fear 527 

Left 
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leſt he ſinite ine, and the Mother with 
the Children. And thou ſaidſt, I will 
L ſurely do thee good, and make thy Sced as 
the Sand of the Sea for Multitude, ver. ꝙ, 
10, 11, 12. With what Faith, Humility 
and Thankſulneſs doth he plead for the 
preſent Deliverance! And how did he 
wreſtle with God for it? Let me go, faith 
| the Lord, aud he ſaid, I will not let thee 
| 20, except thou bleſs me, ver. 20. And as 
| he wept and made Supplication to him, 
L Flof. 12. 4. So what Anſwers of Bleſſing 
did he receive! Thy Name (ſays the 
| Lord) ſhall wo wore be called facub, but 
| ſſract: for as a Prince haſt thou Tower 
| with God aud with Men, and thou haſt 
F prevailed; and he bleſt him there, Gen. 
32. 28, 29. Again, what an Inſtance of 
| Communion with God, in this part of 
private Worihip, have we recorded con- 
cerning Abraham“ When the Lord ap- 
pears to him ſaying, I am thy Shield, and 
thy exceeding great Reward, Gen. 15. 1. 
he ſtraightway falls down and worſhips, 
opening his Heart to him, relating to 
his preſent Cate. Lord GOD, (ſays he) 
what wilt thou give me ſeeing I go child- 
leſs * Behold to me thou haſt given 10 
Seed; and lo, one born in mine Houſe is 
mine Heir, ver. 2, 3. Aud behold the * 

0 
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of the Lord came unte him ſaying, This 


ball not be thiae Heir, but he that ſhall 


come ji th out of thine own Bowes foal 
be thine tieir, ver. 4, And as when God 
drew near, he oper'd his Heart to him 
upon his own Account, fo upon the Ac- 


count of others alto; When the Lord 


appear'd to him, faying, I am the Al. 
mighty God, walk before me, and be thou 


Pe, fett, Gen. 17.1. Abram fell on his face 


me, beho!d, my Covenant is with thee, and 
thou ſhalt be a Father of many Nations. 
And I will make thee exceeding fruitful, 


and God ialked with him, ſaying, As for 


aud eſtabl ſh my Covenant with thee, and 
thy Seed after thee, in their generations; 
10 be a God to thee, and to thy Seed after 


thee, Ver. 3, 4, 5, 6, 7. Particularly ac- 
quainting him with the Birth of Iſaac, 
ver. 16. Abraham takes this Opportuni- 
ty Of God's opening his Heart to him 
herein, to intercede tor 1/h;zael. And he 


 faid, Ch that Ihmae! might live before 


thee! And God ſaid, Sarah thy Wife ſhall 


bear thce a Sin indeed, and thou ſhalt call 


his Naw Iſaac and I will eſtabliſh my 


Covenant with him, for an everlaſtins Co- 


venant, and with his Seed after him: And 


as for iſhmael, I haze heard thee, &c. 
but my Covenant will J eftabliſh with 


Jjaac, 


WALKING with GOD. 10% 
Iſaac. And he left off talking with him, 


| and God went up from Abraham, ver. 
18, 19, &c. And fo allo, when Abraham 
| wasalone with God, and God open'd to 
him his Deſign to deſtroy Sodom and Co- 
 morrah, Gen. 18. 20, 21, 22. Avraham 
Arete near and (aid, Wilt thou alſo de- 
ſtroy the Rightesas with the icked : And 
uo ſpare the place for their ſakes, if thou 
bali find fifty there © &c. till he comes 
| down to ten. But O with what heaven- 
ly Freedom, godly Fear, and holy Reve- 
rence, doth he manage all his Pleas 
With God for the Salvation of that 
Place! And how familiarly and repeat- 
 edly did the Lord anſwer him! Nor did 
> he leave communing with Abraham un- 
til he had put up his laſt Petition, and 
laid he would ſpeak no more, ver. 23, &c. 
O amazing Grace! And as Communion 
with God in private Worſhip was Abra- 
| hams Privilege, 10 likewiſe, they which 
be of faith are, in this reſpect, bleſſed with 
faithful Avraham, Gal. 3. 9. It being 
| theirs allo, in every thing by prayer and 
> ſupplication to make their requeſts known 
F wnto God with thankſgiving, while he o- 
| pens his Heart to them as their own 


| God, ſupplying their Need out of his 
Riches in Glory, by Christ Jeſus, Phil. 
4. 6,19, Again, Divine 
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Divine Providence, is another Way in 
which God and his People ſwectly com- 
mune with cach other, Whether proſpe- 

rous or afflictive. 4 
In proſperous Providences God not 
only waiks with his own in Covenant- 
Grace and Faithfulneſs, and i Bleſſing 
bleſſeth them; but he herein alto doth talk 
with *em, The Lord appear'd to Jacob 
at Ls, and told him, He would be 
wich him in all Places whither he ſhould 
go; and what great things he would do 
tor kim, Genu. 28. 13, &c. And he not 
only walk'd with him according to his 
gracious and faithiul Engagements, as 
Jacob thankiully owns, Ger. 32. 10. But 
when God was about to advance Jacob, 
from his low and ſervile State in Laban's 
Family, and to take the Riches of La- 
van and beitow 'em upon him, he talks 
with him about it. The Angel of the Lord 
ſhale tinto him, ſaying, Jacob: and he 
fard, Flere ain 1, Gen. 3 1. 11. And be ſaid, 
Lift up now thine Eyes and ſee, all the 
Rams that leap upon the Cattle are ring- 
firakes, ſpeckled and grizzled : for Thace 
ſeen all that Laban doth unto thee, ver. 
12. (I have ſeen all thy Affliction, and) 
J am the Gd of Bethel, ver. 13. (I re- 
EO Ley member 
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member what TI faid unto thee then; 
and my Heart is ſtill the fame towards 
| thee, I am the very fame God ſtill; nor 
| will J fail to perform ought that I have 
| ſpoken to thee of) Ariſe now, get thee 
| out from this Land, &c. So likewite, when 
the Lord was about to advance Jacob, 
from an afflicted ſtarving Condition unto 
| a State of Plenty in the Land of Egypt; 
| God ſpake unto Iſrael in the Viſtons of 
| the Night; And ſaid, Jacob, Jacob: and 
| he ſaid, Here am IJ. And he ſaid, I am 
| God, the God of thy Father: Fear not to 
| go down into Egypt; for JI will there 
| make of thee a great Nation. I will go 
F down with thee into Egypt, &c. Gen. 
| 49. 2, Oc. Oe 
| Oh happy Souls, that God thus opens 
his Heart to in Proſperity ! Telling 'em, 
Hie will go with 'em into it, and what 
| he will do for them there! *Tis this af- 
| fects the Hearts of God's Children, and 
makes 'em with David, break forth into 
| Wonder and Thankſgiving. ho am I, 
| Oh Lord God? And what is my Houſe, 
| that thou haſt brought me hitherto ® 2 
Sam. 7. 18. (That thou haſt rais'd me 
from the Sheepfold, from following the 
| Ewes great with young, to the * 
: N 
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of the Throne of Ifrael) For thy Word 


ſake, and acccording io thine own Heart, 
haſt this done all theſe great things, ver. 
WO po) 


In afflictive Providences, God and his 
People have ſweet Communion with Þ 


each other. He opens his Hcart-Love 


to 'em as the Fountain-Cauſe of all! 
their Afflictions. As many as I love 1 
rebuke and chaſten, Rev. 3. 19. ſhews *em 
their Tranſsreflons, wherein they have 


exceeded, Job 36. 9. Acquaints em with 
the Deſign of all his Chaſtiſements, to 
purge away their Sin, that they might 
be Partakers of his Holineſs, Iſa. 27. 9. 
| Heb. 12. 10. And what Honour does he 
put upon them herein in Conformity to 
Chriſt; that they might gioriſy him in 
the Fires, Rom. 8. 17. Iſa. 24. 15. He 
opens the Grace of his Heart to 'em in 
the Gift of every Trial, and how ex- 

Ceeding precious it is; in as much as 
hereby the Graces of his Spirit ſhall be 
exercis'd and increas'd in order to their 


being own'd, and crown'd in the Day of 


_ Chriſt, Phil. 1. 29. 1 Pet. 1.7. But Oh! 
how the Foundation of this Love, open'd 
to the Saints in Afflictions, makes em 
Drink and forget their Poverty, and re- 

_ member 
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* member their Miſery no more, Prov. 3 1. 
7. Tis the opening of their Father's 
Heart, when his Rod is upon their Back, 
makes em run into his Boſom, himble 
| themſelves under his t Hand, Row. 
5. 5. Jam. 4. 10. Acknowledge their Ini- 
quity, juſtify his righteous Proceedings, 
| Luke 15. 21. Jer. 12. 1. Adore his So- 
vereignty, admire his Wiſdom and Grace, 
and delightfully ſubmit to his Will, when 
it croſſeth theirs, 70% I. 21. Rom. 11. 
33. Lam. 3. 22. Mark 14. 36. Joh. 18. 

11. 'ITis this makes em patient, and 
exceeding joyſl in all their Tribalations, 

2 Cor. 7. 4. For this Cauſe (ſaith the A- 
poſtle) we ſaiut not, though our outward 
| Man periſh, yet our mward Man is re- 
| newed Day by Day. For our light A 
fliction, which is but for a Momert, work- 
eth Jar is a far more exceeding and eter- 
nal Weight of Glory, 2 Cor. 4. 16, 17. 
At times, indeed, it may be ſaid of 
| the dear Saints, as of Tſrael of old, the 
| Soul of the People fainted becauſe of the 
Hay, Numb. 21. 4. Pſal. 107. 5. But 
then the Lord, as their ſweet Compa- 
nion, who comforteih them in all their 
Tribulations, 2 Cor. 1. 4. graciouſly 
ſpeaks to their Hearts, Hof. 2. 14. ſaying, 
2 | eV 
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Fear not, for I am with thee; be not diſ. 
mayed, jor I am thy God: 1 will he 


thee, yea, I will ſtrengthen thee, yea 1 
will uphold thee with the right Hand of 
my Righteouſneſs, Iſa. 41. 10. Thy SH 
ſpall be Iron and Braſs, and as thy D 


is, thy ſtreneth ſhall be, Deut. 33. 25. 
Rs, Fi, giveth Power to the faint, 
and to them that have no Might he in. 
creaſeth ſtrength, ſo that they run afreſh Þ 
without Wearineſs, and walk without 
fainting, I/. 40. 29, 31. It God doth 
but ſpeak to a Child of his in Affliction, Þ 
and ſay, T am thy God ſtill, and whatever 
I take from thee, I'll never take myſelf 
from thee, *twill make it immediately 
to run into his Boſom, tall down at his 
Feet, and ſay, Lord, I am thine, Pal. 
119. 94. Do with me what thou pleaſeſt: 
Thou ſhalt chooſe my Inheritance for me, 
Pſal. 47. 4. Christ ſhall be magnified in 
my Body, whether it be by Life, or by 
Death, Phil. 1. 20. Enable me but to 
glorify thee in whatever State I am, and 
then do with me what thou wilt. As 
a dear Servant of the Lord once faid, 
Let Chriſt make what he will of me, 
ſo he make but his own Glory out of 
me, I have enough.” The Saints in 
7 confor- 
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conciled to take up the Croſs; but they 


delight to do the Will of God in this 


| Reſpect: Tis their Meat and Drink. 
I take Pleaſure (ſays the Apoſtle) in Iu- 
| firmities, in Reproaches, in Neceſſities, in 
Diſtreſſes, in Perſecutions for Chriſt's Sake, 
2 Cor. 12. 10. And as God and his Peo- 


ple walk together as Friends, ſo he re- 


vealeth to them his Secrets. 

| The Secret of the Lord 1s with them 
| that fear him, and he will ſhew them his 
| Covenant, Pſal. 25. 14. And both Pro- 


| ſperous, and Afflictive Providences are 


| particularly included in the Covenant. 
| Pſal. 111. 5. and 89. 30, &c. Surely 


vealeth his Secret to his Servants the 
| with his Friend Abraham: Shall J hide 


from Abraham, the Thing which I do, 
| ſaith the Lord, Gen. 18. 17. And Abra- 


ain, in the Faith of his being their 
Friend. They open their Ganſe unto 
him, oven before him all their T oy 
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conformity to Chriſt, are not only re- 


the Lord God will do nothing, but he re- 
| Prophets, Amos, 3. 7. And thus he dealt 


| ham”s Children partake of Abraham's. 
Bleſſing, Gal. 3. 9. And as God openeth | 
| his Secrets to his People as Friends, ſo 
| they alſo reveal their Secrets to him a- 
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ble, Jer. 20. 12. Pſal. 142. 2. And 
oh! with what unſpeakable Pleaſure (at 
times) can they truſt God with the 
Secrets of their Hearts, and the whole 
of their Concerns, about which they 
can converſe with no Creature! And as 
God communes with his People, opening 
his Heart to them in the Ways of his 
Providence, as all things are for their 
Sakes, whether Proſperous, or Afflictive; 
So this abundant Grace, opens their 
Hearts to him again in many Thankſei- 
2 which redound to the Glory of God, 
2 Cor. 4. 15. Again, 1 

In the way of Converſation-Holineſs, 
God and his People have Communion 
with each other. The Lord not only 
accepted Eroch's Perſon, and his walk 
with him in Chriſt; but he alſo graci- 
ouſly teſtifi'd his well pleaſedneſs: He 
bad this Teſtimony, that he pleaſed God, 
Heb. 11. 5. So of Abel allo; God, not 


only had veſpect unto Abel, aud to his Of- 


ferins, but he teſtiſi d of his Gifts, ver. 4. 
Cy RO YARD ok, And 
when the Saints at 2 had profeſſed 
their Subjection to the Goſpel of Chriſt, 
in ſending the Apoſtle Paul a full ſupply 
of his Neceſſities; The Lord not only 
„ 7 accepted 
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accepted the ſame, but would have them 
acquainted therewith; that it was an 
Odour of a ſweet Smell, a Sacrifice Ac- 
ceptable, well pleaſiug unto God, Phil. 4. 
18. And not only doth the Lord gract- 
oully teſtifie his well pleaſedneſs to his 
Children herein; but he alſo, in bound- 
leſs Grace, oft acquaints 'em with the 
great Things he deſigns to do for 'em. 
Thus Cornelius, a juſt Man, fearing 
| God, that pray'd to him alway, and 
gave much Alms to the People, while he 
| was yet Faſting and Praying before God, 
had a Meſſenger diſpatch'd from Heaven, 
| to acquaint him, that his Prayers and 
his Alms, were come up for a Memorial 
before God, Acts. 10. 4. Send therefore, 
(ſaith the Lord) for one Simon, whoſe 
Sirname is Peter, who ſhall tell thee Words 
whereby thou, and all thy Houſe ſhall bg 
ſaved, Chap. 11. 14. God's dear Children, 
under a felt Senſe of their own Dryneſs 
and Barrenneſs, are oft ſaying, I am a 
dry Tree. But what will the Lord fay 
to em? Let not the Eunuch ſay I am a 
dry Tree. For thus ſaith the Lord to the 
Ennuchs that keep my Sabbaths, and 
chooſe the things that pleaſe me, and take 
| bold of my FE: (that walk with 

| 5 5 me 
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me in Chriſt unto all well- pleaſing) Even 
to them will I give in mine Houſe, and 
within my Walls, a Place and a Name 
better then of Sons and Daughters; (a 
Name for Fruitfulneſs, notwithſtanding 
all their apprehended Barrenneſs, in 
my Houſe below, yea and in my Houſe 
above alſo.) I will give them an ever- 
| laſting Name that ſhall not be cut off, Iſa. 
56. 3, 4, 5. And the Grace the Lord 
manifeſts to his Children, in noticing 
their weak Services nere, and Owning 
and Crowning them hereafter, is ſo a- 
mazing great; that at times, they have 
hardiy room enough in their Hearts to 
take it in. They are like the Diſciples, 
when they ſaw Chriſt riſen from the 
Dead, they believed not for Foy, and 
wondred, Lu. 24. 41. If the Lord tell 
'em he accepts their willing Mind, when 
to Will is preſent with em, notwithſtand- 
ing the weakneſs of their Fleſb, which 
prevents their doing the Good they 
would, 2 Cor. 8. 12. Rom. 7. 18. Mat. 
26. 41. *Twill make them leap for 
Joy; and humble themſelves in the Duſt 


before him; acknowledging, that they 


are the moſt unprofitable Servants, Eccleſ. 
9. 7. Li. 17. 10. If Chriſt ay, How 


fair 
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air is thy Love, my Siſter, my Spouſe ! 
_ much better is thy Love vr 25 4 
And the Smell of thine Ointments than all 
| Opices. Cant. 4. 10. Iwill make her 
bluſh at her own Blackneſs; Chap. 1. 5. 
Adore his Fairneſs, ver. 16. And with 
| raviſhing Wonder, cry out, Whois a GC 
| like unto thee, That pardoneth Iniquity, 
| and paſſeth by the Tranſgreſſion of the 
| Remmant of thy Heritage! Mic. 7. 18. 
| Lord, not unto me, not unto me, but unto 
thy Name be the Glory, ſal. 115. 1. 
| Thou art Beauty, but I am Blackneſs. 
| Tf I ſhine as the Moon in my proper 
{ Sphere, *tis becauſe thou art Riſen, and 
thy Glory is ſeen upon me, Cant. 6, 10. 
Iſa. 60. 2. *Tis thy Glory, as the Sun, 
caſts all my Luſtre! I ſhine but with 
the reflection of thy Rays! In myſelf I 
am a dark Body; and if I have any Light, 
*tis deriv'd from thee, and gloriouſſy 
comprehended in thee. What manner of 
Love, Lord, is thine, that thou ſhould'ſt 
call me Fair! But oh! Who can expreſs the 
free and mutual openings of Hearts, there = 
are at Times, between God and his Peo- 1 
ple, in their walk with each other! And 
as they freely Converſe together, ſo they 
mutually delight in each others Company. 
ff! 


art thou, O Love for Delights ! 


_ ley, the Lord is my Portion, Lam. 3. 24, 
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Thou art all fair my Love, (ſays Chriſt 


There is no Spot in ihee, Cant. 4. 7. Come 
with me from Lebanon my Spouſe; with 


me from Lebanon, ver. 8. Let me ſee thy 
Face, let me hear thy Voice; for ſweet is 
thy Voice, and thy Countenance is comely, 
Chap. 2. 14. How fair and how = wa 
Chap. 7. 
6. Thou ſhalt be called Hephzibabh, for 
the Lord delighteth in thee, Iſa. 62. 4. 
And as the Lord takes pleaſure in them 


that fear him, Pfal. 147. 11. So they 


in him alſo; God is their excceding Foy, 
Pſal. 43. 4. Come, my Beloved, (lays 
the Spouſe) let us go forth into the 


Field, let us lodge in the Villages. ( | 


delight in thy Company, and am unwil- 


ing to go without thee) Let us get 1 
_ early to the Vincyards, let us ſee 4 the 
Vine flouriſh, whether the tender 


appear, and the Pomegranates bud forth : 


There will I give thee my Loves, Cant. 7. 


11. 12. Whom have I nm Heaven but 


the? (fays Aſaph) and there is none on 


Earth I deſire beſides thee, Pſal. 73. 


25. My People are my Portion faith 
the Lord, and Jacob is the Lot of my 


Iaheritauce, Deut. 3 2. 9. And again, they 


a 


rape | 
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And oh! with what unſpeakable Delight» 
do they mutually ſay of each other, he 
| Lines are fallen unto me in pleaſant Places, 
| yea, I have a goodly Heritage! *Pja. 
E . = 

That the Saints indeed ſhould rejoyce 
in God as their Portion, and have their 
| Hearts filled with exceeding Gladneſs in 
| his Company, Pſal. 46. 7. is no Won- 

| der; But that God ſhould call them his 
Jewels, Mal. 3. 17. And fay they have 
raviſh'd his Heart, Song, 4. 9. is an 
aſtoniſhing thing! We {hall wonder out 
Eternity at this Grace. Our Lite in 
Heaven will be a Lite of Communion. 

We ſhall live in Love, Love and live 

for ever. God's Love, open'd to us in 

Glory-Viſion, will, as an Eternal Fire, 

cauſe our Hearts to aſcend to him, in 

Flames of Love for ever. ?Tis the vehe- 

ment Love-Flames of Jehovah, Cant. 8. 6. 
will ſet our Souls a Burning. But mean 
while, there is fullneſs of 5% in his pre- 
ſence now; as well as Pleaſures at his 
Right Hand for evermore, ſal. 16. 11. 
The Saints, in begun Communion with 
God here, rejoyce with Foy unſpeakable, 
and full of Glory, 1 Pet. 1. 8. And 
while they know Divine Love, which 
9117 14 pafſeth 
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paſſeth Knowledge, they are filld with all 
the Fullneſs of God, Eph. 3. 19. But the 
tull Glory of Communion, and mutual 
Love Deliglits, between God and his Peo- 
ple, is an unſpeakable Thing, And better 
felt than expreſt. I {hall therefore pals 
on, to take a little Notice, that ta walk 
with God, doth neceſſarily ſuppoſe, _ 
In the Fifth and laſt Place, a ſameneſs 
of Intention, Deſign, or End. Perſons 
| here among Men walking together, have 
often the ſame End in View, Pro, 1. 14. 
But God and his People always have. 
God's End in walking with his People 
in Chriſt, and in all the Ways of Divine 
Appointment, is ultimately his own 
Glory; and ſubordinately their Good 
and Salvation. And this alſo is his Peo- 
ples End in walking with him. | 
Whatever God hath done, or doth do, 
for us in Chriſt, is zo the praiſe of the 
Glory of his Grace, Eph. 1. 6. That he 
might make known the Riches of his Glory, 
Rom. 9. 23. "Twas to make himſelf an 
everlaſting Name, that the Lord led forth 
bis People of old; and leads forth his 
People now, in all the wonderful Ways 
wherein he walks with 'em, Ja. 63. 12. 
And 'tis for his great Nameſake, 2 
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the Lord will not forſake his People, 
x Sam. 12. 22. And ſuch is his Grace, 
that he makes his Peoples Good his End 
alſo in walking with dem, as well as his 
own Glory, _ V 

The Lord will not forſake em, becauſe 
it hath pleaſed him to make them [ His] 
People: Too near and dear to be for- 
ſaken. He puts the Glory of his Name, 
and the good of his People together, as 
his End, in walking with his Rebellious 
Ones in infinite Forbearance. For my 

| Names Sake (lays be) will I defer mine 
Anger, and for my Praiſe will I refram 
for thee, that I cut thee not off, Iſa. 48. 
9. It's for [Thee] my Rebellious 
Child, will I refrain, that I cut Thee] 
not oft; as well as for my own Praife. 
The Lord leads his People thro! all the 
Changes which attend their Wilderneſs- 
Way, to do em good in their latter Emd, 
Deut. 8. 15, 16. Tis he makes a 
things work together for their Good, Rom. 
8. 28. And as he walks with em for 
their Good, ſo for their full and com- 
pleat Salvation; For all their time Sal- 
vations here, and for their Eternal Salva- 
tion hereafter. But tis the latter of 


theſe I chiefly intend, 13 
. Than 
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2 Went it forth (ſays the Prophet) 
for the Salvation of thy People, even for 
Salvation with thine Anointed, Hab. 3. 

13. The Lord hath not appointed Us 
unto Wrath; but to obtain Salvation 
thro” our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 1 The. 5. 
9. And this is the End he {till keeps 
in his Eye, in all the Ways he leads 
us, whether relating to Faith, or Practice. 
Tis Salvation 1 is the End, for which he 
leads us thro' Sant*ification of of the Spirit, 
Obedience, and Sprinkling £9 the Blood of 
Feſus, 2 Theſe 2. 13 el. 1. 2. 
And that Gocke Glory and our Salva- 
tion, ſhould be his End in walking with 
us, is amazing Grace! What an Aſto- 
niſhing Wonder is it, that he that is [the 
God of Glory] Act. 7. 2. So far above 
all Praiſe, Nehem. 9. 5. That no Crea- 
ture can add any thing to the Eſſential 
Glory, of his Perfect, Self- ſufficient, and 
: Immenſe Being, Joh. 7. . Heb. 11. 

6. Should nevertheleſs caſt the Rays 
of his Glory upon the Works of his 
Hands! And admit Creatures to ſee 
and admire it! He might always have 
hid his Giory in his own Inviſible Being; 
and never have SHin'd into our Hearts, 
70 {bo #s the 2 of the Knowledge ther: 
0 
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| of in the Face of Jeſus Chriſt! Col. 1. 
| x5- 2 Core 4. 7 le oY 1 
Further, What a Wonder is it, that 
this Great God, who might have Glo- 
rifi'd his Wiſdom, Holineſs, Juſtice, 
| Power, and Truth, in our Everlaſting De- 
| ſtruction, as Sinners, Should neverthe- 
leſs Glorify his Mercy and Grace, and 
all the Perfections of his Being, in our 
| Eternal Salvation! That God ſhould 
walk with us, rejoycing to do us Good 
now, and to fave us at the laſt, of free 
Sovereign Favour, is very amazing! And 
ſo much the more, in that it is Diſtin- 
guiſhing! And when the exceeding 
Riches of it are Open'd, in all his Kind- 
| neſs to 11s thro Chriſt Jeſus, it muſt needs 
be in the Ages to come, even to an endleſs 
Eternity, 70 the Praiſe of the Glory of 
his Grace! Eph. 2. 7. and 1. 6. And as 
God's End in walking with his People 
in Chriſt, and in all the Ways of Divine 
Appointment, is ultimately his own 
Glory, and Subordinately their Good, 
and Salvation; So alſo this is their End 
in walking with him. 11 
The Saints walk with God by Faith 
in Chriſt, not only for their own Safety, 
but alſo for his Glory. When they wes e 
n nee 
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Knee at the Name of Jeſus, and confeſs Þ 
that Chriſt is Lord, it's to the Glory of Þ 
God the Father, Phil. 2. 10. 11, The 
new Nature in their Souls, is of the 
ſame Mind. with Chriſt, who did not 
ſeek his own Glory, but his Father's that 
ſent him, Joh. 8. 50. and 7. 18. And 
thoſe Saints that walk the cloſeſt with 
God, do moſt regard his Glory as their 


End. If they are filPd with the Fruit, 


of Righteouſneſs, which are by co : 


Jeſus, (whether as to Faith or Holineſs) 


*tis 10 the Glory and Praiſe of God, Phil. 


. . A Q . - Graf and ——˙ẽ ⁰umw -- om 


1, 11. Chriſt propoſes this as the high- 


eſt End of his People's Obedience. Here. 


in (ſays he) 7s my Father Glorifi d, that 


we bring forth much Fruit, Joh. 15. 8. 
And being Married unto Chriſt their 


Riſen, ever living Husband, they bring 


forth Fruit unto God, Rom. 7. 4. 


The Saints love the Glory of God 
above their own Salvation. And what! 
a famous Inſtance of this have we in 


Moſes, the Man of God? When Iſrael 
had Sinned, let me alone Moſes, (ſays the 


Lord,) that I may conſume em: And 1 


Lill make of thee a Great Nation, Exod. 
32. 10. But how doth Moſes take this? 
Will he conſent chat God's People, * 


—— e — 2 any —— - ns 9s I me — We ld * _ 
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be deſtroy'd, and accept the Favour 
the Lord promis'd him hereupon? No 
| verily. He ſaw that God's Glory would 
| be loſt, if Iſrael were Conſum'd; and 
| this lay ſo near his Heart, that he takes 
no Notice of the Perſonal Advantage, 
the Lord had told him ſhould accrue to 
| himſelf thereby; but falls a Pleading, 
that he would ſpare his People for his 
| Great Names Sake. LORD, (fays he) 
why doth thy Wrath wax hot againſt thy 
| People ® Wherefore ſhould the Egyptians 
| ſpeak and ſay, for Miſchief did he bring 
them out to Slay em in the Mountains, 
| and to conſume em from the Face of the 
| Earth? ver. 11. 12. If thy People are 
| Deſtroy'd, what will become of thy 
| Glory, Lord? What wilt thou do to 
thy Great Name? Nay, he not only 
takes no Notice of the Perſonal Benefit 
he ſhould reap thereby; but he goes 
further, and ſays, O Lord, this People 
have Sinn'd a great Sin. Tet now, if 
thou wilt, forgive their Sm: If not, 
Wl blot me, I pray thee, out of thy Book 
| which thou haſt Written, ver. 31, 32. 
And thus Paul, that God might be 
Glorifi'd in the Converſion of his Kinſ- 
men, could even / himſelf accurſed 
5 | rom 


_ ww — r 1 
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from Chriſt, Rom. 9. 3. And tho? both 
theſe had attain'd an extraordinary Pitch 


of Holineſs, and ſo their Love to God 


was wound up to an unuſual Height; yet 


the Principle of Love, by which God"; 


People walk with him, is the fame in all 
the Saints, for Kind; tho? it riſeth to 
a far higher Degree in ſome, and is more 
diſcernable than in others. | 
And as the Glory of God, is the Saint; 
higheſt End in walking with him, ſo ii 
he'll pleaſe to Glorify himſelf in em, and by 
*em, W have the higheſt Joy. Yea, this 
alone, ſometimes, holds the Hearts of 
God's People to walk with him in Ord: 
nances and Duties; when they find no 
ſenſible Benefit tlierebyto themſelves. Thus 
oft- times the Soul reaſons, God has made 
it my Duty to walk with him here for 


huis Glory; and if he may be Glorifi'd, iſ 


-tho* I am not comforted, TII go on to 
walk with him ſtill. e 
Again, as God's Glory is the ultimate 


End, the Saints have in their Eye, in 


Walking with him; So allo their own 
Good, as a ſubordinate End, is regarded 
by 'em. God not only gives us leave, 
but has made it our Duty, to walk in all 
his Ways, and keep his Commandments 


> 


WALKING with GOD. 127 


; for our Good, Deut. 10. 12, 13. Praiſe 


Je the Lord, (lays the Pſalmiſt) For it 
| is Good, yea, Pleaſant, Fſa. 147. 1. 


To walk with God all manner of Ways, 
is natively ſweet to the new Creature. 
Jo be Spirituallj minded, is the Saints 


| Life, Rom. 8. 6. They draw near to 


| God becauſe it's Good for em, Pſal. 
| 73. 28. And when they are near him, 
they ſay with Peter, It's good to be here, 
Matt. 17. 4. And as in their whole 
| Walk, whatever they do, they do all to 


| the Glory of God, 1 Cor. 10. 31. That 
| God in all things may be G jorifed, 1 Pet. 


4. 11. And likewiſe for their own 
preſent Good; So allo with regard to 
| their Eternal Salvation. FOR” 


The Salvation of their Souls is the End 


| of their Faith, 1 Pet. 1. 9. Not only 


eventually, but deſignedly. And as God 


and his People, have a ſameneſs of End 


in theſe Reſpects, in their walking with _ 
each other; ſo they aſſuredly do, and 


ſhall attain it. 


God Glorifies himſelf, in walking with 


his People now tor their Good. His 
People alſo Glorify his Name in their 


walk with him; and experimentally 


find it Good for 'em ſo to do. And 
8 when 
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when they are compleatly ſaved; God 
will be to the utmoſt Glorified: The 

' Pleaſure of the Lord, both as to his 
own Glory, and his Peoples Salvation, 
ball pro per in Chriſt's Hand, Iſa. 53. 
10. ave Fought the good Fight, (lays 
the Aeli ) I Have y $84 Courſe, 
henceforth there's laid up fie me a 
Crown 0 1 Righteouſneſs, hidd the Lord 
the Righteous FA will give me at that 
Day, 2 Tim. 4. 7. 8. And to all them 
who by patient ef, in well. doing, 
ſeek for Glory, Honour, and — 
bell give Eternal Life, Rom. 2. 7. There 
remaineth a Reſt to the People * God, 
(in their Father's Houſe above, after all 
the Labour and Toil of the Way.) Heb. 
4. 9. And God 1 in infinite Grace, wiſe. 
ly conducts 'em all manner of Ways 
thro? the Wilderneſs, to a City of Habi- 
tation, Pſal. 107. 7. To his own Pa- 

| lace Royal in 8 But Eye hath 
3 not ſeen, nor Ear heard the Glorious 
Things God hath prepared tor them 
there, that walk with him in Love here, 
1 Cor. 2. g. He is not aſham'd to be called 
their God, for on hath prepared for them 
a City, Heb. 16. God hath made 
ape een of Glory for his People 
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every way anſwerable to his own Great- 
neſs as God, and the Nearneſs of his Re- 
lation to them. And as he has prepar'd 
Glory for 'em; {o he beſtow's it on 'em. 
| Enoch walked with God, and was not- 
| for God took him, Gen. 5.24. And this is 
the Privilege of every one that Walks 
with God, to be taken Home to the 
Lord, (either in an ordinary or an ex- 
traordinary way) to the full Enjoyment 
of Glory-Viſion. And ſo ball we be for 
ever with the Lord, 1 Theſſ. 4. 17. Chriſt 
will come, to be glerih d in the Saints, 
as well as to their compleat Salvation, 

2 Theſſ. 1. 10. Heb. 9.28. God will be glo- 
rify'd Lin] his People, in making them ſo 
glorious; as well as [by] them in their 
Aſcriptions of Glory to him. Salvation 
aud Glory are put together in the Doxo- 
logies of the Saved ones, Rev. 19. 1. The 
new Jeruſalem, the Bride the Lambs 
IWife, when ſhe comes down from God 
out of Heaven, will have the glory of God, 
Rev. 21.9, 10, 11. But what the Great- 
neſs of God's Glory will be in the Sal- 
vation of his People, and theirs in being 
compleatly faved, is yet to be reveal'd, 
„VC 
Thus (as enabled) I have ſaid a ht 
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of that great Abundance, which is con- 
tain'd in Walking with God, as it neceſ- 
ſarily ſuppoſes, 3 1 
Firſt, An Agreement between God and Þ 
C RS BH 
_ Secondly, A Way in which both walk. 
— Thirdly, A continued Courle or Series 
of Steps taken in that way. i 
Fourthly, Free Communion, or mutual] 
Fellowſhip. And, „%% om 
Fifthly, A ſameneſs of Intention, De- 
ſign, or End. To walk with God then, Þ 
in brief, 5 To 
Is, to be agreed with him; to have 
Chriſt our Way; to go on with him con- 
tinually herein; to have free Communion, 
and mutual Fellowſhip, and in all to In- 
tend, and Deſign the ſame Ed. 
And that God and a Creature, God 
and a Sinner, ſhould walk together in 
Agreement, familiarly as Friends ; that 
Chriſt ſhould be their Way, in his Per- 
ſon, Office, and Work; that herein they 
ſhould go on continually with each other; 
maintaining free Communion, and mu- 
tual Fellowſhip, and in all, regard the 
fame End, Is ſuch a Myſtery of Godli- 
neſs, that without Controverſy 1s very 
great! I Tim. 3. 16. The Lord's doing, 


and 
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and marvellons in our Eyes! Pſal. 118. 
23. And this Honour have all the Saints. 
Praiſe ye the Lord, ſal. 149. 9. L 
| Thus having freely imparted the Light 
I have received; If the Lord will graci- 
| oully pleaſe to make manifeſt by me, the 
| Savour of bis Knowledge, 2 Cor. 2. 14. 
herein, to your Soul, to your further 
| Fellowſhip with the Truth; my foul 
| {hall rejoice, and my God have he 
| Glory: Unto whom it is due i the 
| Church, by Chriſt Feſus, throughout all 
| foes, World without end. Amen, Eph. 
3. 21. 5 
But hall it be told him that I ſpeak? 
Ha Man ſpeak, ſurely he ſhall be fwal- 
| lowed up, fob 37. 20. How much more 
| ſuch a Babe as I, that cannot order my 
| Speech by reaſon of Darkneſs? ver. 19. 
God is great, we know him not, and his 
Ways are paſt finding out, Fob 36.26. Rom. 
11. 33. It's meet then, that his deareſt 
Favourites, in ſpeaking of him, and his 
Ways, ſhould ſerve the Lord with fear, 
and rejoice with trembling, |. 2. 11. 
How much more ſuch a Nothing ſinful 
Worn as 1? God is greatly to be fand 
in the aſſembly of the Saints: To be had 
in reverence of all them that are about 
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him, Pf. 89. 7. And if Angels, in all 
their bright Orders, (Thoſe Seraphs, for 
flaming Love to God, Cherubs, for ſwift- 
neſs in his Service) vazl their Faces, as 


unworthy to look upon his Glory, co- 


wer their Feet, as unworthy to ſtand in 
his Preſence; and are ſwift upon their 


Wing to obey his Commands, I.. 6. 2. 


And yet he puts no truſt in theſe his 


Saints; how much leſs in them that 


dwell in Houſes of Clay, whoſe Foun- 


dation is in the Duſt? Job 4.18, 19. If 
the Heavens are not clean m his Sight, 


when compar'd with his infinite Purity, 


how much more filthy and abominable is 


Alan that drinketh Iniquity like Water, 


Chap. 15. 15, 16. With what Humi- 
lity and Reverence then, ſhould ſuch a 
weak, contemptible Worm as J ſerve 


him? Even while, believing, I rejoice, 


that this great God, as my Father in 


Chriſt, pardons the Sinfulneſs, pities the 
Weaknels, and delights to hear the bro- 
ken Language of his Child; attempting 
to liſp out his Glory, tho? it ha'n't yet 
learned to {peak plain! Iſa. 3 8. 14. $6 


great are his infinite Bowels Jer. 31. 
. e AN 


Dear 
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Dear Brother, I ſhall commit the 


Whole of this my Anſwer to your firſt 
| Requeſt, to him that can ordain 
* Strength, and perfect Praiſe, out of the 
| Mouth of Babes and Sucklings, J.. 8. 9. 
Mat. 21. 16, And next attempt the So- 
| lution of your Second: Which was, 
That I would give you a few Hints 
| from Joſeph's Bleſſing . _ 


Deut.33.13,14,1 5,16. Which, accord- 


ing to preſent Light, take as follows. 
Deut. 33.13. And of Joſeph he ſaid, 
| Bleſſed of the Lord be his Land, for the 
| Dew, and for the deep that coucheth be- 
„„ 


AND of Joſeph he ſaid] Toſeph Was 


rais'd up of God to be a Type of Jeſus 


Chriſt, in his Sufferings and Glory. 
Which is plain to me, from Gen. 49. 23, 
24. The Archers have ſorely griev'd him, 
and ſhot at him, and hated him. But 


his Bow abode in Strength, and the Arms 


of his Hands were made ſtrong by the 


Hands of the mighty God of Jacob. From 


thence is the Shepherd, the Stone of Iſrael.” 


God had deſign'd to advance Joſeph to 


Royal Honour in Pharoah's Court; to 


be the very next in the Throne, ſet over 
1 all 


m . 2 
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all the Land of Egypt. Which was ap- 
parently done, When in Royal Apparel, 
with kingly Majeſty, Fharoah made him 
ride in his ſecond Chariot; while they 
cry'd before him, Bow the Knee, Gen. 41. 
41, 42, 43. This wonderful Effect of di- 
vine Providence, was to render 7oſeph a 
lively Type of Chriſt, in his Mediato- 
rial Glory and Kingdom: Whom God 
hath Vie exalted, even to ſit down with 
him in his Throne, Rev. 3. 21. aray'd with 
Glory and Honour, as Sovereign Lord of 
Heaven, Earth and Hell; and cauſed to 
ride proſperouſiy upon the Word of 
Truth; while the Royal Proclamation's 
made before him, in all the Places of his 
Dominion, Bew the Knee, Phil. 2. 10. 
But before Joſeph was advanc'd, God 
made ſome Intimations thereof to him; 
Which, when he acquainted his Bre- 
thren with, they hated him for it; tho? 
the Salvation of their temporal Lives de- 
pended thereon, Gen. 37. 5. So Chriſt, 
when he came unto his own Nation the 
Jews, acquainting them, That he was 
by his Father advanced to be their 
Meſhah ; they received him not, John 
1. 11. And the more they ſaw the Glo- 
ry of his Meſſiahſhip break forth, the 


more 


more they hated him, chap. 15. 24. al- 


> 
8 
4 

7 


| hated and ſold by his Brethren, before 
| his Advancement: And Chriſt firſt /af- 
| fer'd, and then enter'd into his Glory, 
| Like 24. 26. The Jews reject him, John 
| 18. 40. Judas felleth him, Matt. 26.15. 
| his Diſciples forſake him, ver. 56. the A 

ſembly of the Wicked incloſe him, Pal. 22. 


tho? it wes impoſſible for them to have 
Salvation in any other, Acts 4.12. 


Joſeph was {hot at, and ſorely griey'd 


5 


16. Thus was he hated and ſorely griev- 


| ed, in this Hour and Power of Darkneſs, 


Lale 22. 51. 


But, as 570ſeph's Bow abode in 


Strength, the Arms of his Hands being 
made ftrong by the Hands of the migh- 


ty God of Jacob; lo did Chriſt's. His 


Father ſtrengthned him by his ſupport- 
ing Preſence, even when his comforting 
Preſence was with-held; and he calPd 


him to conflict with the combined Wrath 


of Heaven, Earth and Hell. 


 Foſepb's Brethren thought they had 
done enough to hinder his Advancement, 

when they had fold him into Egypt - 
| And Men and Devils thought when they 
had got Chriſt crucified, they had fully 
put an End to his Glory and * 
a | Wo But 
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But Oh, how Cid the infinite Wiſdom of 
Jehovah, rale the Wiſe in their own Craf- 
tineſs, Fob 5. 13. And not only difap- 
point the Deſigns of the Enemy, but 
effectually over-rule them for his own | 
Glory, and his Peoples good. 4" 
From thence 1s the Shepherd, the Stone 
of Iſrael : From [thence], from the Wil- 
dom and Power oi God over-ruling the 
Malice of oſeph's Brethren; and from 
that very Time of their hating, and ſel- 
ling him into Eg ypr, did God begin to 
advance him, as the Typical Shepherd, 
and Stone of Iſrael; (Upon which Account 
| Foſeph has the Name) to Suſtain and 
Feed the Church of God in Jacob's Fa- 
mily. Who when the Time of Famine 
came on, muſt have died for Want, had 
it not been for an advanc'd Foſeph. 
But when they were reduced to a 
| ſtarving Condition, having heard that 
there was Corn in Egypt, they come 
bended Suppliants to the Lord of the 
| Land; who not only ſupplies their 
Wants, but to their amazing Wonder, 
opens himſelf in the Nearneſs of his 
Relation. I am Joſeph your Brother, 
whom ye fold into Egypt. Now there- 
fore, benot grieved that ye ſold me — 
J 5 * 
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for God did ſend me before you to preſerve 
Life: to preſerve you a Poſteriiy in the 
Earth, and to ſave your Lives by a great 
Deliverance, Gen. 45. 4, 5, 7. You 
thought evil againſt me, but God meant 
it for good, to ſave mich People alive. 
Now therefore fear ye not, I will nouriſh 
you and your little ones, chap. 50. 20, 21. 
And as it was with 7oſeph the Type, 
ſo with Jeſug, the glorious Antitype. 
From thence is the Shepherd, the Stone of 
| Jfrael, really. From [thence] from the 
infinite Wiſdom of 7ehovah, over-ruling 
the Rage of Hell; and trom that very 
Time when Men and Devils, in their 

Hatred, triumph'd over Chriſt, God be- 
Fan to exalt him: The Foundation of his 
ingly Throne, being now laid in his 
prieſtly Blood. He humbled himſelf um- 
to Death, even the Death of the Croſs. 
Wherefore God alſo hath highly exalted 
him, and given him a Name that's akhove 
every Name: That at the Name of Jeſus 
every Knee ſhould bow, Phil. 2. 8, 9, 10. 
This crucified Jefus, God exalted as a 
Prince and a Saviour, to give Repentance 
unto Iſrael, and Remifſion of Sins, Atts 5. 
31. And God having rais'd him from 
the Dead, {ct him at his own Right 
Hand, 
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Hand, and ſent down the Holy Ghoſt 
from the aſcended Saviour, to glorify 
Chriſt in the Church : Now he's open- 


ly laid as the Foundation Stone in 970n, 


and declared to have all Power in Hea- 
cen and Farih given him, as the great 


Shepherd of Vel. 


And when there ariſeth a mighty Fa- 


mine in his Brethren's Land, and they 
come bended Suppliants to this great 
Lord, having heard of Life for 'em, in an 


once crucity'd, but now exalted Jeſus, 
when they are juſt ready to periſh; Oh 
with what Gladneſs they receive this 


Word, Act. 2. 41. And how tranſcendent 


is their Joy when he manifeſts himſelf to 
them, as their Friend and Brother; tel- 
ling em, That becaule he Jive, they ſhall 
live alſo ! fohn 20. 17. and 14. 19. Yea, 
with what an amazing Glory, doth infinite 


Wiidom and Grace, thine in their View, 


now Alive, was once deliver'd unto 
Death for Them, by the determinate 
Counſel aud Þ'ore-knowledge of God; e- 
ven when by wicked Hands he was cru- 


while they ſee Jeſus their Brother, that's 


cified and lain, Ads 2. 23. Thus it ap- 


pears that Joſeph was a Type of Chriſt. 
to proceed then, 
Bleſſed 
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Bleſſed of the Lord be his Land] J. 
ſeph's Land, was Joſeph's Inheritance, 
Joh. 16. 4. Chriſt's Inheritance is his 
People, Deut. FS 9. Joſeph's Land was 
eminently bleſt, in relation to him, as 
His. And Chriſt's People are tranſcen- 
dently bleft, in relation to Him, above 
all the World beſide, Deut. 3}. 29. And 
this by JEHOVAH; Who, alone is that 
| Seli-cxiftent Being, which is infinitely 
able to give Being to all his Creatures, 
and to all their Happineſs, F/al. 83.18. 
a. 26. 4. And by Him alfo, as having 
| engag?d himſelf by Covenant; and ſo 
| infinitely faithful to all his gracious En- 
gagements, Exod. 6. 3, 6. LEA 
For the precious Things of Heaven.) A 
| comprehenſive Phraſe, herein are ſum- 
marily contain'd the particular Bleſſings 
| after mentioned. Joſeph's Land, was 
bleſs'd, as His, with all the natural In- 
| fluences of the Heavens. Chriſt's Peo- 
| ple are beſt in Him, with all ſpiritual 
Bleſſings in the FHleavenlies, Eph. 1. 3. 
ber the Dew, ] The natural Dew, 
which tell upon Foſeph's Land, to refreſh 
the Plants and Herbs almoſt ſeorch'd up 
by the Heat of the Sun, was a great 
| Blefting, conducing to its Fruit ufneſs. 
| But 
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But the Heavenly Diſtillations of Chriſt's 
Spirit and Grace, which fall upon the 
Saints, to refreſh and keep them green 
and flouriſhing, under all the ſcorching 
Heat of Perſecution, they meet with 
from Sin, Satan, and the World, are a 
more tranſcendent Bleflang, conducing to 
their more abundant Fruitfulneſs. For 
while God is as the Dew to Iſrael, he 
_ grows as the Lilly, Hoſ. 14. 5. Sk 
And for the Deep that coucheth be- 
neath] The Natural Waters of the Sea, 
that great Deep, conveying themſelves 
thro? Veins and Caverns ot the Earth, 
were a further Bleſſing unto Zoſeph'sLand. 
Which ſets forth the tranſcendent Bleſ- 
ſedneſs of Chriſt's People, in that the 
infinite, unfathomable Deep of Divine 
Love, thro? the crucified Fleſh of ſeſus, 
conveys itſelf into their Souls, to water 
their Roots. And the Bleſſedneſs of the 
Saints herein, 1s, indeed, unſpeakable; 
even when, ds the Deep that coucheth be- 
neath, it runs under- ground out of their 
Sight. Tis the ſecret Conveyances of 
this Love, that keep the Saints Roots 
full of Moiſture. ?Tis this ſupplies em 
with a Sufficiency of Sap, to endure the 
ſcorching Heat of Perſecution, which 

RY . 
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not only withers the Leaf of others, but 

| dries 'em up at the Roots. At Times, 

indeed, in its exuberant Fullneſs, and 
freeneſs, it breaks up above-ground in 
our Sight, and flows forth abundantly: 

but even then, its a Deep that ſtill couch- 

| eth beneath. Beneath all Diſpenſations, 

and beyond all our Apprehenſions. Tis 

but the Surface of this great Deep that 

| we behold; or rather a viſible Effect of 

that Love, that abides in the Heart of 
God towards us; which in the Infinity 
of its Depth, will for ever be beyond 

{ the Search of created Underſtanding, 

| Eph. 3. 19. O who can ſet forth the 
Saints Bleſſedneſs, as intereſted in this 

unfathomable Knowledge-paſſing Love! 
They are for ever ſecured from drying 
up at Roots, becauſe this immenſe Deep 
that waters 'em is inexhauſtible; and 
the Channels thro' which it runs, (the 
Merits of Chriſt, the everlaſting Cove- 
nant, the free and abſolute Promiſes) can 
never be ſtopt. 
Ver. 14. And for the precious Fruits 
brought forth by the Sun] Foſeph's Land 
was greatly bleſs'd with the ſweet, 
warming, quickening Influences of the 
natural Sun; to bring forth and * 

| | tlie 


r 


ſedneſs of the Saints, under the tranſcen- 


teouſneſs, Mal. 4. 2. by whoſe ſuperna- 


the precious Fruits of the Spirit are 
brought forth, and ripen'd in their Hearts 
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by the Moon,] foſeph's Land was bleſs'd, 
not only with the ſweet warming Influ- 
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precious Plants and Fruits being brought 
forth more eminently by the Moon, as 
others by the Sun, (as Naturaliſts tell 
us;) which may ſet forth the Saints Bleſ- 
AHedneſs, under the Influence of that 


it's Night with 'em. They bring forth 
a Variety of precious Fruits in various 


mer-Fruits. Some are brought forth by 
the warming Day-Light Influences of 
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the precious Fruits that grew thereon. 


Which ſets forth the unſpeakable Bleſ- 
dent Influences of Chriſt the Sun of Righ- 
tural Lite and Heat, ariſing upon 'em 


in bright Beams of glorious Light, all 


and Lives for God, Phil. 1. 11. 
And for the precions Things put forth 


ences of the Sun, but alſo with the moi- 
ſtening Influences of the Moon; ſome 


Light the Lord is pleas'd to afford when 


Seaſons. Some are Winter, others Sum- 


the Sun of Righteouſnets ; others by the 
cooling Influences of the Moon, or tlie 


leſſer Light afforded in the Night Diſ- 


penſation 
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penſation. The Jewiſh Church in the 
Night Diſpenſation of the Old Teſta- 
ment, under the Moon-like Influences of 
Types and Shadows, brought torth 
Fruit to God. But the New teſtament 
Church, in a more eminent Way, under 
the Tranſcendent Influences of the Riten 
| Sun of Righteouſneſs, in the broad Day- 
Light of the Goſpel. Thus %%, taw 
a Wonder in Heaven, a li oman cloath d 
with the Sun, having the Moon under ber 
Feet, Rev. 12. 1, Which might be 
a Repreſentation of the Goſpel Church, 
Shining forth in the Glory of Chriſt, the 
Sum and Subſtance of all Shadows; 
having the Moon of Old Teſtament 
Ordinances under her Feet, (As ſome 
Great Men of God have thought.) But 
tho? the Privileges of the Church under 
the Goſpel Day, are much advanc'd, 
when compar'd with what it enjoy'd 
under the Night of the Law; yet even 
the Goſpel Church hath it's Nights, as 
well as Days ſtiil. It's necdiul for them, 
at Times, to be in Heavimeſs, thro? Mani- 
fold Temptations, 1 Pet. 1.6. And when 
it's Nieht with em, Thal. 30. 5. The 
Lord doth not leave em without Light, 
ſuitable to the Diſpenſation ws 

9 under; 


- ad 


-s. 


144 A DISCOURSE upon 


under; their Moon ſhall not withdraw 
it ſelf in {uch Seaſons, 1/a. 60. 20. 
And the Church 1s blets'd by the Hea- 
venly Influences of the Night, as well 
as thoſe of the Day: For both jointly 
conduce to her abundant Fruitfulneſs. 
Ver. 15. And for the chief Things of 
the anciciit Mountains, and for the pre- 
cious Things of the laſiins Hills. Theſe 
Mountains and Hills, tis very probable, 
were Mountains of Spices, ſaid to be 
Ancient, as being from the beginning of 
the Creation caſt up by God himielt; 
and Laſtive, for their Perpetuity: And 
as ſuch were an emipent part of the 
Bleſſing of Foſeph's Land. And fitly 
ſerv'd to repretent the tranicendent 
Bleſſedneſs of the Saints, as ſtanding 
upon the high Acts of God's Grace, 
in his Covenant Settlements; which 
Gloriouſly fecure their Fruitfulneſs. Theſe 
may be compard to Mauutaius, tor 
Firmneis; to Ancient Mountains for 
Antiquity, in as much as they bear upon 
em the Date of Everlaſting, as it denotes 
Eternity before Time commenc'd; and 
to Laſting Hills, becauſe they endure 
thro' Time and to Eternity the ſame. 
And oh the unſpeakable Bleſſedneſs of 
| ; Chriſt's 
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| Chrift's Land, his People, as ſtanding 
in the Grace of the Everlaſting Seitle- 
| ments! Rom. 5, 2. The Saints are 
| bleſt for the chief Things of theſe Anci- 
ent Mountains, for the precious Things 
| of theſe laſting Hills; ſuch as Adoption, 
juſtification, Sanctification, and Glori- 
| fication, Rom. 8. 29, 30. And oh, 
the fragrant Fruittulneſs of Chriſt's Land, 

as bleſt in theſe Reſpects! What Re- 
venues of Glory ariſe to him thereby ! 
As they are adopted, he inherits a People 
| near to God, Pſal. 148. 14. As juſtifi'd, 
a Rrghteous People, Iſa. 60. 21. As 
Sanctifid, an Holy Nation, a peculiar 
People, 1 Pet. 2. 9. And as Glorifi'd, 
in the abſolute Settlement of it upon 
em, he inherits a People that he ſhall 
poſſeſs for ever, as a Crown of Glory, aud 
a Diadem of Beauty, Iſa. 62. 3. And 
as Chriſt's Glory is great, ſo the Blefled- 
nels of the Saints is unſpeakable. herein: 
And the Fruit they are ordam'd to bring 
forth hereby, to the Glory of God, 1s 
effectually ſecured, oh. 15. 16. 
Ver. 16. And for the precious Things 
of the Earth, and the fullneſs thereof. 
Joſeph's Land, was not only bleſs'd for 
the chief Things of the ancient Moun- 
Kee 1 tains, 
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tains, which were precious by way of Þ 
Eminence; but alſo for the precious 
Things of the Earth, and the fullneſs 
thereof; for all kinds of Influences and 
Productions, the rich Soil of the Earth 
affords. And ſo Chriſt's People, are not 
only bleſt with all Spiritual Bleſſings in 
the Heavenlies, ſuitable to the Glory of 
their Heavenly State, as the Offspring I 
of Chriſt the Heavenly Man; but alto 
with all the precious Things of the I 

Earth. In being Heirs with Chriſt, they 

are Heirs of God; and of all that he Is 
and Has. The World is theirs, and the 
tullneſs thereof, 1 Cor. 3. 22. It was 
made for Chriſt and the Saints; and 
they with him Inherit all Things, Heb. 
% ( | 
Aud for the Good-Will of him that 
dwelt in the Buſh. This was a Bleſſing I 
[Indeed,] which extending to all the reſt, 
did exceedingly enhance their Worth. I 
And is laſt mentioned, as the Coronis, 
and Glory of them all. This diſtinguiſh'd I 
Foſeph's Land from the common Earth, 
and put a peculiar Glory upon it. And 
as in the Type, fo in the Antitype, all 
the Saints Bleſſings as flowing from, 

nouriſh'd by, and crown'd wo 0 
4 Ro | o- 
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| Good-Will of him that dwelt in the Puſh, 
| (their own Covenant-God and Father, | 

dwelling in Chriſt and them for ever,) | 
makes *em Tranſcendently Full, and 
Glorious. This is a Bleſſing fo high, that 
it even puts a Glory upon Divine Love 
it fel While the Boundleſs Love of 
Jehovah's Nature, appears cloath'd with _ 
the Sovereign good Pleaſure of his Will, 
with what an amazing Glory doth it 
Shine! How doth Grace Shine in its | 
Abſoluteneſs, Sovereignty, Freeneſs, and i 
Diſtinguiſhing Glory; while Jehovah, | 
proclaims all his Goodneſs to his People, 
and ſays, I | Will} be Gracious, to whom 
Iwill be Gracious! Exod. 33. 19. Here 
it appears to be not of Neceſſity of 
Nature, but, of the higheſt Freedom 
of Will; which begets the higheſt 
Admirations, and Adorations in the 
Saints. In God's dwelling in the 
Buſh, there was a Diſplay of an high 
Freedom of Will, and great conde- 
{cending Love. Which put together, 
might well be call'd Good-Will, [Good] 
for the exceeding Kindneſs of it, and 
[Will] for the abſolute Freedom of it, 
and [ Good-Will,] as the higheſt Love 
was Cloath'd with the higheſt Freedom. 
5 Er: And 
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And for this Good-Will of him that 
dwelt in the Buſh, are the Saints bleſs'd 
in all their Bleſſings. Oh! the unſpeak- 
able Sweetneſs, this puts into every 
Favour, whether of the Upper, or Nether 
-' primes, Jof. 16. 10. 5 
Let the Bleſſings come upon the Head 
of Joſeph,] Or coming, Let it come upon 
the Head of Joſeph; and ſo upon his 
Land in Relation to him. Which {ets 
forth the Order, in which God Commu- 
nicates all Bleſſings to his People, as well 
as the abundant Freeneſs, and Fullneſs 
thereof, They are firſt given to Chriſt, 
as the prime Heir of all Things, and then 
to us in him, as Herrs with him: we are 
bleſs'd in his Bleſſedneſs. The Father 
hath bleſsd us with all Bleſſings in Chriſt, 
Eph. 1. 3. So that our Right depends 
upon his Title, and is thereby exceed- 
ingly ſecured to us. And as we are 
bleſt in him in reſpect of Right, ſo alſo 


in reſpect of Communication. God com- 


municates all Grace and Glory, with 
_ every good Thing, to the Man Chriſt 
firſt, and then thro? him to all his Seed. 
And our higheſt Bleſſedneſs, is but a 
Derivation out of his Fullneſs; which 
heightens it yet the more. And as all 

_ Bleſſings 
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Bleſſings come firſt upon Chriſt, and 


then upon us, in and thro' him; fo in 
| this way, coming they come, freely, 


tully and perpetually. 


And upon the top of the Head of him, 


| that was ſeperated from his *Brethren.) 
The Bell 
the Top, or Crown of Joſeph's Head, 


may denote the utmoſt, and higheſt 


| Degree thereof. And as it comes upon 
| the Top, or Higheſt part of his Head, 


(ſo that he's all over bleſt,) ſo alſo upon 


him, as ſeperated from his Brethren: 
{ Firſt, by God's ſpecial Deſignation, ſet- 
| ting him apart to an exalted State of 
Glory above 'em; and ſecondly, as ſepe- 
rated from 'em in his Sufferings. Which 


| God ordain'd, both to go betore, as alſo 


to be a Means of his future Advance- 
ment; that ſo the Glory thereot might 


ſhine the more Conſpicuouſly. And as 
the Bleſſing came upon the Head of 
Joſeph, the Type, as ſeperated from his 


Brethren, in both theſe Reſpects, fo ow 
on Chriſt the glorious Antitype : Firſt, 


upon his Perſon, as ſeperated from his 
Brethren, being by the Father choſen 
from among the People, ſet apart, and 


exalted to the Office, and Glory of Me- 
diator, and High Prieſt, Pſal. 89. 19. 


els 3 Hieb. 


gs being ſaid, to come upon 
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Heb. 5. 5. Upon which Account he's 
moſt bleſſed for ever, Pſal. 29. 6. But 
then Secondly, the Bleſſing comes | 
upon Chriſt's Head, not only in the F 
Tight of his being the alone Mediator, 
but alſo in the right of his Mediatorial 
Obedience unto Death; hen ſeperated 
from his Brethren, as the one great Sacri- 
fice of Atonement; for of the People 
| there was none with him, Iſa. 63. 3. 
And in both theſe Reſpects, as Media- 
tor, and Head of the Church, as Re- 
deemer, and Saviour of the Body, Eph. 
5. 23. How doth the Bleſſing coming, 
come upon Chriſt, and his for ever! 
To every one of us, lays the 12 is 
given Grace, according to the Meaſure of 
the Gift of Chriſt, Eph. 4. 7. (The Gift to 
Chriſt, as well as the Gift of Chriſt; for 
he firſt Receiv'd, and then gave Gifts, 
Pſal. 68. 18. Eph. 4. 8.) And now 
that he Aſcended, what is it but that he 
firſt Deſcended into the lower parts of the 
Earth. He that Deſcended, is the ſame 
alſo that Aſcended far above all Heavens, 
that he might fill all Things, Ver. 9. 10. 
God having fo order'd it in infinite Wit- 
dom, that he who was Lord of all, as God- 
Man Mediator, the great Head of the 
Church, ſhould yet empty himſelf of al 1 
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his Glory, and become Obedient unto 
Death, even the Death of the Croſs, Phil. 
2. 6, 7, 8. That hereby he might, not 
| only ſatisfie Juſtice, but alſo Aſcend to 
| Glory, and take Poſſeſſion of all Bleſſings 
for us, in order to communicate to us, 
in the right of his Meritorious Obedience; 
Which being ſuperadded to his Perſonal 
right, was, as for the more abundant 
| Glory of the Mediator, ſo for the Strong 
| Conſolation, and more abundant Security 
| of the Hears of Tromns. oo: 
Thus the Type, and the Antitype 
agree; in that 7oſeph was firſt ſeparated 
from his Brethren, by God's ſpecial 
| Deſignation of him, to an exalted Glory 
above them, and again by peculiar 
Sufferings; and in both theſe Reſpects 
the Bleſſing came upon his Head. So 
Chriſt, was firſt ſeperated from his Bre- 
thren, when ſet up from Everlaſting, in 
the Office, and Glory of Mediator, 
Prov. 8. 23. And again, when God 
{mote the Shepherd, and the Sheep were 


ſcatter d, Cech. 13. 7. And upon both 


theſe Accounts the Bleſſing comes upon 
Chriſt, and his for ever. But yet there 
Was this Difference between Joſeph, 

and Chriſt : Joſeph's Afflictions r 
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his Advancement, only as Means, wiſe 
Providence made uſe of to bring about 
and illuſtrate the fame. But Chrilt's 
Sufferings preceded his Glory, not only 
as Means to bring it about, and as a 
Foil to ſet it off, but alſo as a Meritori- 
ous Cauſe thereof: fo that upon the 
account of his being, ſeperated from his 
Brethren in this Reipect, the Bleſſing 
coming, comes indeed! 

I ſhall attempt to give a few Hints 
upon the next Verle: It being alſo a 
part of Fofeph's Bleſſing, or rather a 
Ar ge Detcription of his Bleſſedneſs. 

Ver. 17. His Glory is like the Firſtling 
of his Bullock] all 7oſe a Glory was 
lite the Firſiling of his Bulloch, the 
Lord's, and offer'd up 4 him; which 
was 0 prime liens thereof, Exod. 
172 And all the Glory Chriſt had 
WH 7 God, as Mediator, before the World 

7s, Job. 8 How did he offer it 
he in Flames of Love to his Father, 
when with Delight, he came to 4o his 

Will? Ffal. 40. 7, $. Did God N 
him, in calling him to be an High-Prieſt ? 
2b. „ 16 He faithfully laid it out to 
his Honour, chap. 3. 2. He ma agnifi'd his 
| tau, aud made 10 borourable, Iſa. 42. 21. 


both 


-» 


6 
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both in it's preceptive, and penal Part, 


by h's great Obedience to it, both in Life 
and Death. Did the Father Crown him 
as High-Prieſt, with Glory and Honour? 


he Dedicates it unto the T.ord; offers 
up himſelf a Sacrifice; taſtes Death for 
every Man: that God might be Glorifi'd, 
and his People ſaved. Heb. 2. 9. And 
as Chriſt's Glory was the Lord's on the 
| Croſs, ſo allo on the Throne: there's 
no Glory Chriſt poſſeſſeth now in Heaven, 
at God's Right Hand, but what he em- 


| ploys in his Father's Honour. When he 
| told his Diſciples, what great Things he 
| would do for 'em in his exalted State, 
he gives the Glory of God as the Reaſon 


of it. Whatſoever (lays he) yeſhall agb in 


| my Name, that I will do, that the Father 


may be Glorifi'd in the Son, fob. 14. 13. 

And his Horns like the Horus of Uni- 
corus:] Horns, eſpecially the Horns of 
Unicorns, which are eminent for Strength, 
Num. 23. 22. Are an emblem of Power, 


and Kingly Majefty, PF/al. 89. 24. and 


92. 10. Which Literally, may denote, 


the Strength and Greatneſs ot oſeph's 


Glory; and Spiritually, the Glory and 
Strength of Chriſt's Kingdom. 


With 
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With them he ſhall puſh the People 
together to the Ends of the Earth, ] which 
ſets forth Literally, the Victory, Joſeph 
in his Offspring, ſhould obtain over his 
Enemies the Canaantes, in driving them 
out, and poſſeſſing their Land; and 
Spiritually, the compleat Conqueſt, 
Chriſt and his People, obtain over all Þ 

ms and ther Eames. 8 
Aud they are the Ten Thouſands f 
Ephraim, and they are the Thouſands of Þ 
Manaſſeh.] Which Literally, ſets the 
Strength of Foſeph's Glory, in his nu- 
merous and victorious Offspring; and 
_ alſo may point it out as an encreaſing 
Glory: in that Ten Thouſands are a- 
ſcrib'd to Ephraim, his younger, andi 
but Thouſands to Manaſſeh, his firit Þ 
born Son. Which when apply'd to 
Chriſt, ſets forth the Strength and Glory 
of his Kingdom in the Abundance of 
his Spiritual Seed. Solomon ſays, that 
in the Multitude of People is the King's 
Honour, Prov. 14. 28. And Sing, Jef 


has a Multitude of Loyal Subjects, ſo 
Great, that 20 Man can Number, Rev. | | 
7. 9. It alſo ſets forth the encreaſing ; 
Glory of his Kingdom. The Few | | 
Church, like Manaſſeb, was 1 firſt ; 
born, 
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born, and Chriſt had his Thouſands a- 
mong them; But he hath his Ten Thou- 
| ſands in the Gentile Church, tho? like 
Ephraim, the younger Son; Chriſt had 
his Thouſands under the Law, but his 
Ten Thouſands under the Goſpel; from 
| the Womb of this Morning he had the Dew 
| of his Touth, Pſal. 110. 3. And more emi- 
| nently will have, as the glorious Day 
| dawns, when the Fullneſs of the Gentiles 
| ſhall be brought in, and 4 Nation born 
| at once, Rom.11.25. Iſa. 66. 8, Tor 
| of the Increaſe of his Government, and 
| Peace, there ſhall be no End, Iſa. 9.7. 
| And as they, the Ten Thouſands of E 
| pbraim, and the Thouſands oi Manaſſeh, 
| were the Horns, by which Joſeph puſh'd 
the People, his Enemies; So it ters forth 
the Honour Chriſt puts upon his Chil- 
dren, in employing them under him, as 
the Captain of their Salvation, to fight all 
his Battles, and the Victory he obta ins 
in 'em, and by em. For Jacob is his 
Battle-ax, and Weapons of War, Jer. 51. 
20. With thee (ſays he) will I break in 
pieces. the Nations, and with thee will I 
deſtroy Kingdoms: and with the? will I 
break in pieces the Horſe and bis Rider; 
and with thee will I break in Piece the 
85 „„ Ct 


\ 
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Chariot and his Rider; with thee alſo will 
| Threak im pieces Man and Woman, old 
and young, the young Man and Maid, the 
Shepherd and his Fleck, the Husbandman 
and his Toke of Oxen; and with thee will 
I break in pieces Captains and Rulers. 
And I will render unto Babylon, and 10 
all the Inhabitants of Chaldea, all the 
Evil that they have done in £10n, in your 
Sight, ſaith the Lord, ver. 21, 22, 23,24. 
O then Chriſt's eneniies, ſhall be puſh'd 
together to the Ends of the Earth in- 
deed! And his Horns in the Thouſands 
and Ten Thouſands of his Saints, appear 
like the Horns of Unicorns ; And his Glory 
in that great Day, F {hine forth 
as the Lord's; When the Son delivers up 
the Kingdom to the Father, that God may 

be All in All, 1 Cor. 15. 24, 28. Again, 
I look upon Joſeph to be a Type of 
the Church. Which appears from Pſal. 
80.1. Give Ear, O Shepherd of Iſrael, 
thou that lcadeſt Foſeph like a Flock. As 
a Type of Chrift, 7% ph had this Name 
of the Shepherd of Iſrael given him, 
Gen. 49. 24. And here, as a Type of the 
Church, the Name of the Flock, that 
Ifacl's Shepherd leads. And the church 
goes by the Name of Joſeph, Amos 6. . 
nl an 
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| and 9. 18. as in ſeveral other Places. 
And if taken in this Senſe, then Joſeph's 


| Land, ſets forth the Saints Lot, or Por- 


tion of Privileges, both in the Church, 
and in the World. And the Bleſſing in 
| every part of it, may fitly be apply'd 
thereunto. In as much as the Saints are 
| bleſſed in all their Bleſſings; and what 
| they ſeem to enjoy in common with 
| others, is under a peculiar Bleſſing to 
| them. And the Thouſands and Ten 
| Thouſands of Foſeph's Offt-(pring, may 


| fet forth the abundant Fruitfulneſs of 
| the Saints, both in Grace and good 


| Works: And their being compar'd to 


| Horns, ſets forth their Royal Dignity, VT 


made Kings and Prieſts unto God, Rev. 
1. 6. And allo the Royalty and Strength 
of Faith, and every Grace of the Spirit, 
with all the Weapons of their ſpiritual 
Warfare; by which, as being mighty 
thro God, they obtain a compleat Victo- 
ry over all their Enemies; even to the 
captivating of every high Thought into the 
Obedience of Chriſt, 1 fohn 5. 4. 2 Cor. 
10. 4, 5. And in that Manaſſeh the 


elder had Thoufands, and Ephraim the 


younger Ten Thouſands, It may ſet forth 
the extenſive Fruitfulneſs of the Sane, 
5 oth 


r 
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Chariot and his Rider ; with thee alſo will 
I break in pieces Man and Woman, old 
and young, the young Man and Maid, the 
Shepherd and his Flock, the Flusbandman 
and his Toke of Oxen; and with thee will 
T break in pieces Captains and Rulers. 
And I will render unto Babylon, and to 
all the Inhabitants of Chaldea, all the 
Evil that they have done in £10n, in your 
Steht, ſaith the Lord, ver. 21, 22, 23,24. 
O then Chriſt's enemies, ſhall be puſh'd 
together to the Ends of the Earth in- 
deed! And his Horns in the Thouſands 
and Ten Thouſands of his Saints, appear 
like the Horns of Unicorns ; And his Glory 
in that great Day, openly {hine forth 
as the Lord's; When the Son delivers up 
the Kingdom to the Father, that God may 
be All in All, 1 Cor. 15. 24, 28. Again, 
I look upon Foſeph to be a Type of 
the Church. Which appears from Pſa. 
80. 1. Give Far, O Shepherd of Iſrael, 
thou that leadeſt Foſeph like a Flock. As 
a Type of Chrift, Joſeph had this Name 
of the Shepherd of Iſiael given him, 
Gen. 49. 24. And here, as a Type of the 
Church, the Name of the Flock, that 
Iſracl's Shepherd leads. And the church 
goes by the Name of 7oſeph, Amos 6. - 
an 
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and 9. 18. as in ſeveral other Places. 
| And if taken in this Senſe, en TOs 
Land, ſets forth the Saints Lot, or Por- 
tion of Privileges, both in the Church, 
and in the World. And the Bleſſing in 
every part of it, may fitly be apply'd 
| thereunto. In as much as the Saints are 
| bleſſed in all their Bleſſings; and what 
| they ſeem to enjoy in common with 


| others, is under a peculiar Bleſſing to _ 


| them. And the Thouſands and Ten 


| Thouſands of Foſeph's Offi-ipring, may 
ſet forth the abundant Fruitfulneſs of 
| the Saints, both in Grace and good 


| Works: And their being -compar'd to 
| Horns, ſets forth their Royal Dignity, as 
| made Kings and Prieſis unto God, Rev. 
| 1.6. And allo the Royalty and Strength 


of Faith, and every Grace of the Spirit, 


with all the Weapons of their ſpiritual 
Warfare; by which, as being mighty 


thro God, they obtain a compleat Victo- 


ry over all their Enemies; even to the 
captivating of every high Thought into the 


Obedience of Chriſt, 1 Fohn 5. 4. 2 Cor. 


10. 4, 5. And in that Manaſſeh the 
elder had Thouſands, and Ephraim the 


younger Ten Thouſands, It may ſet forth 


the extenſive Fruitfulneſs of the N 
Re 1 xt 
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both as to Nature and Grace; and alſo 
the increaſing Fruitfulneſs thereof. Na- 
ture, or the natural Endowments of the 
Man, (which in reſpect of Grace is the Þ 
Firſt-born Image) the Saints imploy for 

God; and Nature, as us'd by, and for 
Grace, has its Thouſands, But Grace, in Þ 
the pure and high Actings thereof, its 
Ten Thouſands. Again, it may ſet forth 
the rich Increaſe of Grace in the Saints: 
The Firſt-Fruit they bring forth to God, 
when Grace is young, hath its Thou— 
ſands; but the Productions of its elder 
Years, Ten Thouſands. And all the 
Saints Glory, both in Nature and Grace, 
here and hereafter, is the Lord's, and 
by them dedicated to him ; which they 
_ eſteem the higheſt Part of it: For as of 
him and thro him, ſo to him are all 
things. To whom be Glory jor ever, Amen. 
| Rom. 11. 36. 135 


Dear Brother, your laſt Requeſt, 
which is implicit, contain'd in theſe 
Words, [T ſhall be glad to hear how my 


Lord dealt with you] (I ſuppoſe you 


mean, How he brought me into ſome 
Meaſure of Goſpel-Liberty) I ſhall now 
attempt to anſwer in general, as briefly I 

as 
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as I can. It being my Duty to be always 
| ready to give a Reaſon of the Hope that is 
in me, with Meekneſs and bear, 1 Pet. 
| „ 3 5 5 | 
3 f it pleaſed the Lord, after that he had 
| calld me by his Grace, and reveaPd his 
| Son in me, Gal. 1. 15, 16. to favour me 
| with frequent viſits, and much commu- 
nion with himſelf; by which JI was oft- 
times filPd with unſpeakable Joy, quick- 
ly after I had pals'd thro' the New 
Birth. But yet, for about 2 Year or 
little more, (as near as I can remember) 
I remain'd in an unſettled State as to the 
Faith of my Intereſt. When the Lord 
broke out upon my Heart with the 
{weet enkindling Beams of his glorious 
Favour, in a Promiſe, or in an Ordinance, 
in his Light I ſa Light, Fſal. 36. 9. And 
then I could believe my Int'reſt in his 
Love, and my eternal Security therein. 
And while my Heart burn'd with Love 
to him, being ſet on Fire by the Diſco- 
veries of his Love, I have been ſo tranſ- 
ported with Joy at the Manifeſtation of 
Divine Favour, That I have thought E- 
ternity little enough to praiſe the Lord 
for ſuch a Viſit. But tho' iy Mountain 
| Rood ſtrong in my own Sight, WA re 

| 4 or 8 
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Lord's Favour ſhone bright upon my 


Soul; yet when he hid his Face, I was 


troubled, Jſal. 30.7. When the Sun was 


withdrawn, Clouds and Darkneſs re- 
turn'd: It was ſtraightway Night with 
my Soul, and the Beaſts of Prey came 


out upon me, Pal. 104. 20. Satan with 
his Temptations, together with my own 
Corruptions, which threatned to devour 


me; and then my Life hung in doubt, 
and I queſtion'd all the former Diſcove- 


ries of Kindneis I had receiv'd from the 


Lord, whether they were indeed from 


him or no. I thought what J found in 
my Heart was inconſiſtent with a State 
of Grace, and Int'reſt in the Favour 1 


before had rejoyc'd in. And thus, with 


Peter, when his Eye was off his Maſter. 
, 4 5 
upon the boiſirous Maves he was encom- 


 paſs'd with, beginning to /ik, I cry'd, 


Lord, Save me: And immediately Jeſus 


ſtreteh'd forth his Hand and caught him, 
and ſaid unto him, O thou of 225 
vherefore didſt thou doubt? Matt. 14. 30, 
31. Thus by ſome Word of Promiſe or 
other, omnipotent Grace has ſaved my 
Soul from ſinking many a Time. And 
thro' rich abundant Grace, the Lord ne- 


Faith, 


ver left me long without a Cordial in my 
— — fainting 


WaALEINCG with GOD. 161 
| fainting Fits: But yet, while T mainly 
took up God's Love to me, in the Light 
of my own Sanctification, I never came 
to Eſtabliſhment. As my Love to him 
| was high or low, ſo my Faith of his 


| Love to me, was ſtrong or weak; Be- 


| cauſe I fo ſtrictly adhered to the Witneſs 


of the Water, (Sanctification in me) ra- 
ther than to the immediate Teſtimony 


of the Holy Ghoft, in the Word of Pro- 


miſe, x Foh. 5.8. But ſuch was the ſu- 


perabundant Grace of my God, to me a 
ſinful Worm, That after T had beliew'd, 
I was Seal'd with the Holy Spirit of Pro- 
—² ¾ ed rm mm TULLY 

Which was done by the Holy Ghoſt, 
as a Comforter, opening God's Heart in 


the Declarations and Promiſes of Grace; 
ſetting on a powerful Impreſſion of his 
Love upon my Soul, in its Sovereignty, 


Freeneſs, Fullneſs, and Eternity; in par- 
ticular to [Me]: While my Heart under 


his mighty Operations, heated with the 


heavenly Fire of divine Love, receiv'd 
the ſame as the melted Wax the Impreſs 
of the Seal: Love was ſet in upon me, 


and taken in by me. And being thus 
Seal'd by the Holy Spirit of Promiſe, my 


Feet 


—— — roy 


— 
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Feet were not only ſet upon Chriſt the 
Rock, but my Goings allo were eſtabliſÞd, || 
oY RR IT Th 
Vea ſuch a Flood of Divine Love was 
pour'd out upon my thirſty Soul, that 
overflow'd every Corner of it; and re- 
freſhfully ſoak'd to the Bottom of my 
Heart; which made me ſpring up in Faith, 
as a Willow by the Water Courſes, even 
to the rich and full Aſſurance of my be- 
ing the Lord's, 1/a. 44. 3, 4. Heb. 10. 22. 
Which I was enabled to take up from 
the immediate Teſtimony of the Holy F 
Spirit in the Word of Promiſe; and to 
hold faſt, becauſe of his Veracity and 
Truth, x Joh. 5.6. And upon this Con- 
ſideration alone, my Soul was held up 
from yielding to unbelieving Fears for 
ſome Time together. There was, I re- 
member, ſuch an Impreſſion made upon 
my Heart, of the Faithfulneſs and Truth 
of the Holy Spirit as the N itneſs, and 
allo of the Reality of what he had wit - 
neſs'd to my Soul; which were ſo joyn'd 
together, that I might not, durſt not 
queſtion my own Intereſt, unleſs I firſt 
queſtion'd the Truth of the Holy Spirit 
that witneſs'd it; which I was held in 
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an awful Reverence of. And now, tho 
J had an high Veneration for, and 
was more confirmed by, the Witneſs 
of the Water and the Blood, (Juſtifica- 
tion and Sanctification) which together 
with the Spirit agree in one joynt Te- 


| ftimony, 1 John 5. 8. yet being made 


primely to adhere to the ſupreme 


Witneſs of the Spirit, and to theſe as 
ſubordinate Evidences in the Spirit's 
Light; I was mightily eſtabliſtd here- 


by. For tho' my holy Frames were 
fſubject to Change, and the Senſe of my 
Juſtification by what Chriſt had done, 
was not always alike upon my Heart; 
yet the Spirit's Witneſs abiding at ſuch 
Times, which I was enabled to give 


Credit to, I was greatly reviv'd again, 
and held up in Faith; which made me 


long for, and preſs after the higheſt Ho- 


ness, in Conformity to Chriſt my holy 


Head. 0 


And now my Goings were eftabliſh'd 
indeed, Oh with what Freedom could 


Igo to God, as my own God and Fa- 
ther in Chriſt! T had indeed ſome Inter- 


ruptions of Communion; but in thoſe 


Intervals, IT was made by an efficacious 


3 WW Word 


1 


164 A DISCOURSE upon 


Word of Power, to ſtand faſt by Faith, 
in that Liberty wherewith Chriſt had 
made me free, Gal. 5. 1. when I had 
not ſpiritual Senſation. Being rooted and | 
grounded in Love, Eph. 3.17. My Faith 
of Intereſt was not ſoon ſhaken, by 
the contrary Winds of Temptations and 
Corruptions that aroſe againſt it. The 
Holy Ghoſt had given me ſuch Views of 
God's free, unchangeable Favour in 
Chriſt ; of the Immutability of his eter- 
nal Counſels; and the Unalterableneſs 
of his ſure and everlaſting Covenant ; 
together with my unchangeable Stand- 
ing in all this Grace, from Eternity to 
Eternity ; that tho? T had not always the 
immediate Flowings in of it upon my 
Spirit, yet my Faith was kept clear and 
ſteady as to perſonal Intereſt and full 
Propriety. 3 . 
And J muſt fay from felt Experience, 
that even the Children of God them- 
ſelves, before they arrive to the full Aſſu- 
rance of God's Favour, are very much 
unacquainted with the glorious Heights 
of that unſpeakable Joy which fills the 
Hearts of ſealed Saints; or thoſe that 
have been more eminently ſeal'd wah 
. the 


= 
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{ the Holy Spirit of Promiſe. If Perfect 
| Love hath not caſt out Fear, it has Tor- 


ment; and fo much Bondage-Fear, ſo 


much Torment and Diſquietude there is 
in the Heart of a Child of God, 1 70 

4. 18. Tis by Believing the Saints enter 
into Reit, Heb. 4. 3. And further, I muſt 


ſay as one of God's Witneſſes, That full 
Aſſurance of Faith, is an unſpeakable 
W 25 and exceedingly tends to pro- 
mote the higheſt Holineſs ; notwithſtand- 


ing the unbelieving Cavils Men make 


againſt it. For, ſo far as the Faith of 
Believers is weakned in God's Kindneſs, 
ſo far they become weak to every holy 


Performance: God's Love, ſhed abroad 


in the Heart, is the Strength of a Be- 


liever's Spirit, Ram. 5. 5. Iis this excites: 


em to an univerſal Reſpect to all God's 


| Commandments; and makes them loath 


and abhor themſelves, for the Imperfec- 
tion of all their Obedience. When God's 
Kindneſs and their Unkindneſs are ſet 
together in the Holy Ghoſt's Light, O 
how their Hearts melt into Goſpel-Re- 
pentance! And for my own Part, I muſt 


lay, That God's Love manifeſted to, and 


taken in by Faich, has carried me com- 
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” fortabl thro' innumerable Trials, in e- 
Na which I had fainted, unleſs Thad 

betiewed to ſee the Goodneſs of the Lord in 
the Land of the Living, 1928 27. 13. 


But to return. 


The Lord having thus, i in ſome good 

meaſure, drawn me from the By abr; 
and wen me from the Milk of ſenſible 
Enjoyments, in reſpe& of drawing my 
Faith of Intereſt from thence, Ja. 28.9. 
He was yet, nevertheleſs pleas'd in the 
rich aboundings, and ſuperaboundings of 
his Grace, to add Abundance of Range 
Senſe to my Faith; By giving me fre- 
quent Communion, and {weet Fellow ſhip 
with himſelf, in his Three glorious Per- 
fons; in the infinite, free, full, unchange- 
able and eternal Love of the Three- One 
God, diſplay'd in and thro? the Man 
Chriſt Jeſus; as that which gloriouſly 
encompaſs'd me in one eternal Round, 
T hus h ughly was I favour'd for many 
Sod I muſt ſay from abundant Expe- 

rience, That Jehovah's Love is free, Free 
mn itſelf; and free alſo in its Maniteſta- 
tion. T have found reigning Grace, thro! 
a crucify'd Jeſus, in its glorious Super- 
| aboundings 
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| aboundings over all my abounding ſinful- 
| neſs, to be infinitely free indeed. For I 
| have ever been a fayvour'd Child; 3 and yet, 
I think one of the moſt ungrateful, of all 
| my dear Father hath. The rich Bounties 
| the Lord hath ſhewn, and the great 
Things he hath done for me, have Sd 
for great Returns of Duty, and Thank- 


fulneſs to him. But, alas! I have not 


render'd to the Lord, according to what 
he hath done for me; but have evil re- 
quited him for all his Kindneſs. If I had 
had to do with all the Grace of Crea- 
tures united in One, I had long ſince ex- 
hauſted it. But Jehoval's Grace has 
been, and {till is, infinitely ſufficient for 
me, To bear with all my Provocations; 
to pity my Weakneſs; to pardon all my 
Siofulneſ; and ſtill to reſt in his Love, 
rejoycing over me with Singing O ado- 
rable Grace! It's well for me, That my 
God is the Lord Jehovab, that changeth 
not; elſe I had long ſince been conſumed, 

| Mal. 3 . 6, But O (hi 


pee? me, notwithſtanding all my Un- 
worthineſs, as infinitely full and free as 
ever! And will — vel flow out I 


Loving-Kind 


on me, in rich Streams 0 
ola, 


is Love holds ſtill to- 
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neſs, to an endleſs Eternity, without the 
leaſt Waſte or Diminution! And while 1 
have Communion' with this free, un- 
changeable, and everlaſting Love, my 
Heart falls down and adores it; and is 
broken in pieces at the Remembrance of 
all my unanſwerable Carriage; longing 
for the Time when I ſhall be freed from 


And tho” it has pleas d my dear Fa. 
ther, in a great meaſure to with-hold 
the Manifeſtations of his Love, that 
were wont to flow in upon my Soul in 
the Joys of ſpiritual Senſe; yet thro? 
rich abounding Grace, he ſtill maintains 
my Faith in his everlaſting Kindneſs; 
and helps me to believe, that his Love, 
when it runs under-ground out of my 


* 6 " 


Sight, ſtill Keeps a ſteady Courſe, in that 
Channel infinite Wiſdom has ordain'd; 
in order to its triumphant Riſe above 
Ground ere long, with a more glorious 
Diſplay than ever. And the ſweet Re- 
membrance of thoſe Full Joys, I have 
had in God's Preſence here, makes me 
ong, at Times, for thoſe Rivers of yo 
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| ſures that are at his Right Hand for e- 
| oermore: When in that State of imme- 
| diate Preſence, the bright Beams of di- 
vine Favour, like an eternal Sun, ſhall 

| ſhine out upon me with uninterrupted - 
and transforming Rays. Thus rejoycing 
in Hope of the Glory of God, and wait- 
ing for his Salvation, I come up ont 4 the 
Wilderneſs leaning on my beloved, Cant. 
8. 5. Whoſe everlaſting Arms of Kind- 
neſs, both ſupport and incloſe me: And 
will delightfully, without the leaſt Wea- 
rineſs, conduct me ſafe Home, to that 
Glory which is prepared for me in my 
Father's Houſe in Heaven; Where holy, 
and without Blame before him in Love, I 
{hall be, to the Praiſe of the Glory of his 
Grace for ever, Eph. 1. 4,6 T 
Thus I have given you a brief, tho? 
broken Account, how the Lord has dealt 
with me. And if he will pleaſe to get 
himſelf any Glory, and ve you to 
reap any Benefit by what I have written, 

I ſhall eſteem it a rich and full Reward 
of my weak Attempts to perform this 
Service. The Grace of our Lord Jeſus 

Chrift be with your Spirit, Amen. 
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Deſiring your Prayers, That much of 
the Holy Spirit may be poured down 
upon me, to enable me to bring forth 
much Fruit, to the Glory of God by 
ib a 
In him I reſt, 
with dear Chriſtian Love, 
your unworthy Siſter, 


A. D. 


